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In ſeveral LETTERS 


; k Written by ſome of the moſt learp- 


ed Men of that Country to the 
1! Daniſh Miſſionaries. 


By Mr. PHILLIPS. 
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To the Right Honourable 
Thomas L Parker, 


Baron of Macklesfeld in the 

| | County Palatine of Cheſter, 

Lord Chief Juſtice of England, 

and one of His Majeſty's moſt 
Honourable Privy Council, 


AND THE 
Other Honourable Commiſſioners 
appointed for the Building of 
Fifty New Churches, 3 
The following Papers arc 
Humbly Dedicated, 
by their mol} Devoted, 


Humble Servant, 


J. Taomas PwlLLIPS, 
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Red- Sea 4% vihe Makomer's Tomb dy'd , 


Lion, Manners, and Learning of the 
| W Inhabitants of Malabar and the Ad- 
FR Is Jacent Countries, without a particu- 
lar Survey of the Country ii ſelf, 
'*r what was the Occaſion of the Printing of 
eſe Letters; It will not be 1mproper to give 
my Reader ſame Hints concerning the Situati- 
on of the Place, and for what Reaſon this 
Correſpondence was entered into. 


To begin then with the Country; Malabar 
:44 Cormandel makes that Part of Afia, which 
e inning about 15 Degree: North Latitude, 

tends it ſelf Southward as far as Cape Co- 
rin. The beſt Maps place its maſt Weſtern | 
Part in 42 Degrees Longitude, and. its moſt 
aſtern Bounds in avout 70 Degrees towards 
'e Eaſt. In former Ages this C _ had but 

0 


e Sovereign, who undertaking a Voyage to 


145: 
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in his Return from thence, without Iſſuer; 


whereupon his Great Minifters divided it into 
five 1 viz. Canauor, Calecut, Cran- 
gor, C | 

Produce. of theſe Countries are ſo Rich and 
Profitable to the Merchants, that the Engliſh, 


Dutch. French, Portugueze, Danes, and Pec- 


oachin, and Coulang. The Natural 


SD " 6 - * I [a+ - 


EEE NY BY 
. 


pie of other Trading Countries have made large 5 


Settlements upon their Coaſts, 


| The Famous V ofco de Gama, 4 Portugueze 
Admiral who dyed Anno 1524, was the firſt 
who diſcover'd the Paſſage to the Eaſt-Indies 


2 the Cape of Good: Hope, aud viſited theſe 


Jountries:: Upon this Occaſiun I cannot paſs 


by in Silence what is mentioned by Ferdinando 
de Caſtenheda in his Hiſtory of the Indies, lib. 
1. cap. 16. (viz) hat Gama with ſome of hit 


Ketinue being at Calecut, and entering into the 


Pagan Temples 2 their Reverence to the I- 


mages there, taking them for the ſame which 
they had left iu their own Churches in Portu- 


77 A convinc ing Proof that Pagan and Romiſh 
{dols are ſo like, that the Difference is hardly 


diſceruabie even by their own Votaries, 


: Ji ow about an Hundred Years fince the 


Daniſh Kings built a Fortreſs at Tranquebar, 
for the carrying on the Indian Trade, which ac- 
cording to Baldzus (who lod there a long 
time, and writ an ca Hiſtory of the Coun- 
try) is but very inconſiderable, and ſays that 
be bas often worder'd why the Danes fhould 
nt Enconrage the Indian Trade more than they 


The 


do, ſeeing they have as good an Opportunity as 


he Englrſh. ; 
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PREFACE. 


The preſent King of Denmark, Frederick 
he IVth, in the Tear 1705 firſt ſent Miniſters 
'o preach the Goſpel! of Chriſt in thoſe Parts, 
at the ſame time conſecrating ſome Part of his 
Royal Revennes te carry on that bu; Pious Un- 
d-rtaking. Aud alſo efleblifſk'd a Society of good 
aud learned Men at Copenhagen, to concert 
ihe moſt proper Methods for the carrying on 
i, Work. 


The Honourable Members of the Society ſet- 
bed at London for Promoting Chriftian Knour 
cage, are great Enconragers of the I'ranquebar 
AMhiffionaries, and have, Feldes other Marks of 
heir Favor, ſent them a Printing Preſs, with 
Font of Portuguete Types, that Uſeful Books 
may be publiſp'd in that Language, which ig 
umderſtood by moſt of the Inhabitants. . 


The Miſfonaries, upon their firſt Arrival in 
he Indies, had tw» great Difficulties to ſur mount 
re they could entertain any Hope: x anſur- 
ring the Deſign of their Miſſion. The Hint 
was, to learn the Portuguese aud Malabar 
"mus; the other, to Inform themſelves 
/ the Genins, Manners, and Capacities of the 
Heathens who were the Subject of their Miſſion. 
The Firſt they apply'd themſelver tn with 
fo much Dil:gence and Induſtry, that they were 
{oor capable of preaching the Gojpel in the Por- 
tugveze Tongue, and of tranſcribing the Neu 
Teſtament into the Language of Malabar, which 
they Printed for the 75 of the Indians Fo | 

| | ome 
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ſome Copies of it have been. tranſmitted 76 
England. 8 


Secondly. That they might be the better a- 
pris'd of the Faith and Voctrine of the Indiau 
People, they endrauour'd to diſcover the Prin- 
ciples and Notions which thoſe Heathen: Dold 
of 1he Supream Being, his Nature, Attributes, 
and Providence, and alſo 10 learn from them 


vo hat Rewards or Puniſhments they expected 


in the next Mild This was the prudent Pro- 
ceeding of the Miſſionaries, that by knowing in 


what common Principles the Heathens agree 


with the Chriſtians, they might amid the trou- 
ble of unneceſſary Diſputes, aud mere eafily 
conviace the Indians upon their own Conceſſions 
of the Validity of the Chriſtian Dodtrine. The 
enſuing Sheets will far better ſet forth the De- 
Sogn of the Daniſh Miniſters, by ſhewing what 
Particular Enquiries they have already made, 
and the ſeveral Anſwers they have receiv'd 


from the learned Prieſts of Malabar, concern- 


ing the Religion and Manners of the 1 
of that Country. It it the Deſign of the Mif- 
fron ſtill to purſue for ſome time the like Cor- 
 reſpondence with the Wife Men of Malavar, 
by which means they will be fully appris'd 
of all ;he Myſteries as well as let into tht 
Weakneſſes of the Heathen Religion, without 
diabittering the Minds of thoſe Pes le agaruſt 
them; . after being fully paſſeſti'd of all the 
Neceſſary Preliminaries to a formal Siege, 
will then atiack the Capital Errors of th - 
theniſin . 
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As this Book has been kinaly recem'd in 
{zermany, ſo I hope it will meet with no leſs Ja- 
Zuourable Reception here, inaſmuch at for athou- 
Y ſand Tears laſt paſt very few Productions of 
i Natare (written by the Heathens tbem- 
ſelves) have been ſeen in Europe. The Rea- 
= Aer will find in it many diverting Paſſages, 
= {iri> and whoiſom Leſſons of Morality, with 
many Material Hints which will pornt out to 
iim the Original of divers Ceremonies, and 
Soy: un Superſtition; faſ'y call Chriſtian, 
and receiv'd into the Romiſh Church. TIC 
kuown that ſume Nations have worjh;tj'd the 
four Elements, eſpecially thoſe of Fire and M a- 
ter, becauſe of their cleanſing and purifying Qua- 
ities, fooliſhly N Immaterial Beings, 
ſuch as the Souls of Men were capavle of Le- 
ing purified by thoſe two Elements. Ss the 
Romiſh Prieſis prefer their Purgatorian Fire 
aud Holv Water as Eſſentials to Salvation, and 
which they can have mo other than the 
go de- mentioned Reaſon for, aud that they 
are the moſt fruitful Branches of the 
dacerdotal Income. We find likewiſe, that it 
not only theſe Heatheniſh Opinions that are 
tollow*d v the Romith Prieſts; they C % from 
the Heathens' alſo the Namborleſs Orders of 
Prieſts and Monks. The Bramans are the 
Keepers of the Malabariſn Law, which is writ- 
un in a Language of their own, and as little 
CUnaderſftuod by the Common People, as the Ho- 
ly Seriptures and public Maſſes are by the 
Hearers of the Church of Rome. Toe Learn- 
19 of the Pramans was jo Farms among the 
Antients, that Alexander the Great put man 
| e e Difficalt 
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Drfficalt Queſtions to them when he invaded In- 
dia, and ſo much were they celebrated for their 
Doctrine, that the Noted Apollonius Thyone- 
us {whoſe Life wa; written by Philoſtrates, 
one of his Dijciplery wert to India on purpeſe 
to be inſtructed by them; ſo that tis plain e- 


42 F . * Ih + 
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nongh, that the Romiſh Charch have robb'd 
them of their Ceremonies, and Rome has no: 
the Hlonour of ſo much as being the Inventor ©; 
her own Superſtitions Follies. 
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ACCOUNT 

EOF THE: 
Religion and Manners of the 
People of M ALABAR- 


LETTER 
Iherem the Correſponding Indian 
excuſes himſelf, for not anſwer- 
ing ſooner to the Contents of the 
Letter directed to him. Ile pro- 
eiſbs to be more puuctual for the 
Future, and returiis ſhort An- 
ſwers to Nine Queſtions relat- 
ing tothe Religion of his Country, 


Che N the Year (a) Nandanawa- 
TE 74/cbun, the Sccond of Ofto- 


a 


k ber, IN. N. wiſhthe Prieſts 
As Hcalth and Peace. 


1 1 Vou 


% Nandanawaruſchun [:gnifics the preſent tear ; for 
hey don't reckon their Years from the Creation of th" 
World, or ſrom any ether certain Ebocha: but they have 4 
Period of Sixty Years, which they call Antu; and every 
Year in every Antu ha, its particular Name, ſo that 
wien Antu igt an Eud, they begin again in the ſam? 
Manner, 
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You have, ſome time fince, ſent me 
Nine Queſtions in Writing, defirin 
my Anſwer to each of them; but as 
have been little converſant in the Mat- 
ters you propos'd, and likewiſe findin 
it difficult to meet a Perſon skilful e- 
nough to 1eſolve ſuch nice Enquiries, 
I have therefore been thus tedious in o- 
beying your Commands. But now ha- 
_ ving the Opportunity of conſulting 
with a Wiſe and Underſtanding Prieſt 


of Sarpanum, I ſend you his ſeveral An- 


ſwers to your reſpective Queſtions, in us 
few Words as may be: for according 
to the Malabarih way of Reaſoning, 


I might have given you Six ſeveral An- 


ſwers to each Queſtion, which would 


have ſwelbd my Letter to too great a 


Bulk. 


You may aſſure your ſelves of the 


Truth of what F fend you; for I fhall 
never communicate any thing to an Aſ- 
ſembly of your great Wiſdom and Learn- 


ing, which has not the Approbation of 
our Wiſe Men, and of which I am not 


fully convinc'd. I am now prepared to 
anſwer all your Letters, and will endea- 
vour to be a more punctual Correſpon- 
dent; but J. am of Opinion you. would 
do well to ſend for the Prieſt of Sarps- 


Nu 
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the Malabarians. 3 


rum, and diſcourſe with him your ſelves 


about thoſe Points which you enquire 
after: for he is a Man well qualified to 
ſarisfie you in every Matter relating to 
this Country, and is highly eſteem'd 
for his great Wiſdom, and his Con- 
tempt of Riches. And now, as I am 


_ perſuaded that the Fire of Anger does 


got burn in your Breafts, I — you 
wi eaſily excuſe my — Jeglect 
Our Brama ns, and learned Men, do nor 


Rir from home this wet Weather; bur 


for the future, I promiſe you ſpeedy 

Anſwers to ſuch Enquiries as I ſhall re- 

er rom ya. EEE 
 S#chalam (i. e.) Farenel. 
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What gave the firſt Riſe or Beginning 
i; the Malabariſh Religion? 


ANSWER. 

The Supreme Being, who is the Al- 
mighty God, is called in our Language 
Barabiruma, from whom rhe Goddeſs 
T/chadai derived her Original. { They 
believe that this Goddeſs was heretofore 
exiſting in the Supreme Being as the 


Feminine Faculty, and was ſince ſever'd 


j 
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from the Maſculine Power.] There 


were born of her Three Gods, call'd 
Dirumurtigoi, | which are worthip'd by 
theſe Pagans, ſometimes as the Supreme 
Being in One Perſon; and at other 
times as 'Three Perſons, namely Biruma, 
1i{chtnu, and Ruddiren or Iſuren. Th ey 
eſteem theſe Three to be ſo many At- 
tributes of the Almighty, which are 


communicated to the ſcveral Creatures 


among them; and therefore often wor- 
mip Animals, Sc. in that Senſe. 


From the Looks of the God Biruma 


were born the 420 Buganangol with their 

Lords. | Theſe are the ſeveral Orbs, 
or Spheres of the Material World, which 
are ſeverally under the Direction of 


ſome particular Leader. From the Di- 


rumurtigol came forth likewiſe the four 
Law Books, with the ſix Saſterangol, 
which explain the Doctrines contain'd 
in the Four Books of the Law: as like- 
wiſe the 18 Purans, or Poraus, which 


are Hiſtorical Explications of the Six 


 Saſterangol, [or Books that contain both 
their ſacred and profane Hiſtories.] From 
the Doctrinal Points contain'd in theſ: 


Books, the (a) Bramans impoſe cer- 
DE OY 55 | =o R101 -- 


(a) Bramans are #9 thurn what the 11 ibs of Levi 9 
among the Jews. 305. es 
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the Malabarians. ” Þ 
fain Rules and Ceremonies on the Feo- 
ple; purſuant to which Precepts they 


ger up very carly before Sun-riſing, 
eaſe Nature, and cleanſe themſelves 


carefully; after which they waſh their 
| Mouths, and perform that Exerciſe 


which is call'd Aſchamen Kirigei, which 


is: one of the many Parts of their our- 
ward Worſhip. After this they lift up 


their Minds to God, and read that Part 
of the Law which treats of Waſhing 
and Purification, at the {ame time waſh» 
ing themſelves with Water. Then they 


read their Form of Prayer with all its 


Ceremoniesz after which they repeat 
their “ Riaddiri, praying and humbly 
beſeeching Dirumurtigol the three Per- 


ſons or Gods) to preſent all their Perfor- 
| mances to the great Supreme Being, in 


the Place where his Honour dwelleth. 


(Then they honour and worſhip their 


Idols, bringing their Offerings before 
them; and laſtly, they direct their 
Thoughts to the ſupreme Being, as if 


he himſelf was there viſibly preſent. 
| "Theſe Ceremonies are ſo tedious in their 


Performance, that ſometimes the great- 


eſt Part of a Day is taken up in this 


VVV 
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* An Account ox 
kind of Worſhip; for they muſt be re- | 
gularly and rang Set; and by no 
means abridg'd or hinder'd, not even 
by the King's Preſence.) . 


QUESTION Il. 
I bat Thoughts do the People of Mala- 
bar entertain of the Chriſtian Religion? 


M N-S WER. 

We abhor the Chriſtians, principal- 
ly becauſe they kill and eat Cows, {which 
they eſteem to be a Crime as heinous as 
Homicide or wilful Murther. Nor is 
it only that Beaſt in particular that the 

W for they have likewiſe 5 
great Affection for all other living 
Creatures, that on no Pretence whatſo- 
ever may they be kill'd. It is now a- 
bout three Months ſince a Man of this 
Country, being greatly 28. with 
Hunger, kill'd a Cow for his Support; 
but upon the Diſcovery of. it was fen- 
tenc'd to dye: Neverthele(s, upon ſome 
Interceſſion made for him, his Execu- 
tion was remitted, upon Condition that 
he ſhould have his Right Hand and 


Left Leg cut off. And fo much is 2 


Man defil'd with eating of Fleſh, tha: 
1 e it 
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ture, and have no Regard w 


the Malabarians. 4 
their Law obliges them neither to 
touch ſuch a Perſon, nor any Urtenfil 
belonging to him. |] Again, the 
Chriſtians do not purify themſelves 
after they have been caſing of Na- 
ieh Hand 
they make uſe of to cleanſe themſelves. 
[Their Law directs them to uſe the 
Left Hand only for that Purpoſe, and 
therefore they never rouch their Meat 
with it. Seeing therefore that rhe 


Europeans are careleſs in this Point, they 
_ conſider them as profane and impure | 
Thirdly, the Chriſtians drink ine- 
briating Liquors : [and that is account» 
ed with them to be the moſt flagrant. 
Crime. The meaner Sort only are guil- 


ty of it; and it is upon this Account, 


more than any other, that their Preju- 
dices are continu'd againſt the Europs- 


ans, who make Drunkenneſs their dai- 


2 ly Practice. | And, laſtly, hecauſe they 


ſeem to be negligent in lending their 
laft Offices and Aſſiſtance to their de- 
parting Friends, to the end that their 


Souls may be directly convey'd to the 


Manſions of Blifſs. For when any 
Perſon among them is near Death, they 
faſt and give Alms, hoping that ſuch 

Acts will redound to the Advantage 


* 
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of the dying Perſon, and wipe out his 
Sins; otherwiſe his Soul will conti- 
nue in a wandering and unquiet State. 
But «as for the Law of the Chriſti- 
ans abſtractedly confider'd in itſelf, tis 
a holy Law, but it is not accompany'd 
with good Works, like unto ours. 


QUESTION i. 


Which are the chief Reaſons why the 
Matlabarians refu/e to embrace the Chriſti- 
an Religion? OY 


NS EK... - 
God has created ſeveral Kinds or 
Claes of Men ſeparately. [They reck- 
on 96 ſorts, which are diſtinguith'd by 
their Callings and Profeſſions. The 
one is not permitted to [ntermarry with 
another. Two forts may not eat toge- 
ther, nor uſe the ſame Ceremonies in 
Worſhip, or dreſſing their Meat.] The 
Chriſtians have no Regard to this Law 
of the Creation, but Men and Women 
come promiſcuoutly into their Temples, 
and therefore we cannot embrace ſuch 
2 Religion, ee Be 


QUE. 
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QUESTION IV. 
What learned Men daes the Natioa of 


Malabar entertain at this Time, and how 
dio ſuch Men employ themſelves? 


ANSWER. 


Of learned Men among us wereckon 
two kinds chiefly; the Auru, which 
are of the Prieſthood, and the Saftiriar, 
who are Profeſſors of ſeveral Syſtems 

in Divinity. Of the Firſt, we have 
three diſtinct Orders, vis the Waira- | 
wenada- Kurn, Pant/charſcho- Kuru, and 
Mabullei-Kuru. Their Office is to pre- 
pare the Offerings for our religious 
Worſhip. Of the next Claſs are the 
. namely, the Jſcheſeha Saſtiri- 
Minalſebi Saftiriar, T/chidambara 
Halli iar, and Mogarambara Hafliriar. 
Theſe explain ſeverally the different 
Syſtems of our Divine Law, and re- 
ceive the Youth of our Country into 
their Schools, to make Tryal of their 
Faith: For if we find they are not fi- 
_ nally diſpoſed to believe all the Myſte- 
ries of our Religion, we think their 
Study will be of no Effect. Belides 
theſe, there are yet many others which 
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19 A Account of 
I ſhall not particularize, altho' they are 
not much inferior to the preceding ei- 
ther in Wiſdom or Learning. The 
Work of thelie laſt is chiefly ro inſtruct 
the Youth in thoſe Points which relate 
to publick Worſhip and ſolemn Feaſts; 


as they arc taught in the Gloſſaries cal- 
led Saſtirangol. 


' QUESTION v. 


What are the Opinions and Doctrine: 
peculiar to the Sect of the Bramans? 


ANSY ER. 
In their Youth they ſtudy the Law, 
and its ſeveral Syſtems; but more eſpe- 
cially the Practice of a virtuous and 
{ober Liſe. They are likewiſe diligent 
in Pray ing, Offering, and ſuch. other 
good Works. { Moſt of their Books 
are Ceremonials, and Tracts of moral 
Virtues, which they have tranſlated in- 
to the Malabariſh Language from the 
7 d 55 
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_» Which is the ſacred Language known only ta the = 
Braman, | „„ 
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QUESTION vi. 


By what Means do they hope #0 obtains 
eternal Happineſs? | 


ANS E N. 

We repreſent Happineſs by landing, 
or coming on ſhore at the Regions ot 
Bliſs. We believe we ſhall obtain Hap- 
pineſs by obferving the Aalabari/h 
Las, ard being obedient to the Inſtru- 

ctions of the Prieſts; by Poſe add 
meditating conſtantly upon 
Creator of all things. All ſuch we 
believe ſhall be ſaved, © 


QUESTION vn. 
What Rules have the Malabarians for 


the Government of their Converſation, in 
order to obtain Salvation? ? 


ANSWER. 
All depends on the Inſtruction of the 
Mamas, taken out of the four Books 
of the Law, and the fix Syſtems, which 
ſhew us what Sins and Vices we ought 
to avoid, and what Virtues we ſhould 
diligently practiſe. [The Braman; 


More 


od, the 
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more particularly inſtruct them in theſe 
Matters; but as theſe learned Men are 
but few in Number, ſo are they chiefly 
employ'd by the rich Men of their Coun- 
try, who give them Entertainment at 
their Heul for the ſake of their reli- 
gious Inſtructions; and nothing paſſes 
in the Pagod, or Churches, without 
the Direction of theſe wiſe Men.] 


QUESTION VIII. 
By what Means do the Malabarians 


Dope 10 free themſelves from the Guilt of 


GNSWER N 
By viſiting of holy Places, where Mi- 


racles have been done; and honouring 
God there, with Meat and Drink Ot- 
ferings; purifying themſelves with Wa- 
ter | which is always found near to uch 
Temples] ; and by uſing Hoſpitality to- 
wards the Bramans; and in the Exer- 
ciſe of good Works, ſuch as the Kota- 
num [a Ceremony whereby the Bra- 
mans transfer the Sins of the People in- 
to one or more Cows, which are then 
_ carry'd away, both the Cows and the 
Sins wherewith theſe. Bealts are chan: 
e ged, 
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ged, to what Place the Braman ſhall 
appoint.] The next good Work is the 
Puranum, which is the conveying of 
Lands;or Tenements to the Bramans, | 
by which allo our Sins are remitted. 
And laſtly, the Waſtiratanum, ſan Alms 
conſiſting of Garments, ] or the Juraui- 
a:anuum, | which is an Alms of Corn z] ei- 
ther of theſe we give for the ſame Pur- 

poſe. By theſe Means we are freed 
from the Guilt and Penalty attending 
Sin. N 5 


QUESTION KN. 
Why do the Malabararians make uſe of | 


Images, both in their Flhoujes, and in pub 
ict Places of Worſhip ye e 


„ ee 

God Almighty can't be likened to a- 
ay Creature, and therefore no Man can 
conſider, God under any material Form 
whatſoever. But how Biruma Wiſcht- 
un, and Ruddiren, and the other Gods 
are form'd, we are taught out of our 
written Law; and while the ſupream 
Being has ſhew'd us what Gods we are 
| to pray to, and in what manner, as 
likewiſe what Rewards we are to ex- 
ENEMY Y I - 
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pect, if we honour his Commands with 
Willingnefs and Cheartulneſs of Mind, 
tis therefore we honour thoſe inferior 


Gods by viſible Figures or Images. 


n . Tag” NN A CE 3 AV» 
ee SYS 9 


25 
„ Kg | 2 N {+ — 1 * * — * x % 


"HET TER HF 
In the Fear Nanda, Ge. 


1 Have preſented my Service unto 
1 you, moſt Reverend Prieſts, by your 
Servant V. I have receiv'd and peru- 
| fed your Writings, and think my ſelf 
highly obliged to give you faithful and 
3 Returns; wherefore 1 have alrea- 
y ſhewn your cighteen hard Queſtions 
to one of our Learned Men, and have 
committed to Writing his ſeveral An- 
wers to them. . 
The Bramans, and *T/thuddirers, are 
the proper Perſons to farisfie your En- 
quiries; but theſe are ſeldom to be ſpo- 
ken with in the Evening, and hardly 
remain half an Hour in one Place: 
Therefote my Returns have not To 
1 | 5 
4 *Tcliuddirers; an Becleſcaſticel Order of Men amor; 
ann | „„ FI 
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fo Expeditious, as J could have wiſh d. 
In the mean while aſſure your ſelves, 
that altho' L am diſtant from you, yet 
will Ido you all poſſible Service in con- 
ſulting our Wye Men in thoſe Matters 

you deſire, whenever LI ſhall have Op- 
portunity; and will continue writing 
fo you, tho' my Letters may nat per- 
haps give you that ample Satisfaction 
which you deſire. _ BE 

Lou have intimated to me your Will, 
that I take Notes of any remarkable 
Paſſage | may happen to hear, or other- 
wiſe come to learn; all which 1 will 
carefully obſerve, and remain yours. 

Sabalam. Farewell. 


QUESTION L 
How can it be made appear, that the 
Malabariſh Law is a ſaving Doctrine? 


ANSWER: 


It can be demonſtrated. not only from 
the four Books of the Law, and the 
{ix Syſtems derived from them; but 
likewiſe from a Book named T/chadda 
| Kori maga Mandirum, which. is the A- 
bridgment of the eighteen Hiſtoricakh _ 
Books of the Law. * n F 
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called Mirauctu, treats of the G R 
holy Places, which all Perſons muſt 
viſit, if they will obtain Salvation: 
theſe are namely the old Diruwarur, a 
City five German Miles diſtant from 
Tronquebar, famous for many. Miracles 
done there, and for the Apparition of 
their Gods. 
2. Nagapanum, a Maritine Town. 
hve Miles from Tronquebar, now be- 
longing to the Hollanders, it has a fair 
| ſtrong Caſtle, and famous among the 
Natives for the Appeaarnce of our Gods. 
. Dirunallaru, à Village three Miles 
diſtant from Tronquebar. 
4. Dirukmwwalei, a Village ſ-ven 
Miles South - Weſt from Tronguebar. 
J. Dirudallei, a Village ix "Miles 
South-Weſt of Tronguebar. 
=” Dinikorarum, eight miles Weſt from 
 Tronquebar. 
Our Books aſſure us, that all thoſe 
Perſons who viſit thele Places, and do 
Penance for their Sins, ſhall be, in a 
_ viſible Manner. introduced by the Gods 
_ themſelves into the Place of Happineſs. 
Now befides thele fix chief Places 
of Worſhip there are reckon'd 364 
Holy Places or Pagods in the Kingdom 
of Tanjour, with many Holy Rivers, and 
parſing Waters. 
The 
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The Names of their Gods in theſe 
364 Places of Worſhip are manifold, 
but every one is at his own Liberty to 
make Choice of which he likes heſt, and 
allo ro chuſe his Prieſt, according to 
whoſe Directions he is to order his Life 
and Converſation, which if he does 
punctually obſerve in Faith and Pra- 
ctice, he ſhall be ſaved, for ſo it is writ- 


ten in all our Law Books. 


This is the avowed way of Salvation 


among the Bramans and all other of 


our Prieſts who acknowledge our Law. 


4:4 UESTI1ON- H. 

What Vices are moſtly forbidden, and 
what Virtues are chiefly recommended, in 
the Malabariſh Law? 

„ N0-#. & &- 

The Sins ſtrictly forbidden in our 
J. aw, are Murther, Whoredom, Theft, 
Enmity, and Hatred, betraying our 
Truſt, Treaſon againſt one's Lord or 
Maſter, bearing falſe Witneſs, Perjury, 
Lying, Diſobedience to ſpiritual 
Leaders, Ingratitude, refufing to re- 
{tore Things committed to our Charge, 
opprefiing the Poor, betraying = 


S - 
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who fly to us for Refuge, blaſpheming 
the Gods, breaking down the Pagods 
or Places of Worltip, deſtroying the | 
Flower-Gardens thereunto belonging, | 
and killing any living Creature. Theſe, 
and ſuch like Sins, are forbidden in our 
Law. MT. 1 5 
Ihe Virtnes commanded are Anuata- 
num or Alms confifting of boyled Rice 
to feed the Poor, the Bramans, Ponta- 
rangol, and other holy Men. | The Va- 
ſtiratauum [or Alms confilting in Gar- 
ments; | Kaniatanum,[ when a rich Man 
gives his Daughter in Marriage to 
a poor Man, or helps a poor Man to Þ 
ſettle his Daughter in Marriage; ] F5/cho- Þ 
ranatanum an Alms conſiſting of Mony; 
ro build Places of Worſhip; to make 
Ponds of Water for the Convyentency 
of Man and Beaſts, becauſe of the excel- 
{ive Heat and great Scarcity of Water 
in many Places of this Land; and it 


_ Juch Ponds are magmficent and well 


adorn'd, near to ſome Pagod, and arc 
afterwards confecrated, then are thev 
made uſe of in our Waſhings and Puri- 

fications; to build Houſes for Travel 
ers to reft themſelves in; to build Ho 
Ipitals for the Maintenance of one hun 
dxed or one thouſand holy Men, all ot 


one 
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one Order, either Bramans, Pantaran- 
gol, or Antigol; to build Houſes for the 
Bramans, which we eſteem to be a very 
meritorious Work; to plant Gardens 
near the Pagods; to erect Water-Ban- 
dels [which are little Sheds for rhe 
onveniency of drinking Water, to 
ſhadow it n the Heat of the Sunz ] 
to plant Flowers and Trees, eſpecially 
the Cokoa-Tree, whoſe Flowers are offer'd 
to the Gods, and whoſe Fruits are uſe- 
ful for the Maintenance of Man; to 
plant Trees in the Highways for the 
Shelter of Travellers, to bring up poor 
fatherleſs and motherleſs Children, ro 


aſſiſt the Poor, to feed the Hungry, to 
give Drink to the Thirſty, to aſſiſt Learn- 
ed Men that they may live comfortably, 


to inſtruct the Ignorant, and to maintain 
ſuch as cannot help tbemſelves. Theſe, 


1 and ſuch other good Works, are much 


recommended in our Law. 


WMie neither kill nor eat of any living 


Creature, becauſe we believe the Trant- 
migration of Souls, loaded with Sins, 
into Beaſts. This Opinion is ſtrictly 

maintained among us, except only b 

one Sect who eat Fifh and Fow]; 45 
the poorer Sort of them feed on the 
Fleſh of Cows and Rats. [For which Rea- 
Poo | N ons 
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ſons they are conſidered by the reſt &f 


the Nation as unclean, and therefore ob- 


liged to _ at a Diſtance from other 
Men] 


QUESTION III. 
Why do the Bramans keep the Law in 


their own Hands, and ſuffer no other Per- 


ſons to handle it, of explum it, be des thems 
| ſelves. ? 


ANSWER 


- Bech the God Biruma has ſo order'd 
it, in as much as the Bramans are deſ- 
cended from the Family of Biruma, 
which is the moſt Holy and wiſeſt 
Family; for this Reaba they. are 
8 to impoſe Ceremonies in the 
hurches, and to explain the Ordinances 
of our Law. As for thg T/chudirers, 
they have Licence only to read the 
{1x Syſtems, if Law abſtain from eating 
and drinking unclean things, ſuch as 


Fleſh and ſtrong Liquors, and conten: 


themſelves with Water and Milk, which 
is accounted the only clean Diet among 
us. | Theſe Prieſts are likewiſe permit- 
ted to carry about the Lingum, or Fi- 
gures cut in Stone or Chryſtal, repre- 

ſent ing 
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ſent ing the private Parts of both Sexes, 


which the People hold in great Vene- 


ration, and as Amulets wear them in 
the Hair of their Heads, and about 


their Necks, wrap'd up in Linnen 


Cloth. They place them likewiſe in 
the innermoſt Part of their Temples, 
where the Bramans honour them with 
daily Offerings.) # 


Morcover the T/thudirers are allow- 


ed to carry about the Pautſchutſchorum, 
e.) the five Letter, na · ma · Tſebi. wa- Ja, 
which make the Words nama-T/chiwajs, 


That is Praiſe the true God. [With 


theſe Letters they pretend to produce 


many Wonders and Myſteries; and the 


common People, who know no more 


than the Ceœremonies attending the Pauiſ- 


chatſchurum and the fix Syftems of the 


Law, believe all Men are damn'd that 
are negligent in the Obſervation of 
them „ 7. 


QUESTION Iv. 
How came Sin into the World, or what 
'; the Canſe of Evil? 


When God in the Beginning created 
the World, Vice and Virtuc had their 
oh: „ Being 
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Being at the fame rite; for as there 
are two Principles m Man, viz Anger 
and Patience, ſo Sin and Obedience 
have maintain'd their Ground ever lince ; 
and therefore we believe that God is the 

Author and Cauſe both of Vice and of 
Vume. 


QUESTION v. 
What are the moſt proper Means to re. 


claim a Vicious Man from the Errors of 
is Way and his Evil Prattices ? 


4 N s IWF R. 
1 he only ſure way to become a 


Man, is to fuffer one's ſelf to be 1 | 


&ed, "and guided by good Men, and to 
walk in the ſame Way. with them, fol- 
lowing their Enn 

au E. S TION. VL: 
_ hat are the Diſtinguiſhing Marks o- 
Characters to know a good Man by? 


ANSWER 


A Good Man will love God, and the 
Exerciſe of Good Works, be Lind and 


friendly « ro all Men, ſpeak of Good 


Things, 


„ — ww ods. #wogy 
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Things, avoid and fhun Evil, continue 
in no Sin, ſhun Wrath and Anger, ren- 
der Good for Evil, exerciſe Patience in 
the greateſt Afflictions, hurt no Ma 
he will carry himſelt 8 and with 
Prudence, defire no other Wife but his 
own, and eſte em every other Woman 
as his own Mother, not covet what be- 
longs to another Man, he will, keep his 
word and make good what he has pro- 
mis'd, but more eſpecially will not 
break his O:th, he will cheriſh holy 
Thoughts, and exerciſe Juſtice and E- 
| quity towards all Men, and lve by his 

Labour and Induſtry. Thef: we take 
o be the Diſtinguiſhing Marks of a 
Good Wm. 4 


QUESTION VI. 

I hat Reward baue Godly and V irtu- 
| ons Men in this Life? 
„ 

Such Men arc not ſoliciteus for 
Meat or Cloathing, they ſhall be freed 
from dangerous Sickneſs and killing 
Pains, they ſhall be happy in the Edu- 
cation of their Children, and attain to 
| + high Degree of ſound Knowledge; 

| | | they 
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they will acquire the Love and Friend- 
hip of many People, and proſper in all 
their Undertakings; they will be ena- 
bled to build Temples, Hoſpitals, and 
Water Bandels; their Family will Hou— 
riſh and multiply, and at laſt they ſhall 
dye happily. Theſe are the Reward: 
of Good Men in this Life. 


QUESTION vn. 


dat are the Puniſhments of Ack. 
e Men while they are in this World? 


ANSWER. 


As the Wicked are commonly Rich, 
ſodo their Riches leave them ſuddenly; 
they are viſited with the incurable Dil- 
eaſe of Leproſie; they loſc the King': 
Favour ; they have always an Evil Nani, 
and whatever they undertake will not 
proſper. Theſe are the Puniſhments of 

the Wicked in this World. 


QUESTION Ix. 


Whither do the Souls of Men go after Ie 
Diſſolution of their Bodies? 5 


A N. 
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INS VE RX. 

The Souls of Good Men go to the 
World T/chiwalogum [that is, the true 
World and Reſidence of God]; and 
the Souls of Wicked Men to the World 
Emalogum, where Puniſhments are ad- 


miniſtred, and where Death keeps his 
Court. 


2 U E 8 T 10 N X. 
What is the Office of os you call rieb. 5 


rigeikarers? 


ANSWER. 


There are many Sorts of theſe Men, 
ſome of them marry, others live in Ce- 
: I ibacy; ſome are more auſtere than g- 
„bers: They go Pilgrimages to ſearch 

| for Gifts for the Temple, they ſpend |» 

their Lives in penitential Exerciſes; iu 
Word, they are both Eccleſiaſtical and 
Secular, as are allo the Airigeikarers, 
who till the Ground and an & loves 
ral religious . 


QUESTION XI. 


l hat is the Employment of the Jo 15 
* ings, the Malabarians? 4 . 
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ANS W E R. 
They live in Holes of the Earth, from 


whence they never ſtir but once in eight 


Days, to receive ſuch Alms as will be 
diſtributed among them in a Neighbour- 
N Hoſpital. Their Diet is chiefly 

ilk, and their Exerciſe is holding in 
their Breath, and attracting Water to 
their Bodies thro” the Auns, and ſquirt- 


ing it out again at Pleaſure, when they 


have ſufficiently cleanſed the lower Ven- 
ter. [Theſe are the moſt rigid Sect a. 
mong the Heathens, given ro Contem- 


plation (as their Name intimates) they 


are truly weaned from the Enjoyment 


of worldly Pleaſures, for they have no 
Property, but live on Alms; they be- 
 heve that holding in one's Breath con- 


Tributes much to long Life, and many 
Volumes are writ on that Subject. ] Bu: 
beſides this, we have yet in Malabar a- 
nother Scct, which are called Gnaxizo!, 
ſurpaſſing all the reſt in Strictneſs and 
Auſterity of Life, and Profoundneſs o 

Wiſdom. Theſe reject all the Ceremo- 


- nies of the Pagods. They rendunce the 


Plurality of Gods, and will acknowledge 


only one ſupreme Being. They live in 


Cayes in the Mountains; they never 
3 ſpeak 
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ſpeak nor have any Converſation with 
Women, neither have they any Poſſeſ- 
lions. 

QUE STTON an. 
hat Penitential Exerciſes are in uſe in 
= Malabar? . 

AN SA K. 
To fit down for ſome time croſs-legg'd, 
to hold up their Arm above their Head, 


Some twiſt their Arms one within 


the otherz ſome let their Nails grow 
to a great Length, others ſtand on their 
Heal or on one Leg, as others on the 
Tops of Trees, or under certain Trees, 
or in the Temples. He that coutinues 
ſuch Exerciſes longeſt, is the devouteſt. 


QUESTION: XI. 
Why do the Malabarians take two, three, 
and ſometimes five Wives, in Marriage? 


ANSHER. 

Che King alone 1s allow'd five Wives, 
lor the Increaſe of the Royal Family; 
the reſt do it to 9555 8 the want of 
| Heirs, and that a 

EY 44S Father, 


ter the Death of the 
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Father, his Children being numerous 
they may (as they are obliged to do 
maße great and many Alms for the ſpee- 


dy Deliverance of bis Soul out of 1 or. 
ments. 


QUE ST. 1 ON XIV. 
Why do Widows never 1e-marry bere? 
VVV 
We have four Families that in thi: 

Point obſerve the ſame Laws, viz. Vi 
rumatſchadi, Tſchaddirca, Wa; chia T/chat- 
di, and T/rhuddiratſchadi. "Theſc four 
arc ſubdivided into eighteen other Fa- 
milies, which all hold that a Widow 
that marries is no better than a Whorc: 
But ſhe that continues to mourn the 


Death of her Husband, till ſhe dies, 
will obtain Eternal Happineſs, 


QUESTION XV. 


Why do Women burn themſcive; Wien 
their Hauben dye? 


ANSWER. 


One of the King's five Wives FAY ; 
is properly his Queen (if ſhe has hat. 


Som. 
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Sons and Daughters by him) is ſpared 
from being thrown into the Fire: Bur 
all bis other Wives without Exception, 
are burnt, ro prevent the hard Trear- 
ment which may attend them after the 
King's Deceaſe. But they which fling -. 
themſelves willingly into the Fire, arc 
immediately poſſcis'd of Happineſs, they 
have Temples built in Honour to their 
Memory, and Prayers are directed to 
them. 1 e 
This Cuſtom is alſo in uſe among ma- 
ny of the Common People in the King- 
doms of Malabar and Wartug, but is not 
uſed in Taujour, where burying is pra- 
ctiſed. In the aforeſaid Places, if a Wife 
loves her Husband, the takes two Sticks 
io her Hand, and throws her ſelf into che 
Fire where the Corps of her deceas'd 
Husband is burning. ets ond 
The Bramans on this Occaſion uſe 


| many Ceremonies; the Widow, having 


fix'd the time of her Execution, has a 
it dug, and carries the Wood her ſelf 
to the Place. At the appointed Day ſhe 
cheſſes her ſelf in great Pomp, and be- 
ing accompany'd with thouſands of Peo- 
pic, they march to the Funeral Pile, 
crying out with all their Might Het 
chu, Motſchun, Mot{chun , or Kailaſchum, 
3 „ es on: © 
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Aailaſchum, KRailaſchum, that is Glory, 
Gloiy, Glory. The Men, there preſent, 
recommend her to their Wives as « 
true Pattern of Conjugal Love. 


QUESTION XVI. 


What are the Nuptial Ceremonies obſerc A 
in Malabar? 


ANSFER. 

When any young Man has ſet his A 
fections upon a Woman, the Aſtrologe: 
(who is a Braman) is ſent for; (theic 
Prieſis are the Almanack Makers here, 
and publich yearly their Kalenders in the 
Language of their Country.) Theſe are 
the Men who are conſulted under what 
_ Conſtellations the two young People 
Were born; and as their G it, that 
the Stars which were predominant 1! 
the time of their aig Nativitics. 
are oppoſite and angry, or whether they 
be more harmonious Prognolticks, fo 1+ 
it concluded they will be more or Ic; 


happy (for what he ſays is an Oraclc.) 
If Fortune favours the young Couple, the 
Bridegroom ſends a Dowry to his Bride 
of Mony and Cloaths, which, in the 


Preſence 
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Preſence of all her Friends and Relations, 


are laid on a wooden Charger. Ou a 
ſecond Plate are put Flowers, and Meal 
made of Sandal Wood. On a Third, 
Fruits and Cotoa Nuts; and on a Fourth- 
is laid Bete!- Arech, which is a Confecti- 
on of the Leaf Beiel and the Areck Nut, 
ſomewhat like the Nutmeg. Theſe 


Plates are carry'd by young Maids and 


Boys on their Heads, who walk in great. 
Pomp, Proceſſion-wiſe, till they. deliver 
their Charge to the Bride. Then the 
Parents of the young Couple propoſe 


Conditions of Marriage, in the Preſence 


of all their Friends; and when the Ar- 
ticles are fully agreed on, the Bride and 

Bridegroom are handſomely entertain'd, 

and the Betel- Areck and Sandal Meal 
(for its ſweer Smell) are diſtributed among 
the Gueſts, The Time for the Cele- 
bration of rhe Nuptials is then fix'd, and 
all depart home till the Day appointed, 


at which time the Friends aſſemble a- 
gain at the ſame Place, making great 


Fecaſting and Rejoicings, erecting Pil- 


lars and Bandels before the Bride's Houſe. 


Theſe Bandels are artificial Trees made 
with Boughs of the Cocoa-Tree twiſted 
together, and adorn'd with Pieces of 
Uioth and Figg Branches in ſuch ſort, 

# C4: Ws that 
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that they reſemble Tabernacles or Bow- 
ers. Jn the mean time, ſeven young 
Women are employ'd to boil Rice in 


Pannels or large Caldrons, while the 
Hramans prepare a burnt Offering in 


Honour ot the Goddeſs of Fire, with many 
other Ceremonies in the Preſence of all 
the Company, to the almoſt ſmothering 
them with the ſmoak of their combu- 
itivle Materials. Then they pray to 
Birum, Wijchinu, and Ruddiren, with 
3 30000009” Gods more; and proceed to 
the Temple with Flowers and Sandal- 
Meal for the Performance of that Cere- 
mony call'd T/chiikat/charauku. The 
Nuptial Chain is then lay'd on a wooden 
Plate to be conſecrated h 

This Chain in this Language is called 
Tali or Dirumankilium. Tis a little gol- 
den Image, repreſenting a Heart and 


Face, which being put upon a Piece 


of Thread, is tyed about the Bride's 
Neck, where it muſt always remain, fo 
long as her Husband lives. After this 
Ceremony is over, the young Couple 
walk Hand in Hand three times about 


the formention'd Pillar or Bandel; and 
then fir down together, with their Fa- 


ces Eaſtward, and after ſome little time 


paſs'd in that Manner, they are led 


home 


y the Bramans. 
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home with great Marks of Joy, accom- 
pany'd with all their Relations and 
8 Friends, then and there preſent. 


EC EFT ER Ol, 


TN the Year Naudantwaruſchum the 7th. 
4 of October Old Stile [for their Months 
cxactly anſwer ours here in England} I 
gieet you Royal Prieſts a thouſand times. 
Your Letter with rhe fourteen enclos'd 
Queſtions I have receiv'd, but at ſuch 
time, when all the Inhabitants of this: 
Town are gone to celebrate a Feaſt of 

| Purification kept at Maiom, ſo that 1 

BY have had no wite Men to conſult with, 
= in folving your Difficulties; therefore 
what I write to you at this time is all 
my own, the Truth of which Tam very 
well aſſur'd of, for what ſeem'd doubtful. 
to me, 1 deterr'd the writing of; in 
de mean while I expect your Anſwer 
with Impaticnce, to know it my Noti- 
ons have had the good Luck to pleaſe 
you, We have had here Rain for eight 

Days without Diſcontinuance, which 
render'd the Ways very dangerous and 

moſt impracticable to the MelJenger, be- 
cuuic ofthe great oyerflowings of Rivers. 

5 rk. 
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QUESTION. 


fs the Religion of Malabar Uniform, or 
75 it divided into divers Sefts? 


ANSWER. 


- We have many different Sects, as Firft, 
the T/chi:wawedum, which is again ſub- 
divided into many minor Sects , the Gods 
deſcended from the Family of, 1. Iſurens are 
only worſhipped by this Sect: 2 Hirat/- 
 «hawam, (or that Sect which worſhip 
the Liugum already before mentioned.) 
2 T/chilamadam. 4 Hi{chnuwedum. 5 Tad- 
duwadimadam. 6 Namaperamaluwedum. 
7 T/chainermadam, to which Sect is reck- 
oned the T/chiwawedakarer, who wor- 
hip the Lingum, and honour with R 
iigrous Adorations ſeveral Perſons, as 
#/ iekmeſchuren the Son of Iſurenus, Nau- 
 eliſchurezy, who is Iſurens himſelf, wor- 
ſhip'd under the Figure of an Ox; Sa- 
biramanien another Son of Jſurens, ann 
1{par! (who is Iſurens's Wife.) Other: 
do worſhip Hiraddiinigapuſchei, they 
make a Lingum of Earth, and perform 
their Devotion before him, (which con- 
ſiſts in Ceremomous Waſhings by Rivers 
des.) Some of them adore Maga Les, 
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ini, (or the Goddeſs of Fortune;) and 


others worthip ZDiribara/chrundari, one 


of rhe Names of //arens's Wife; ſome 
have another ſort of Devotion called 
Walapuſchti ; and ſome of them Worſhip 
Patirrakol:, (a the Devil,) and her Si- 
iter Dakkei : All theſe ſeveral ways of 
Worſhip are in Uſe among the ſeveral 
gects of the 7/chaiver. But as for the 
Devotion of another Sect, named the 
Mirotſchaiwer, tis as followeth; they 


make a Stone or Chriſtal Lingum, and 


carry it about to perform their Devoti- 
on before it, and they call it Biran-lin, 
gam, which they carry always about 
them, and is buried with them, for theſe 


Mens Bodies are not burnt. And laſt- 


ly, the Third Scct call'd T/chilamadaka- 
er, dig a Well in their Houſes, upon 
whoſe Water the Light neither of 


Sun or Moon muſt ſhine, for they 


make uſe of it in their Ceremonial Pu- 
r1fcations, and in boyling their Victuals, 


and touch not any other ſort of Water. 


They carry alſo a Lingum of Chriſtal about 
them, and are buried in a fitting Poſture, 


with their Hands lifted up as if they 


were in an act of Devotion or Prayers, 


Which they call 7/chimadu., A theſe 


three different Sects arc expreſſed with 
yy the 
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the one Word 7/chaiwamadam, or T/chai- 
wakalam. The Fourth Set, Wiſchtnu- 
 wedakarer, or Wi [chtnupaddikkarer, carry 
always upon their Foreheads or upon 
their Arms, the holy Name of M ſchtnu, 
beſmcar'd thereon with ſome colour'd 
Mixture, and worthip Perumal, which 
is one of the Names of their God 
Miſchtnu. The Fifth Sect, Tadduwadi- 
Karer, beſprinkle themſelves with Santal 
Meal, and worſhip 7/ch7nu, under the 
Name of Riſchtnen. The ſixth Set, Na- 
maperumalwedum does alſo carry upon 
their Forehcads or Arms the Dirunamum, 
and worſhip Riſchtnen or Wiſthtiy. 
The Seventh Sect, zn, obſerve the 
Jame way of W orſhip, and when they 
go to eat, they eat upon a Braſen Plate, 
and perform their Religious Ceremo- 
nies; theſe four laſt mentioned Sects do 
all worſhip Miſchtnu; and there are ma- 
ny more Sets that are not mentioned 
bern | 


QUESTION I. 
IV hat Lau Books have the Malabariſh 
Rel gion ? 


£ 
©£E 
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ANS ER. hg 
Our Religion is comprehended pro- 
perly in four Books, 1, the , Samanye- 
dum, 2 Urukkuwedum, 3 Edirwarnawedum, 
and 4 Airwcdum, to which you may add, 
the Book Dakaſlirum, which is the 
Grounds of all their Religious Ordinan- 
ces, gathered together Dialogue-wile 
from many other Authors, writ in the A.- 
rendum Language, are highly eſteem'd a- 
mong them, and they will not ſhew it 
to Strangers, nor is it underſtood by the 
Vulgar, nor are they indeed permitted 
to look into them, for the Bramans re- 
ſerve the ſtudying of theſe Books to 
themſelves. 


QUESTION II. 
What Books are currently in Uſe, and 


read by the Vulgar? 


ANSWER: 

The moſt common Books in this 
Land arc theſe that follow. Dewarum, 
wherein the Glory of T/chivens (one of 
their Gods) is delcrib'd. 2 Dirumwaſ= 
chagum (a Book conſiſting of many Say- 
'ings of their Prophets, collected into 
one Volume) 3 T{chiwapodagum (or a 

— | Fs Po- 
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Poetica! Book writ in the Praiſe of 
 Tſchivens.) 4. Willakkoti, (or Book con- 
taining moral Diſcourſes.) . Diruwal- 
1 (one of their beſt Books in Mora- 
ity.) 6. Ganapodagum, (or a Treatiſe of 
Walo . V ſewalewiſchun, (an E- 
ogium, or Panegyrical Diſcourſe upon 
T/chivens.) 8. Dewikawiſchum, (or the 
Praiſe of the Goddeſs Tſchaddi, T/chivens's 
Wife). 9. MHaripaddu, (conſiſting of 
Hymns to comfort ſuch as are lying on 
their Death-Bed; and Death in their O- 
pinion is but an introduction to a better 
State.) 10. Anta- Saſtirum, (ir Syſtem 
of Natural Philoſophy.) Abira- 

mi audadi, (or the Praiſe of has Goddeſs 
Ammei, Iſuren,'s Wife.) Iz. Raſchitan- 
dum, (the Hiſtory of Miracles done in 
the City Roſchi.) 13. Periapurauum, (or 
one of the greateſt of the 18 Hiſtory 
Books) 14 HWeruttaſcheſpuranum, {or 

the Hiltory of the Gods, and» of their 
Actions in the City Werruttaſchel.) 15. 
2 uranum Dirutawenkapurianums(be- 
ing the Hiſtory of the Actions of the 
Gods in the City Dirummwenkatu, a place 
about feven Miles from Tronquebar.) 
16, Mutupuramm, (treating of Mira- 

cles in the Town Mur.) Markaudapi:- 
anum, (the Hiſtory of a young Man, 
wholc 
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whoſe Name is Martanden.) 17. Ma- 
Aupuranum, (Wonders done in Wadur.) 

18. Eyateſchipuranum, (a Book according 
to which they Inſtitute two Feaſts eve- 
ry Month) 19.' Ramaianum, (a Book 
treating of the Wonders of Raman, 
by which Name 1s meant the God 
Wiſchtnn.) 20. Walakandaramaianwm, (a 
Poetical praiſe of Ramen.) 21. Para- 
aum, (the Hiſtory of Five Kings who 
were Brothers, and one of them, Tanmer 
by Name, was vilibly taken into Hea- 
ven by the Gods.) 22. [ndiraſcheiddu- 
baralam, (the Hiftory of Indirotſcheiduu, 
_ who was the Emperor of Ceylon's Son,) 
who wag'd great Wars with Romen. 
23. Rombakarnabaralam, (an Hiſtory 
Book.) 24. Jrantawadeibaralam, (the 
| Hiſtory of the Giant /rawien who re- 
bell'd againſt the Gods, ſetting up him- 
ielf for a God, but for his Ambition was 
{truck dead by the God Wiſebuun.) 25. 
Ramaſchium, (the Hiſtory of Wiſrhtnn, 
and the way of woſhipping him aright, 
with all the Ceremonies belonging there- 
unto.) 26. Ramawatarum, (another Hi- 
ſtory of Hiſchtnu.) 27. Riſchtneutudy, 
.4 Book much to the ſame purpolc.) 


aun 
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QUESTION Iv. 


Are the Contents of the 18 Puranen aud 
the Hiſtorical Relations in the 24 Agaman- 


gol, true or falſe? 


ANSWER. 
All that is written in thoſe Books, 
whether Hiſtorical or Dogmarical, is 


very true, and alſo in the Four Books of 


the Law, and in the $2/77rangol, which 


treat of T/chivens, (by which Word is 
ſignify'd the True God or Supream 


Being ;) all the People of Malabar, whe- 


ther in this Kingdom of T/choramando- 
lam, and in the Kingdom of Pantiman- 


dolam, (whole Kings are Vaſſals to the 
great Mogel, or in the Kingdom of Toz- 
damandolam, do verily believe the Con- 


tents of all the above-mentioned Books 


to be all Truth; they have many other 
Books in Hiſtory and Philoſophy not 
mentioned here. | 


QUESTION v. 
I hat is contain'd in the Siæ Saftirangol * 


ANSP ER 
The Six Saſtirango! contain all the 
Points and different Ceremonies in = 
| {111Þs 
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ſhip, that the ſeveral Sets among us 
ire oblig'd to obſerve, as the T/chariger- 
barer, Kirikeikarer, Jogigol, and Gnanigol 
mentioned already, as allo the Tſ/charda- 
ergol, (a Sect who brand their Arms 
= with an hot Iron, and are addicted to 
ee worſhip of Wiſchtnu,) Tſchuntamar- 
„ they carry the Lingum and belong 
oo the Tribe of Autigoi. (The latter is a 
= Sc that go naked, and abſtain from 
8 '\larriage, and go about begging as Ca- 
pc hing.) There are other Books, call'd 
$a//irangol, which are Philoſophical, as 
= 7/bodiriſchum treating of Aſtronomy, and 
= Pailchankum is an Almanack. Ea 


s USSTION” 8 
x; IV hat is the God univerſally wor ſhipped 
= 7: Malabar ? 
ANSHWYER. 
 T/:hivens is but one, and Misch- 
% is but one, cho' they have very 
different Names, for every new Wonder 
a God does, entitles him to a new Name; 
mar is but one God, and Pirari is 
but one God, tho' they have very ma- 
Names; as likewiſe Mariammen and 


Lumen have very many different Na 
1 an 
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and T/chiven or Ifuren has 1008 diffe- 
rent N ames, and yet is but one God. 


QUESTION VII. 


What Notion have the People of Ma- 
Jabar of the Sups eme Being? 


ANSWER. 


The Supreme Being has a Form and 
yet has no Form, he can be likened to 


nothing; we can't define him, or ſa; he 


is this or that; he is neither Man nd 

Woman, neither Heaven nor Earth, ar 
yet he is all: ſubject to no Corruptior 
or Mort. ality , and wants neither 


Sleep nor Reſt; he is Almighty and Om 


nipreſent, without Beginning and With- 
our End. 


QUESTION VII. 


By what Means can one come to the Know 
ledge f he rrue God? 


ANSWER 


Fou muſt make Choice of an honeſt 
Prieſt, and, if he is a Braman, get him 
to teach you erfettly the fix mentioned 
| Syſtems: a likewiſe he thould reach 


you the Celta, ( or As or the. 


A nows- 
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x Knowledge of Humane Bodies,) and Dad- 
duwangol, (or the Study of Natural Phi- 
oſephy,) with the Knowledge of all the 


Ceremonies, Offerings, and Feaſt Days, 
which you mult obſerve punctually. 


You muſt abſtain from Anger, and live 
in no known Sin; but excerciſe your 


ſelf in the Practice of Virtuous Actions, 


as obſerving the ſet Times for wor- 
ſhipping, and viſiting the Pagode, and 
Conſecrated Ponds and Rivers; endea- 


vouring to obſerve ſtrictly all the Com- 


mands and Preceprs of our Law, and 


live in Love and Unity among your 
ſelves. Theſe are the Means of attain- 


ing the true Knowledge of God. E 


How is the Worſhip of God performed 
in Malabar ? 1 ER 


ANSWER 
Our Divine Service is perform'd chicf- 
ly by Bramans, Pantaren, and Antigol, 


who get up early in the Morning to 
bath themſelves, and then they preparc 


their Drink-Offering, made of Honey, 


Zugar, and the Juice of the Cokoa Nut; 


_ offering at the ſame time Flowers, and 


be- 
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beſprinkling all their Offerings and J. w. 
mages with the Powder of Sandal- 90 
Next they proceed to their Incenſing, 0 
which they call Tubum, or Tubaradinci, * 
wherein they make uſe of Sandal-word 15 
and of an odoriferous Wood called 4- 0. 
gil, in a Cenſer provided for that purpoſe; 1 , 
anc then they proceed to their Meat- a 
Offering, conſiſting of Rice, Peaſe, Beam, 7 
Butter, and Cokoa Nuts, | which they fer 5 
before their Images, and afterwards: tale c 
awsy and tat it among themſelves, repeal- F 


ing at the ſame time ſeveral Formularies of 
Prayers, and read the Praiſes of the Idol, 

to whom the Sacrifice is made, and this ſort 
of Worſhip is perform'd daily, among them 


QU ESTION X. 
bat Notion have yaur People of tie 
Creation ? | 

ANS V E K. 

S God has Created Heaven, and Earth, 
and Hell, and all other Creatures for the 
fake of Man; and hinted unto him wh 
Creature is clean and fit for eating, and 
what Creatures are not ſoz and that. 

Man might know his Creator, he is fur- 
niſh'd with five Senſes, and God has pro- 
miſed everlaſting, Happineſs to them that 

N 1 85 4 
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walk according to his Will, and pro- 
nounces eternal Miſery to the Tranſgreſ- 
{ors of his Commandments. [ They ſay this 
World and all that is done in it, Vice 
and Virtue, Heaven and Hell, arc ſome 
of the 64 Sports or Comedies, with 
which God pleaſes himſelf; and ſome 


of thoſe 64 Comedies were acted by 


T/chivens in the Town Madurei in the 
Preſence of many Men: Of all which 
divine Sports the Book Hrubaddunalu 
diruniwileradel treats at large. | 
QUESTION X. 
I hat are the Means to free ns from Sin” 
+ A808 WER” 
Beſides thoſe Exerciſes and Walkings 


in the Paths of Virtue mention'd alrea- 


dy, it will not be amiſs to relate rhe 


Hiftory ot King Magareden, who liv'd 


in the Town Madzravuri. He led a ve- 
ry debauch'd Lite, and his daily Com- 
panions were the vileſt liſcreants; but 
when he aſcended the Throne he thought 
of Marriage, and took to his Wife Aa- 
[7wadi a very virtuous Princels, and 
Daughter to the King of Xa/chi in the 
Country ef the Great Magol. After 


the 
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the ſojeninizing of the Nuptial Ceremo- 

mes, and the King and Queen had retirc4 [na 
to their Apartments, the King found led 
the Queen's Body to be as it were a and 
Pillar ſurrounded with Flakes of Fi ire; Tr, 


and tearing to be burnt, let her go, and vin 
ery'd out, 0 Wife, thy Body is lovely a: mo 
4 25 ree adorn'd with freſb and new lo, Of 

: But whence is it that tis now. all the 
Fire? To whom the Queen reply'd, / N. 
have walk'd in the fair Paths of Virtue he 


and Chaſtity from my Youth "till this Mo- Ne. 
ment; but you know your Life has been th: of 
Reverſe of mine; for you have led a ſcan- WM a 
aalous Life from your Youth z 'tis therefore of 
that my chaſt Body can't bear he Touch of Aſ 
your polluted Carkaſs. Hereupon the King ſpc 
anſwered, But how ſball 1 be Partaker of | ed 
thy Chaſtity and Purity of living, that L e 


| ma) be (leanſed from my Sins ? to whom 
the Queen anſwcr'd, Sir, you are uy 
my Husvand and we muſe live together, bi 
I an altogether unworthy to give you Dire- 
| ctions for the Abjolution of your Sins; Hhere— 
| fore let's go together to Kerukker the Prieſt, 
| inhabiting the Banks of the ſacred River 
Jamunli, from whoſe Hands you ſhall re. 
wein Toe Tiſchtſchei (or Baptiſm) and 
I therewith the Remis on of thy Sins. T here- 
Aupon ſhe led him to the Prieſt, and the 
King 


— © " 
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King ask'd him very devoutly if he might 1 
be haptiz'd 3 to whom the Prieſt an{wer'd, 
/ will baptize you very willingly, and fo 
ed him to theBanks of the ſacred Stream, 
ind bid bim fit down under a Lime- 
Tre with his Face Eaſtward, and ha- 

ing perform'd all the Religious Cere- 


monies, his Prayers, and the requiſite : 
Offerings, the Prieſt laid his Hands on h 
the King's Head, and took him into the | 


Number of his Diſciples. Preſently, while 3 { 
| be was yet under the Tree, all his Sins 4 
| fed out of his Body in the Figure 4 0 

of Ravens, and flying very high rhey "23 
a) peared like fo many burning Flaſhes of | | 
Firc, and fell down again as Flakes of 4 
aſhes upon the Earth. Then the Prieſt 4 


ſpoke thus, O King, thou haſl been a wick- * 
| ed Liver, but the Merit of thy virtuuus n _ | 
or, the Prayer of à gaod Prieſt, and | 1 

the Efficacy of Baptiſm, have procumd thee. * 

Remiſſton of thy Sins. Now go home, and a 

way thy Scepter in Juſtice. and Rigb- 4 

6000s; and giving them both his Bleſ- n 

ling, he diſmiſs'd them, and thencetorth 

they liv'd togetber very happily. This | 

Hiſtory is eee of a Beok HHmuddi- | 

rakandam. and is a Parable-teachinghow 

che Remi ſſion of Sins may be attained. { 


QU E- 
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QUESTION: XII 


What are the Charaferiflicks o a win; 
Miah, or the diſtinguiſbiug Marks of II. 
dom? 


e 
The Contempt of the World, and all 
that the Vulgar calls Great; not to be 


curious about cating and drinking; to 


lay all their Thoughts and Cares ar the 
Feet of the great God; and to be whol- 
ly taken up in ſuch Prayers and Ejacu. 
lations, as are conſiſtent with found Un. 


derſtanding · He chat acts thus, is eſtecm. 


ed a wiſe Man. 


QUESTION XIII. 
What Fermularies of Pra Vers are itt ut 
, | 
ANSWER. 

Me have among us all Sorts of Pa. 


ers, which every particular Man cart: 
of his Prieſts; and beſides the Formu- 


An 
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for the obtaining the good things we 


| want. When we Pray, we reflect upon 


the Sins we have committed, either in 
Thought, Word, or Deed; or what 
we have ſeen with our Eyes, or heard 
with our Ears. We pray that all forts 
Evil may be forgiven us, and that 
vie may be Severed from an irregular 
Will, and from Ignorance in our Under- 
Vanding, and that God may be pleated 
to guard us from all evil Thoughts. 


We pray that he may aſſiſt us daily, 
with all things neceſſary for the Sup- 


port of Life; and that we may never 


cover other Mens Goods, and that we 
may be preſerv'd from all forts of Plagues 
and Croſſes; that God may bleſs all our 


Bene factors: and as for thoſe who have 


done us Evil, we pray God to reward 
them with Good for their Evil; and 
laſtly we pray, that at the Hour of Death, 


we may be receiy'd unto a- State of 


Bliſs and Happineſs. 


QUESTION xv. 
tow many Men dia God Create in the 


Be ginning 2 


De 
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ANSWER. 


He created Man and Woman, fron 


whom came the T/chaddiria Waſchi) 

 T/chuddira-Tſchadi, This Family has 
been afterwards divided into 96 Kind-. 
{They ſay moreover, that God, out «cf 
one of his 1oc8 Attributes, created M1 
after his own Likeneſs.] 


IV. 


— = 


herein is ſhewn, what Diſpoſiti- 


 onthere is in that People to n. 


brace the Chriſtian Religion, and 


their Willingneſs to partake of the 


ſame Advantages as Chriſtians du. 


FN the Year Nandanacwaruſchum, 


che Teachers of Truth, and to the 
Prieſts that are Lovers of Mankind, I N. 


ſalute you at Trongrebar, and have theſe 


things moſt humbly to propoſe unto 
you. M hen I narrowly obſerved that 
* are richly endowed with Wiſdom, 


Underitanding, and Holineſs, walking 


always according LI the Laws of your 
eel 8 God, 


ee ee ee 


Fug — 
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God, and that you wage continual War 
againſt the three Enemies, 212. the 
World, Sin, and the Body, keeping 
them in Subjection, and endeavour to 
propagate the Laws of your God, tho? 
:hrough much Hardſhip and Difficultics 
yet you never ceaſe to do well, and to aſ- 
fit Mankind: therefore I doubt not, 
but that you will obtain a Crown of 
Zlorious Reward in the other World. 
Tis for theſe Reaſons, tho' unworthy 
of my ſelf, yet in your Company, hope 
| may be elevated towards the Glory 
chat is above; as Leaves, Thorns, aud 
Prickles, break out at the ſame time 
with the Odoriferous Flowers of a Fair- 
bloſſoming Tree; and I beg J-ſus Chriſt 
that he may grant me the Favour to 
enjoy your Company daily, to aſſiſt at 
your holy Exerciſes, and be a Hearcr of 
that Law that God himſelf has given. 
This is my hearty and ardent Deure. 


* 
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LETTER SY, 
Wherein a Braman being deſird to 
tranſlate into Malabariſh the S. 
| Nance of a Boo on Controverſial 
Divinity, writ in the Bramans 


Speech 3 he excuſer himſei/ 
upon his Incapacity for ſich an 
Dndertakinge, yet offers to ex- 


plain it to him oy word of Mouth. 


IN the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 
7th of October, I Salute and Greet the | 


Reverend Prieſts Seeing you are ſuch 1: 
know all that can be learnt of Man, 
pray why do you write to me with 
luch unuſual Terms of Reſpect? for ! 


am u Man that underſtand nothirg; 


but it may be you ſhew'd me ſo much 
Honour in your Letter, becauſe l am 

one of your moſt humble Servants. 'Tis 
true, in the Art of Medicine J under- 
ſtand a little, and therefore I have at 


your Requeſt drawn a Compend of this 


Study of Pbyſick, as 'tis praftis'd among! 


* 
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Skill in Divinity, ſo far as to write any 
thing for your Information. You de- 
fire me to abridge Takka/aſtirum into the 
\alabariſh Tongue. There are ſome 
things 1 confeſs in Medicine, Mathe- 
maticks, Aſtrology, and Poetry writ in 
Malabariſh, and tis not impoſſible ro 
tranſlate Books in theſe Sciences from 
our Bromiſb into Malabariſb. But hi- 
therto no body has ventured to put 
' Takkaſaſtirum out of J Kirundum into 
Jalabariſh, becauſe of the depth and 
difficulty of the "Theological Matter 
therein contain'd, and cxpreſs'd in Phi- 
loſophical Terms, which can't be eaſily 
expreſs'd in Malabarih. But were I 
| preſent with you, I would propoſe the 
things in ſuch a Light, that you might 
expreſs it better in your own Language, 
which perhaps is more Coptous and Ex- 
preſſive than Afalabariſi; and fo you 
might commit the. Subſtance of this 
| Book into writing. This it is that I had 
* aprize you of. a 
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Wherein a Native acknowleages e 
have read in his own Languag: 
ſeveral Books writ by Chriſtians, 
to hrs great Edification; and that 
he 1s very forry, that be, lite 
many others, too much extang!c/ 
with the things of this Life, i: 
hinder'd from embracing open- 
ty the Chriſtian Religion, with 
the Renunciation of Paganiſm. 


FT N the Year Nanudanawaruſchun, the 
L 1:th of October, I N. have thro' God's 
Goodnels, and your Sacerdotal Bleſſing, 

enjoy'd Health and Plenty unto the 
very Moment. Having both had the 
*\ _Acvantage to hear your Law read when 
I was with you, and ſince have read 
and writ it my ſelf; you defire 1: 
therefore to give you a brief Account, 
wherein the chief Differences coniiit 
between your Law and ours, and what 
Thoughts I entertain of your Religion. 
You know nie well enough, and that 
my 
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my Capacity is not ſufficient for ſuch- 
an Undertaking z for to tell you the. 
Truth, I e Gt as little of the Ma- 
labariſh Law as I do of yours; and in- 
dceed I am better vers'd in yours, ſee- 
ing J have from the iyth Year of my 
Age convers'd more with Chriſtians than 
with my own Country-men. But to- 
let you know how willing Jam to ſerve 
you, 1 ſend you my Thoughts in few 
Words. All the World does acknow- 
ledge that there is a Sovereign Being, 
who has created the World, and all 
that therein is; but that Mankind dil- | | 
perſing itſelf into different Parts of the {: | 
World, is the Cauſe of different Nati - 30] 
ons, who entertain different Manners, 
Laws, and Opinions; and hence it is, 
that we receive the Manners, Laws, and 
Opinion? of the Country where we are 
horn, and with Averſion reject all that 
's not of our own native Production: 
and tho' ſometimes we perceive the 
Vanity of our own Opinions, yet we 
walk forward in the fame crroncous 
Paths, ſhutting the Eyes of our Under- 
l:anding againſt all others; but as for 
7ou, nothing is hid from you, for you 
have overcome the World, aud all its 
Vanity, and your Law is therefore ob- 
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vious to the meaneſt Capacities: for ii 
ſhews what Virtues we are to follow, 
and what Vices to avoid, and in what 

way and manner every Duty moft 

he performed, and I am fully perſuaded, 
that every Man that leads a Life con- 
formable to your Law ſhall obtain cter- [| 
nal Happineſs. But our Malabariſ La- 
is kept hid in the Hands of our Bramans, 
that neither J nor any other can either 
read or underſtand what is therein con 
tained; but receive all that the Bra- 
mans ſay, whether true or falſe: and 
hence 'tis we have ſo many Opinions, 
and fo little Certainty among us; but 
your Law preſcribes ſuch a Worſhip, as 
has no rendericy but to make Men happy. 
don't ſpeak this out of the Reſpect ! 
hive ſor your Perſons, but becauſe 
tis tlie naked Truth; and if the Inha- 
titants of this Country could live ac- 
cording to the Precepts of your Law, 

it would in all Regards go better with 
1s: for he that does what is command— 

ed, and abſtains from what is forbidden 
in your Ten Commandments, will ne- 
ver go to Hell. But why then, {ay 

ou, don't you Embrace our Religion? 

1 Anſwer, I am too much entangled in 

the Affairs of the World, as many c- 
thers like my ſelf; for we 8 
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riv'd to that degree of Wiſdom, as to 
look upon the eus and Favours of 
this World, its Adyantages and Diſad- 
ranges as you do, with the fame Eye 
of Indifferency ; and whatever Progrels 
I have made in the Way and Practice 
of Virtue, I owe it wholly to your 
Prayers and godly Converſation: For 
by converſing with you, I firſt came to 
have not only a Notion, but a feeling 
Senſe b6th of Vice and Virtue, and [ | 
may fay that by your Means I am be- | 
come another Man. Sirs, this is my ; 
Opinion of you and of your Law, ut 

you find any Miſtakes in my Meaning, 

you'll have the goodnels for God's ſake "n 
o pardon me. 35 . * 
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E T TER VII. 

herein 1s contain d an Actuunt of 
a Man ſtanding three Hours on 


bis Flead in Water to perform his 
Devotion every Morning. 


FN che Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 
1 iz hof Oflober I. V, grect the Pricits 
o Tron uebar, with a moſt lowly and 
>; profound 
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in the Water for three ſu 
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e $chalam [God fave you. 1 
have receiv'd both your firſt and ſecond 


Letter, with the reading of which 1 hav- 


been mightly refreſh'd. You ask me, if 
there is any thing in our Parts remark - 
able, relating to Religious Worſhip. 
Hereupon I have a few things which 
ſhall communicate to you, which ſec. 
to me and others very extraordinary and 
wonderful, viz. Faftward behind Aa- 


rer tal is a Village calld Diranattary, 


where there is a great Temple, in 


which lives a holy Sannaſchi, who gets 


up early in the Morning, and entring 
the ſacred Pond ſtands „ og his Head 

II Hours, with 
his Feet iifred up above the Water: 


And in this Poſture, and Space of Time 
he pertorms his Devotion; and coming 


oat of the Water performs his ceremo- 
nious Offerings. Beſides this he doth 
nothing that 1s ſingular, except that he 
Prays always 1n , Vault under the 


Temple. His Meat is only Milk and 


Fruit, he is never heard to ſpeak to any 
Man other Words than theſe, O % 


Sinners why do you come near me. Of 


this, Jam, Sirs, an Eye-witneſs: he 


Awvalutarſ Governor of a Place falls down 


before him, as do all other great Men, 
5 when 
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| when the approach him. The other 
remarkable Thing. I ſhall Communi- 


cate to you is This, Beyond NVagapanum, 
Southward by the Village Karu— 
 wwalankirei, is found a Fountain an El! 
Diameter, called Aaunigrudeiatirtum; 
it's an Ell alſo in Length, and an Ell 


in Depth, and in the greateſt Drought 


and in the greateſt Rainit's ſtill the ſame : 
The Mud under that Water is above 
Four Hundred Cubits deep. Every Friday 


great Ceremonies are celebrated here, 
and every Perſon that has been a long 
ume languiſhing they _ hither, and 


make their Offerings conſiſting of Be- 
tel-Areck, Saffron, new freth Rice, and 
Cokoa Nuts, prepar'd and mixed with 
Balſamick Oyl; and being ſpread at the 
Fountain fide, they throw into the Foun»: 
tain a Lemmon, which if it ſinks the 


Patient Dies, but if it ſwims he'll. 
Live and Recover his . Health: This 
has been experienced by many. More- - 
over barren Women having prepar'd 


themſelves by Faſting, come to this 


Fountain, and after having preſented the 


1ccultomary Offerings, throw in their 


Lemmon with this Formular, et us know 


if we ſhall bear Children or not ? And 
ik the Lemmon finks they ſhall have no 
g Children, 
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Children, but if it ſwims they ſhall 


Bear. Thi; draws and invites many 


Strangers to come to this Well, call'd 


the Virgins Well in their Language; 
for they think the Virgins of the other 
World come to this Fountain in the 
Night, to Revel and to Bath them- 
felyes: If you throw in Saffron, the nex: 
Morning the Water will ſeem yellow- 
iſh, becauſe theſe celeſtial Damſels 
trouble the Water in the Nights. Al! 


this, if you come to thoſe Parts, you 
 thall be an Eye-witneſs to: The King 


of Tanjour is at great weekly Expences 


towards maintaining their Friday Cerc- 


monies. 


Schalam, 


Wherein tis ſhewn bow the Pop! 


lace perform their Devotion. 


MN the Year Nandanawaruſ/chum, the 
13th of October, I V. wiſh the 
Daniſh Prieſts at Tronquebar Health ard 
Peace. You have deſir'd me to give yo. 
- Fx f | . 

ſome Information about the Rel'p 
ous 
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ous Worſhip of the Populace in theſe 


| Parts; becauſe the Bramans, and other 


Religious Orders, have no Converſation 
with them; for they look upon them 
as unclean, becauſe they eat and drink 
all that they can come at without Di- 
itinctionz and that they are Handy- craft 
Men, ſuch as Fiſhers, Shoemakers, Stock- 
ing-knitters, they that burn the Bodies 
of the Dead, Sc. They chuſe themſelves 
a God, and take a Prieſt from amon 
themſelves, F the Idol Mar- 
gammen, Apianar or Ellammen; others 
worſhip Ankalammen, whom others look 
upon to be a Devil; ſome adore Ma- 
nara Schwams, Taumer or Pemural, Ec. 
They celebrate a yearly Feaſt when 
they offer to their reſpedive Images, 
and adorn their Houſes with Cow-dung. 
The whole Proceſs of their Worſhip 
conſiſts R in the following Parti- 
culars. On Friday they boil Rice with 

Milk, they kill He- goats, Swine, Hens, 
Peacocks, Rice boil'd in Wine, with 
new Linnen Cloth that never before 
was us'd, and for Drink they bring 

Sure [being the Juice preſs'd out of the 
Film and Cokoa Tree. All theſe they 

preſent to their Image, hoping for a 
kind Acceptance, and that whatever 
; they 
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they pray for ſhall be given them; hav- 
ing perform'd all their uſual Ceremo- 
nies, they take away the ſaid Diſhes of 


Meat-offerings, and feed upon them, 


diſtributing Part of it among their 
Friends and Acquaintance of the ſame 
Perſwaſion; and if any Body is ſick at 
Home, they pray the Image for his 

Health, in thele Words, O God reftore , 
Health, and I Vow to give thee Ten Gilder:; 
which ſhall be ſpent in Meat-offering , or 1 
vill K F7 a le- goat, or boil Rice for thy Uſe; 

or Iwill make thee an Image, &c, Be- 
ſides this they have no other Religion, 
but their Oy Schalans. 
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Wherein is Arik: an yearly 


Feaſt of the Bramans Celebrated 
the zoth of October, with bathing 
and reading of the Law, and 
with many other Ceremonious 
ki. olemnities. 


TN the Year Nandantwers/chinw; the 

4 14 of October, | with the Prieſts ir 

 Tronquebar a Thouſandfold Schalam, Fer -- 
Proſpe- 
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Pt bs ure? You ask me, Sirs, an Ac- 
count of the Bramans Feaſt, call'd Ad- 
baſchi Dulakkaweri, where all they of 
the Bramaniſh Tribe come together in 
the Town Mairom z tis after this man- 
ner: They get up very early, and bath 
tnhemſelves in the ſacred Ponds that are 
by the Temple, and ſay their Formula- 
„ rics of Prayers, and read ſome Sections 
of the old Hiſtories of rhe Atchiev- 
ments and Miracles of their Gods done 
formerly in that Place; which Lecture 
laſts for three whole Hours in all Places 
thro' the whole Land: The People come 
together in vaſt Numbers, carrying with 
them great Quantity of Spices, Rice, 
Fruits, and other Eatables, which rhey 
preſent to the Bramans, falling down ar 
their Feet, taking from their Hands 
the Hipudi, which is the Aſhes of 
_ Cows Dung ſprinkled upon their Fore- 
Meads, as a Preſervative againſt Misfor- 
tunes. After the Bramans have conti- 
mued their Lectures 30 Days throughout, 
they are carried about the Streets in 
Palanquins, or a Sedan born on the 
Shoulders of two Men, and receive a #4 
Faxn about Four Pence Engliſh wigs 
| from every Houſe, and with this the 
Feeaſt is concluded. 7985 ' 
Z 9 LET- 
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LETTER X. 


Fherem is ſhew'd the Manner © 
caſting Accounts in Malabar. 


* the Holy Prieſts in Trongueter, 
endued with Patience, Humility, 
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and all Virtues, Preachers of the Law 
of Jeſus Chriſt to all Mankind, I wil 


Proſperity, Health and Peace; letting 
them know, that hitherto 1 am very 
ready to ſerve them according to the 
beſt of my Abilities. You defire me to 
inform you of our manner of caſting Ag 


counts; or rather, if I 'underſtand you 


Meaning, you wou'd know of me, 
which is the eaſieſt way of teaching thi: 
Science to Youth in publick or priy4'c 


Schools: To this J anſwer, Children mu 
in the firſt Place learn to read any Num- 
ber given ſo far as *tis neceſſary for dal: 


ly Practice; ſecondly, they muſt learn 
well the Nellu, or the Names of all ſorts 
of Meaſures, with their Subdiviſions aud 
Parts, as 4 Ti and exerciſe themſclv<<+ 


them 
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hem proceed to learn to read the Entſchn- 
wari Multiplication Table) and get it per- 
fectly by Heart, by writing in the Sand, 
and repeating it Morning and Evening 
with a ſinging Tone for the better im- 
preſſing it in their Memory; whichis done 
by a great Number of Boys together, the 
one writing in the Sand, and all the reſt 
ſinging; then the firſt Characters are 
{truck out, and another writes them o- 
ver, the reſt ſinging; and ſo the third 
and the fourth, till every one of the 
Company has writ over the whole Table 
of Multiplication. When they are Ma- 
ſters of this, they proceed to the 100 
| Kirimaddu (or Demonſtration how all 
Numbers to a Hundred may be multi- 
_ plied by many different ways, as well as 
ſimples ones) in which they muſt be 
very ready to anſwer Extempore, and 
then we give them an Example in Lel- 
Teo (that 1s Addition) Firſt in 
5 Numbers only, and then in nine Cy- 
phers; and when they are ready in this 
_ Exerciſe, we let them go on to the 
learning of Fraction, as 4, x, ; then 
they proceed to Diviſion by ſuch a Di- 
or that will admit of no Remainder, | 
__ which they call Oddeiwinakkanakkn, and 
ence they may go on to divide by 
a no e 
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Number admitting of a Remainder (the 
Dividend not being divided into ſo ma- 
ny equal Parts) then follows the Ailwa- 
flekkum (or diviſional Fraction) wherein 
conſiſts the greateſt Niceties of Arith- 
metick; and being here well vers'd they 
proceed to Kaſukanakku (which con- 
ſiſts in reckoning up Sums of Mony) and 
laſtly he ſhall learn the Nellukanakt, 
Awankanakku, Paitſchawarntanatu(which 
are ſeveral Species of keeping Merchants 
Accounts, where Creditor, Debror, Buy- 
er and Seller are exactly confider'd) and 
when all theſe different Rules are learnt 
perfectly, a Man may do any thing n 


Accounts, and may ear a very hand- 


ſome Maintenance in theſe Countries; 


eſpecially if he is capable of being en 


Accomptant in the Pagods, where Re. 
ccipts and Disburſements are very diffe- 
rent, and therefore the more difficult. 
Tis for this Reaſon that we look upon 
Arithmetick to be the moſt neceſſary 
Science, for reading without it, is of little 
uſe in this Land; and upon this Coni:- 
deration we pur Children to caſt Ac- 
rape 0 before they learn to write, This 
is what 1 have to fay upon this Hear. 
 &balam, VVV 
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LETTER: 
IV herein is ſhewed the Method of 
teaching Children in our Schoots, 
aud what Ceremonies are iu uſe 
among us at ſuch Occaſions. 


FN the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 
. 15th of October, I am hitherto, thro' 
the Bleſſings of your Prayers, in very 
good Health; and don't forget what 
you have deſir'd of me, v/2. to give you 
an Account of School Proceedings, and 
what Method is obſerved with us in 
bringing up our Children. Lis, Sir, as 
follows. The Child that is to bc brought 
uno our School, prepares himſelf with 
waſhing and purifying bis Body; us al- 
o his Parents, and all that are with him 
in the ſame Family: Then they you 
upon ſome Day that they eſtcem fortu- 
nite, and under the Dominion of ſorne 
lucky Star; inviting the School-maſter, 
accompany'd with all his Scholars, to 
their Houle. There they place the Image 
of 1/uren Sons. He is repreſented by 
Elephants Trunks. They preſent it wit 
«ll gorts of Meat Offerings, Cow Dung,. 
EZ det and. 
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and about two Groats in Silver, T hen 


the Schoolmaſter writes out three Pa- B. 
ges out of Ariwari (or the A. B. (. a 
Book) and beſprinkles it with the yellow are 
Juice of Cucurma Root; and er ha- on 
ving incenſed it well, they give it round, mt 
that all the Friends there preſent may led 
touch it with their Hands. In the mean lat 
while, the Child muſt thruſt his Head Bp * 
againſt the Image iniaiagen, and make 1 *©* 
three low Reverences before it. Ibs th 
done, the Schoolmaiter reads before him # 
his then written A. B. C. diſtinctly threes tl 
times, and he muſt ſpeak our after him. 
Then he takes his A. B. C. Book, and is | Eh 
lead in Triumph by the Schoolmaſter and le; 
his Scholars from his Father's Houſe to 1 ” 
the School, where he muſt repeat again T 
theſe three written Leaves of A. B. C. 1 © 
three different times; then they diſtribute bv 
Sweel-Meats among the Friends there I | 
preſent, and go back to the Child's P 
= Fathers Houlc, with the Schoolmatter 1 


and all his Diſciples, among whom Rice 7 
is diſtributed, and that Day is a Play-day, | 
and ſome Preſent is made to the Schoo!- © 
maſter. The new Scholar rides in a 
Pomp, or is carried in a Palalanquin a- 5 
bout the Streets in great Triumph. 
So ſoon a3 the Child has learnt his i | 


are not then explain'd unto him, but 


only they teach him to read diſtinctly. 


Then they read a Book in Morality cal- 


ied Konnerwebnten | which has been tranſ- 


lated into High Dutch, and ſent ſome 
time ago unto Europe.] This he learns 
to read well, by writing every Day in 
the Sand; and next to this he reads 
cramugodau (or a imall Treatiſe about 
the Gods); then they learn to draw Ci- 


phers on the Sand, and learn by Heart 


the Multiplication Table, and then they 
learn to write on Palm Leaves {which 
is their Paper] with a ſharp Pencil. 
They read the Books Mudire: and Na!- 
wart (which contain Rules of living ſo- 
berly) and read ſevera] Books writ in 
Praiſes of their Gods, not neglecting to 
periect themſelves in Arithmetick, pro- 
receding to Poetry and Hiſtory contain'd 
in the Book Toltabiam and Ramaianum. 
Being once well vers'd in theſe fort of 


Studies, and eſpecially if inclin'd to be 


a Prieit, he gocs to School, to the Bra- 


1945, Pantaren, or to the Antipol,to per- 


ect himſelf in the Studies of Theology. 
Shalom, ein = 
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B. C. he is put to read a little Book 
containing wile moral Sentences, which 
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"LETTER 

M herein is demanded if the Mala- 
bars worſhip many, or one God 
only 5 | | | | 


FN the Year Nandanawarnuſchum, the 


15th of October, I let the Prieſts in 
Tronquebar know that thro' the Media 
tion of their Prayers I am hitherto :1 
good Health. Youdefire to be inform'd ot 


me if here we worſhip one or many Gods, 
But you that have read our Writings, 
and diſputed againſt us, cannot want In- 
formation in this Point. Bur however 
I'll endeavour to ſatisfie your Demand, 
by writing you my Opinion and which 


all of us own, that. there is but one God. 
But the Gods that are worſhipped a- 
mong us, are very many, as Bima, 
H:\chtnu, Ruddiren, Maieſchuren, Tha 


 te/chiwum, Winaiazen, and Subbiramani- 
en, all ſeven deſcended from T/7had/::; 


and all che other Gods among us are 
Truth but theſe ſeven under other Ap- 


pellations or Names; and all the ſeven xc 


indeed but one Sovereign Being, known 
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by the Na:nes of Barabarawaſiu, T/{chi. 
wes, T/chataſchiwum, Barabiruma. This 
great God has created all the reſt to be 
the Governours of the World in their 
reipective Employments, and upon that 
Account has order'd us to worſhip them, 
as we find it written in all our Law and 
Hiſtory Books: For God promiſes ex- 
preſly to Reward ſuch as devoutly 
Honour theſe Perſons or Gods, But 
there are Men among us, who direct 
their Prayers to the Supream Being on- 
I, and to none other; and meditate on 
bim alone, depiſing all chat is in the 
World, ſaying that they are united to 
him, that they are in him, and he in 
them, *'Tis he that is the Giver of 
Happineſs, Biruma the Creator of all 
Things, Piſchinu the Supporter and 
Redcemer, and T/chatatſchiwum is the 
| Diſtributer of Rewards and Puniſhment. 
This is all that I know in theic Things: 
But the Bramans can give you a more 
| tull and perfect Satisfaction in theſe 
| Matters. | 


Schalams 
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r 
LETTER XIII. 
Wherein are given the Reaſon, 
why the People of Malabar 
reſuſ to Embrace the Chriſſ ian 


* . 


_ Religion. 


N the Year Nanda nawaruſehum, the 
17th of October, we greet the Pricil; 


of Jeſus Chgilt living at Trongquebar, 


praying that God, call'd in your Rel.- 
gion the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


may Enlighten our Underſtandings morc 
and more. You defire ro know upon 


what Grounds we refuſe to Embrace 
the Chriſtian Religion, to which I An 


ſwer; We have perus'd and through 
Examin'd your Law, and find it to be 
very Good; but the Reaſons which de- 
tain us from your Churches are theſe, 
Firſt, We ſare unwilling to offend great 


Men upon whom we depend, and who 
would not ceaſe to Moleſt us, if we did 
abandon our Religion. Secondly, We 
are loath to diſoblige our Parents and 
Relations. -Thirdly, This would hinder 
our Trade, by which we get a Living, 
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Forurthly, Beſides we have Families for 
whom we muſt provide. Fiftbly, We are 
too much entangled in the Vanities of the 
World S$tixthly, We believe that we ſhall 
be Saved by doing what is contained in 
your Law, tho'we Tous frequentyourpub- 
ek Worſhip, But there are many among 
ui: who refule to embrace your Religion, 
e cauſe they are ignorant of its Excellen- 
cies, and that there are fo many different 
Opinions and Sets among the Chriſtians 
themſelves z and ſeeing that the diffe- 
rent Kinds or Claſſes of Men are not con- 

ſider'd among you Chriſtians, neither 

| theneceſſary\ ery - andPurificationaf- 

| ter you have eas'd Nature; and obſer- 
ving you make no Difference between 
clcan and unclean Meat; for you kill 
living Creatures, and eat their Fleſh, 
and yet cry aloud your ſelves if you 
are ever ſo little in Pain or Injur'd: 
And laſtly, they wonder that you leave 
Houle and Home, and come hither. a- 
mong Strangers only tor Trading's fake, 
\ Theſe are ſome of the Reaſons that de- 
tain us from receiving your Religion. 
But if all the Body of the Nation did 
_ accept Propoſals of joining with you in 
Worſhip, it might eaſily be effected: 
and more eſpecially your Law would be 


wickt- receiv'd by thoſe Men among 
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us, - Who have renounced the World, 
and make no difference between Meats, 
or between the different kinds of Men. 
The common Opinion that the People 
of this Country entertain of your Re- 
ligion is thisz That your Law is very 
juſt and very good, but your Lives very 
bad: And that therefore Men ſhou'd 
have nothing to do with you, or with 
your Religion. Schalam. 
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Wherem is an Account given 
their Eatables, and how thell ift 
never Eats with her Elusban'; 
with Reaſons why they abſtain 
from Fleſh. 


1 N. kiſs the Feet of the Priefts at 


- 


1 Tranquebar, offering them all poſi:b'c 


Services; being, thro' the Mediation ot 
your Prayers, very well in Health till the 


3 777 of this Inſtant O#ober, of the Yea 
Nandonawsruſchum. You deſire me, 
&irs, to give you a full Account of our 
way of Eating, and for what Reaions 
ve ſhew fo much Averſion hs 
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ind why all the Members of one Fa- 


mily do not Eat together? My * 
ſwers to your reſpective Queſtions tte 
theſe. Some among us cat nothing 
but Marakari (or all fort of Garden 
Herbs and Roots) which accom- 


pany with very many. Ceremonies of 


Waſhing, Offering and Prayersz and 
then they cat, ſome once, ſome twice, 


and others thrice a Day. The Wife 


ſerves her Husband, and the Children 
are ſery*'d by her a- part. Men that are 
crown up repeat the Pani/catſcharnm ver 
i-youtly, and ſprinkle the Mcat wit 


Holy Water, and then fall to Eat. 
The other forts of Meat, are Aire? (a 
Garden-Root much in uſe here) La- 
ita, CorGreenFigs that are not ripe made 
no Soop) Kaddarikai (a fort of round 


Fruit of a very greeable Odour) Pawa tai 


a Fruit prickl'd without full of Kernels 


e Beans,) Aankai (a green Fruit, 
which, when boil'd, is good for Eat- 


ing) with ſeveral other Fruits, which 
are eaten with Milk, and ſometimes 
with Butter, or in Broth pfepar'd wich 
leyeral fort, of Herbs. We kecp to 


theſe ſimple Eatables becauſe they have 


deen che Food of many Ages paſt; and 


ve have A conſtant Tradition among 
* 1 . 
* 5 | 
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: us, that this manner of cating is nat oniy 
| V holſom to the Body, but contributes 
| 


to attain everlaſting Happiacts : And 
on the contrary, they that make vg 
difference between clean and unclean 
Food, ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed in the 
other World, When the Husband and 
Children have heen ſerv'd, then the 
Wite with the reſt of the Family and 
Slaves eat: For we take it for a ec:- 
tain Family Maxim, that there can be 
no Order in that Houſe, where the 
Wife cais before or at the ſame Time 
with her Husband for that beſpea“ 
Pride and Ambition in the Wife, as 
Fg it happens ſometimes among us. Pleh 
| | is bud little in uſe here, tho? there 41 
F many that eat Fiſn and Fowl, and ic- 
vera] of the {mall living Creatures. Put 
| nas for the Populace, they eat any thing 
chey can come at, viz, both unclran 
* Birds and Beaſts without Diſtinctiog 
_ One of our Poets wiites, that-whoever 
abſtains from the Fleſh. of living Crea. 
1 -Cures, all, Men and all ſorts as I1Ving 
Creatures regard ſuch a Man with the 
| profoundeſt Reſpect, and falute him 
wich a thouſand Schalam; and it's a 
_.ceived Opinion among us, that ſuc 45 
Ell. and cat the Fleſh of any Creature 
1 e „„ - Qndued 
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cndued with the five Senſes, can't ob- 
rain the Happineſs of the other World, 
but his Lot will be to keep Company 
with Emaludaktol (or the God of the Dead 
and King of Hell.) Tis alſo a Proverb re- 
ceiv'd amongſt us, That he that ſteals his 
Neighbours Goods, a Child wilt be born 
vito him who hall ſquander all away 
before his Death; and he that covets 
his Neighbour's Wife, muſt ſuffer Hell 
Torments for One and twenty Gene- 
rations, and aſter ſuch a Revolution of 
Ages, he muſt return again into this 
World to animate the Body of a Beaſt. 
Moreover our Hiftorics tell us that 
the Gods appear'd ſometimes in the 
Shape of Beaſts, and therefore out of 
Reſpect to ſuch, or ſuch a Divinity, 
Wa have an Averſion to cat the Fleſh 

of any living Creature. But however 
the wiſe Men among us look upon all 
things indifferent in themſelves, and 
that nothing is to be properly ayoided 
but ſinful Aﬀions. This is what will 
ſerve as an Anſwer to your Queſtion : 
and if I have miſtaken in any Point, 
: humbly beg your Pardon. 


E z LET. 
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O the Prieſts who propagate moi 
and more the Praiſe and Goodie 

of God, I N. with Health and Pro- 
ſperity. Tho' you know your ſclyes 
all our Cuſtoms and Manners, yet your 
deſiring me to give you an Account 
how Parents, School-maſters, Pric!!s, 
Magiſtrates, and Sovereigns, bei ave 
themſclves towards their Children, 
Schollars, Diſciples, Subjects, and 
Slaves: on the other hand, how Inferio!s 
are to carry themſelves towards Spc: 
ors; in one Word, you wou'd know the 
_ reciprocal Duties of the one towards 
the other.” To which I Anſwer, J,. 
Children are ſerv'd with all the Car: 
imaginable till the Fifth Year of thei! 
Age. Then the Boys are ſent to Schoch 
and the Girls are kept at Home to L. 
conomy. Secondly, It they perceive any 
early Iuclination to Vice in their Chi 
dren, they Chaſtiſe them ſeverely. Aud 
their Boys, when they have finiſhed 
cheir School Excrciſes, either go to Ser- 
* 3 VIC, 
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vice, or apply themſelyes - to ſome 
Trade to earn their Living. 5 
The Duty of Children to Parents, is 
to obey them and believe them in all 
things without murmuring or gainſay- 
ing; {crying them in all what they are 
capable of; and never eating till their 
Parents have eaten Firſt; aſſiſting them 
when they arc Old and Weak, and 
mourning for them when they Die, 
gathering their Bones, and all the Days 
o their Lives remembering them with 
the uſual Ceremonies and W e 
As for the Duty of School-Maſters to 
their Scholars, it conſiſts in diligently 
teaching them the reſpective Sciences 
they profeſs with Perſpicuity, to . 
all their Scholars with an Evenneſs of 
Severity and Kindneſs, and without Re- 
ſpect of Perſons, as if they were their 
own Children, having as tender a Re- 
gard to imbue their Minds with Seeds 
of Virtue, as with the firſt Principles 
of the Sciences and of Truth. On the 
other hand, Scholars muſt obey, and 
receive their Maſters Correction, give 
them no Offence or Provocation, 
and pay them Liberaly, that they and 
their Families may ſubſiſt Honomably. 
The Prieft :auſt not be given to Anger 
3 and 
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and Paſſion, he muſt be Zealous 1: 

raying the Lord in the Behalf of his 
Diſciples, to the end they may be blei- 
ſed with all forts of Mercies, and he 
preſerv d from all evi Occurrehnces. They 
maſt threaten and diſcipline the Prownrd, 


that be may be retriv'd from his Le I 
- Courſes; and laſtly, he muſt bleſs oil 


the People, rhat they may increaſc arid 
multiply more and more. The Discl. 


ple's Duty towards his Prieſt," conli!l; 


in leading a virtuous Life, worthy of 
the Prieſt's Bleſſing, to receive their lu. 


ſtructioos with a firm Faith and fal! 


Conſent of the Mind, and to endeavour 


to advance in the Degrees of Know. 


ledge, and to take care chat the Pricit 
has where with to Live comfortably. 
The King's Duty is to ſhew himſelf to 


be the Protector and common Comfort- 


er of his Subjects, laying no Impoſiti- 
ons or Taxes upon them, but ſuch as 
they are able to bear; they muſt be 
juſt and itrict to keep the Promiſes they 


have made to their Subjects, and be 
ſure to chuſe Wiſe and Virtuous Sub- 


jects for their Miniſters, that will not 


oppreſs the People; moreover to cx. 


amine well the Grounds of all forts of 
Complaints and Grievances, and witho!! 
Partiality 


che Malabarians. 81 


Partiality or Anger to puniſh Offenders. 
Latftly, they muſt abſtain from coveting 
the Goods of their Subjects, extending 
their Liberality to the Poor and to the 
Stranger, and maintaining the Pagods, 
or Places for Divine Worſhip, in good 
Order and Repair, 

The Subject muſt pay Tribute, obey 
his Sovereign's Commands, abhot Re- 
bellion, pray God to blets their King 
with Wealth, Riches, and found Wil- 
dom, and that they may pay him all 

due Subnuſſion and Obedience with 
Cheaffulneis and Alacrityz and laſtly, 
they muſt be diligent in cultivating the 
Ground, plant Trees, ind forward al] 
parts of Husbandry, that the Land may 
proſper, and that the King may rejoice 
in the plentiful Abundance of his Sub- 

The Duty of Matters of Families to- 
wards their Domeſticks and Slaves are 
theſe: Firſt, they ſhould take care het 
of their Souls and Bodies, teaching them 

how to ſerve God, as if they were their 
own Children, without Anger or Par- 
tiality, giving them allo due Correction 
if deſerved: and as for thoſe that have 

been Obedient and Juſt, let their Ma- 

ſters ſet them free, and help them to 
%%%ͤ oO WS: ſettle 
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ſettle. themſelves in the World. 1. 
Duty of a Slave is to obey his Maſtcr'; 


Commands in all things, to receive his 
Admonitions and Correction in good 


pa to pray for his Proſperity. and 
Velfare, and to. feck his Advantage 
in all things. Theſe are, according to 


my Judgment, the Reciprocal Dutics 


between Superiors and Inferiors; and if 


every one in his Station did but per- 


form theſe their ſeveral Duties, we ſhov'd 
be all of us very happy; but as long s 
every one lives as he liſts, following his 
own Imaginations, we can't expect any 


other but Plagues and Famine, with 


which our Land is viſited. at this time. 
It: I can do you any further Service, 


ya may command me, Schalan. 
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LETTER, XVI. 


Wherein is declar*d the Nature © 
. their Polity, or Civil Govern- 


ment. 


IN the Year Nandanawaruſchum the 


19th of Ofober, I V. greet and prc- 


lent my Schalam to the Royal Prieſts at 


; . Tranquelor, 
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Tranguebar; and in anſwer to your Queſti- 
ons you muſt know, that we bave Books 
in which are written the fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Land, according to 
which Kings are to govern their King- 
doms, ſhewing what Puniſhment is due 
to every Trangreſſion. Cuſtom likewiſe, 
confirmed by the Teſtimonies of the 
eldeſt Men of the Country, has the 
Force of Law. All the Subordinate. 

executive Power of the Law under the 
King, is lodg'd in the Hands of four 
Magiſtrates, which they call Seto en. 
Towns and Villages are govern'd by in- 
ferior Officers, call'd Avalutor, and Aa- 
_ niakaver, . or Bailiffs| who hear 

the Complaints of the Inhabitants, and 
before they paſs a final Judgment in any 
Caſe, they call the eldeft Men of the 
Country and ask their Counſel what is 
beſt to be done in that Caſe; and if 
chey remember of any the like Caſe de- 
an'd and judg'd in their time, the Ver- 
 dict of the Old Men is then taken unto 
Conſideration; ard if the Caſe is clear, 
Execution is done immediately: if nor, 
they refer themſelves ro the Superior 
_ Magiſtrate, where the Offender, it rich, 

comes off with a Pecuniary Mulct; it 
Poor, he commonly pays with his 12 8 
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And as for the forts and manners of Pu- 
niſhing, take this rollo wing Accoun: 
£ r | . 
Malefactors are ſometimes rack'd, fom« 


times their Feet are put in Iron Chains, 
and thrown into Priſon; they cut 


the Ears of ſome, of others a Hand 


one ſide, and a Leg on the other fid- ; 
they bind them Hand and Foot in a 
Ring, and plunge them under Water 


for ſeveral times; bind their Hans: 
behind their Back, and make the 


their Heads hanging downwards, a 


and Jet them welter Naked in the - 
Sands, expos'd at the fame time to 
burning heat of the Sun; ſometinc: 


they cut off their Heads, and at oth 
times lead them about riding on an , 


and more ſuch like forts of Puniſhments. 
Schalam. | 
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LETTER XVII. 


herein is given an Account of the 
Opinion of the Inhabitants about 
Spirits and Aparitions. 


1 N the Year Nandnuawaruſohum, the 

A 22th of October, I Greet both the 
Prieſts. You ask me it Spirits do ap- 
pear among us; to which Demand of 
yours Lan{wer, Without douht there are 
Spirits, and we look upon them to be 
Devils; for all thoſe that Hang, Poiſon, 
or any other way lay violent Hands on 
chemſelves, or die ſuddenly, their Souls 
20 neither to Heaven nor to Hell, but 
tiroul about, and arc What we call Spi- 
rits, and are under the Power of P:-on:, 
Dukki, Kali, &c. (which are the ſeveral 
Names of \the Chief Devils,) for if any 
Servant of T{hiven commits a heinous 
Crime, T/chiven, or God, curſes him, and 
they become Devils, and appear under 
different Shapes te deceive the Simple 
and Ignorant People, by ſtirring in their 
Minds many unclean and extravagant 
Thoughts; and then they appcar in the 

355 _ Even» 
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Evenings under the Form of Fair your: 
Women; and theſe we call Whoril, 
Devil, calling Men with an aud e 


Voice, and as many as ſuffer themſclve: 
to be maſter'd by the Force of Lui, 


and hearken to their Voice, they mir- 
ther them upon the Spot; but t 
that fear them they aſſault and chte! 


_ unto them, and they become Demoniach 


or poſſeſſed, and run about Naked ar 


Mad to diſturb the Neighbourhoods, 
eating Grais and Raw Fleſh. Theſe 


fort of Spirits haunt moſt of all Dray- 


ers of Water, for the refreſhing of 


Fields and Gardens, and alſo Travellers, 
and lead them out of their way; and 
thus they always go from Place to Place 


hatching and doing of Miſchief. If you 
read a Book Entitül'd Wetulaladei, you 


will find an ampler Account of theſe 


forts of Spirits. 


Schalam, 
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LETTER XVIn. 


I herein is declar'd the Differente 
that is between the People of Ma- 
labar, and the Chriſtans, in teach. 


ing. 


. the Vear A als the 


23d of October, N. wiſhes Health and 
all — of Proſperity to the Prieſts that 
preach Holineſs to all Mankind. The 
Queſtion you ay me, was to ſhew 
erween your way of 
Teaching and ours, and I think it con- 
ſiſts herein chicfly, That our Vouth learn 
in the firſt place things chat belong to 
this Life, 21 your Children the things 
that belong to the Life to come, We 


endeavour chat our Children may ſtudy 
to read and write, againit they come to 


live in the World; and you are all for 


ſtocking your Childrens Heads with the 


Rules of Wiſdom and Prudence, and 
all this you do for their Good and Ad- 


ws but not for your own Profit, as 


our Prieſts here, who ſeek theirown Gain, 


and teach (if they can belp it none but 
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rich Mens Children. But you recei-« 


the poor as well. as the rich, becanl: 


your great End of Teaching is the Hap- 


pinefs of the other. World: And this 1; 


likewite. the great Difference between 


your Books and ours; for your Book: 
regard moſtly the Life to come, and 
our Writings treat chiefly of the Thing: 
of this World. Scfhalam. WP 
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"LETTER: 


. Wherein is an 5 of 


their Weekly Feaſts. 


£5 1 N the Near Mandanawaruſchum, dhe 

124th of Ofober, being hitherto per. 
fectly in Health, I greet the Prieſts 
© Tranquebar, and with them all fort © 


Þrofperity. # Upon your finding fo ma- 


ny times of Faſtings among us, you wei: 
pleaſed to deſire me to give you an Ac- 
count of the chief Faſts that we ccle- 


brate, to which I thus anſwer. The 


Weekly Faſts are theſe, the Suns 
Monday, Thur/day, © Friday and Saturda, 
Evening. © Some one of theſe five Days 


every one chuſes for his Faſting Day, 
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ge himſelf thinks beſt and moſt fitting 
ti» his Vow and Deſiga. Our Monthly 
[ults are theſe. Engadeſrhtwurudam, Bo- 
| ralolſchum, and T/cheſirmurudum, The 
| VFalt that comes every ſeven and twen- 
tieth Day is call'd Aadrreinat/cheddirum. 
That which comes once a. Month is 
cad Ammawaſchei; the yearly Faſt is 
ſetariumudum. A Faſt kept always in 
Vober is named Kandatſcheſtiwurudum; 
the November Faſt is Aadijeitſchoma warum, 
in which Month is reckon'd four Mon- 
days; in the End of this Month is the 
Faſt Pulleiarnunbu. The December Faſt 
% Diruwadirei. The Janus) Fall is 
_co:cbrated on four du dai ſucceſiively, 
and is call'd Naidelułirmeiurdum. The 
February Faſt is T/thiwatrairei : In July 
is the Faſt call'd Nazru, celebrated four 
Sundays ſucceſſively, The Faſt in Au- 
guſt 13 Awanimulum, and that of Seprem- 
ber is call'd Airapuſchi: Moreover 'tis 
the Cuſtom, that once a Year every Bo- 
dy faſts if his Father is dead, to com- 
memorate his Name by diſtributing of 
Ams. Of all theſe Faſt- Days, obſerve 
chat ſuch as faſt on- Sanda), they do it 
in Honour of the Sun, in order to ob- 
tain Children and Riches; and there 
fore they boil Rice and Milk and gather 
Things to offer it co the Sun, with ma- 

| "ny... 


od 
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ny folemn Ceremonies. The A d. 
Faſt is in Honour of T/{chiven, Won 


we worſhip, as one that can grant us 
Bliſs and Happineſs. The Tueſday tal 
is to honour Maiddianada Schwami, one 
of 1ſurens's Sons, whom we pray to {ive 
us Children. The Wedneſday Faſt 


Honour of Maga Letſchimi, the Got 5! 
Riches. Evening Saturday taſting is tc 
_ honour Saneſcharabagatuan, who, 1: 
we believe, is that Devil that poli; 
People and torments them moſt miler- 


ably, and makes Men unhappy in ll 
their Enterprizes, as he plagued for- 
merly a King call'd. Nalaraſcha, Vis 


aid that he poſſeſſes and torments the 
- fame Man for ſeven Years, and to qui- 
lifie his Anger and Malice, we have 


inſtitured a Faſt ro his Honour, an 


_ thoſe that are zealous in his Service, 


that he becomes very gracious toward 


them, The Faſls that happen twice 

every Month, are kept in the Honour 
ef /7/chtn,defiring him to receive the o- 
tary into Paradiſe; the Original and Int. 


tutiou of all theſe are accounted for in 
the Book call'd Egade/chipuranum.” | he 


Faſt Boraloſcthum is T/chivens' beloved 
Day, becauſe for our faſting this Day 
ue forgives all Sins committed for 


cen 


— 
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teen Days, and will prevent his true 
Worſhippers from falling into any Er- 
ror, that they may be perfectly happy 
in the other World. The Fatt Tyche- 
fliwurudumy, is to honour the Image //- 
Juri, by Women only obſerv'd, that 
they may bear Children, in the mean 
while praying for the Health and long 
Life of their Husbands. The Faſt Xa- 
d;jeinat{cheddirum is in the Honour of. 
//aren, whom we pray to endue us with 
good Underſtanding and Wiſdom, and 
to make us happy hereafter. The 
Monthly Faſt Day Ammawaſchz7, is in 
Honour of the Dead, wherein we pray 
Fiſchivens to make all our dead Relations 
N in the other World. The year- 
ly Faſt Actariwurudum, is inſtituted for 
the attaining good Underſtanding and 
Knowledge. The yearly Fatt Kandar/- 
cheſtiwurudum is in the Honour of. Sub- 
Hramanien, to whom we pray to root 


out all our Enemies, and to aſſiſt us to 


walk in the Ways of Virtue. That 
call'd Kaddiſeitſchomarvarum, is a Faſt 
highly eſteem'd; tor he that offers the 
| Blofſoms of the Tree Willam on this 
Day, and lights the Lamps in the Pa- 


god at his own Charges, merits infinite- 


ly, and the Devil Zmadudako] can't ap- ” 
Cin; e proach. 
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proach ſuch a Man. The yearly ., 
cail'd Nompu, is good for preſery;p 
pe - hy * 
Houſhold Scuff from receiving any Da- 
mage; and he that neglects the ſolem. 
nizing of this Fait, all his 'Houſhold 
Stuff will rot and ſpoil, as tis written 


in a Book which treats expreily of his 


+ 


Faſt. The Faſt Dirumwadirei, tic 


Wives yearly obſerve for the Profperi. 


l s | | Fg 
ty of their Husbands. The yearly Vat 
Naiudutirumtiwurudum is in Honovnr of 
the Sun, and for the getting of Chil- 


dren. There is a Book extant that 


gives an Account ot what great Re war, 
he may expect that obſerves the E. 


_ T/chrwaratire, upon Condition he offers 


to Y/thiven the Leaves of the Tree . 
lam. The Faſt Nah a in the Month Ju- 
ty is in the Honnur of the Sun, where- 
in they beg and pray him for all Necel- 
_ faries. The yearly Paſt call'd'Fwan;my- 
lura is inſtituted to pray Iſchuren to 
cord them the hop'd-for Happine's in 


the other World. The Faſt Aira 


chei is inftituced in Honour of Saraſeſu- 
Badi, who is pray'd to make us happy 
and proſperous in Arts and the exerci-— 
fing of our E mployments; and chat call d 
Didi, is employ'd in praying T/chivens in the 
behalf of our dereas d Parents, that the) 
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may obtain Reſt and Happineſs in the 
der World. Pullciar Lſchawadi is in- 
: raed alio to draw the benign Influ- 
es of Heaven upon our ftudying Wil- 
dom and other practical Sciences; laſtly, 
[i cignndaFEgadeſchi is in Honour of IWi Veli 
1, they ule to watch all Nigbt, cating. 
nothing but the Soft or Juice of the 
Tree Dolaſhe. If you would know 
maze of theſe Falls, conſult learned 
1 0 and Authors that have handled 
uſtriouſy this Argument, deſcri- 
ng the Origin, Authors, aud Nature 
aeg . Schalam. 


I ET TER XX. 
I ber ein 14 explain A the Genadolo- 
9” of their Gods. 


N. the. Year Nandanawarnſchun,. the 

24th of October, I N. greet the 
Vrieſts in Tranguebar. Yeu deſue me 
1» inform you in things, that you your 
ſclyes underſtand better than I da. You 
reject all our 7779 and pra y to what ; 
Purpoſe ſhow'd'T 81% you an Account of 
theilt Genealogy? ſhould advance 


Any 
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any thing that is not written in our 
Books, you wou'd condemn me for 4 


Liar: If 1 fend you that Account d 


have of them in our receiv'd publick 
Writings, you'll charge me with Ex- 
travagancy and Madnets, But ſeeing 1 
your Deſire it ſhou'd be fo, I'll ſhew 
you how willing I am to ſerve you, tho' 
upon the Expences of my own Reput:- 
tion. The Gods moſt famous in our Law 
and Hiſtory Books, are the 1/umr 11907, 
Biruma, Wiſchinu, Iſeburen, Who have 
a thouland other Names beſides. I's 


ſaid of Biruma, that he is the Creator 
of all Things, and when he created 


Man, he writ all the fatal Occurrences 
of his future Life in his Forehead, which 
weill unavoidably come to paſs; {for they 


are writ by Biruma in viſible Chara- 


&ters, on that Part of the Skull which 
we call the Sture, for they aſſert that 
thoſe little Streaks indenting into one 
another, are the Fatalities of the Per- 
ton, mark d there by the Creator's Hand |, 
Biruma's Wife is Saraſhubadi, The 
Book Negendu | a Poet that treats och 
S of the Gods] gives an Ac- 
count of all his Names, and Worſh Dpærs. 


* *% 


Miſcbinu is a Protector and Deliver, 
and has alſo many Names: Ihe two Gad. 
a | a delles 
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deſſes Maga Leth{chini and Pumadenei are 
his Wives, who are likewiſe pray'd to, 
for the obtaining of what we have a 
Mind to. Maga Leihſchini is the God» 
des of Fortune, and her Preſence or 
Abſence is thought to be the Cauſe of 
Men's Miſery or Happineſs in this Lite. 
"Tis further ſaid, that / iſcbinu came 
nine times into this World to deliver 
and redeem Men from Deſtruction, and 
to ſet them to rights again; Once more 
he will come into the World in the 
Shape of a Horſe. He has one Son call- 
ed Kuſchen, born of Tſthidei, in the 
Houſe of Walmigarariſbi 5 Prophet! 
who lived in a Wilderneſs 
very auſtere Life, before whom the 
new-born Child was laid; but while the 
Prophet was bleſſing the Child, and a 
long time in a contemplative Rapture, 
Zſchidi removed the Child Kea/chan from 
| before him, and having ended his De- 
votion, he ſaw that the Child was ta- 
ken away, and thought a wild Beaſt 
had inatch'd it, and therefore took pre- 
{ently a Log of Wood and made it un- 
to a fine Child, and faid to his Mo- 
ther, There is your Son, to whom ſhe 
preſently reply'd, az a little aſtoniſh'd, 
Good Sir, what ſort of Child is this? the 
ä EEE Mo 


„and led a 
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Prophet reply'd, '7i; your Child, take hin 


away, and bing him up, and thenceforth 


he was call'd Lawen, and taken fon th 
Son of Wiſebinu. So that we may lay, 
he had two Sons. {/churens's Employ 
ment is to reward or puniſh every one 
according to his Works, and is very 
kind to all his W orſhippers, giving them 
Riches and Honour in abundance, 2 
when they die, he takes them into ine 
Paradiſe, where /h n himſelf dM; 


eſpecially if they offer unto him e 


Leaves of the Tree Villam. Ile has 
t WO Wives, Iſpari and Aenkbabe Hani, 


whoſe ſeveral Names are fpecify'd inthe 


Book Negundu, Iſchuri and Leiſe be, 
have the ſame Worſhip paid to them 


on Earth. This [churn has two Sons, 


Wikkineſcharen or Pulleiar, and Sula. 
manicy. The firſt Son, form'd of his 


own Secd at the appearing of Wiſehin 
to him in the Shape of a Woman, 1: 


calPd Arxicaribuddiren, who is alway: 


honoured with Offerings when one be— 
gins or undertakes any great Enterprice; 
for then the Deſrgn will have good Suc- 
cels. Subpifananien is honoured with 


Offerings and Prayers, that we may not 


be led by the Devil into Temptation, 
and that he may deſtroy all our Ene. 
EA gl e 7 eh 
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mies. The other Gods that are wor- 
ſin'd in our Pagods, arc Periatampiran, 
3r-the Devil call'd the God of this 
World, Aianar, Pirarior, Dukkei, Kali, 
Il iren, who are al! Demons by the Curſe 
of the Supreme Gods. We look _ 
them as Protectors of Towns, Vil 
lages, and Provinces, and that they ſtand 
in awe at the repeating the Prayer cal- 
led Tfeivens Panſchatſcharum. They re- 
ſpcct allo thoſe that have the Mark 
 Wiſchtnum- Attaſcharum on their Arms, 
and revere the Names and Praiſes of the 
Gods Subbiramanien and Pulletar. If the 
Inhabitants become cruel and mercileſs, 
then theſe Demons chaſtiſe them, and 
vi! not be atron'd or reconciled but by 
many Offerings, as He-Goats, Swine, 
Hens, ſtrong Liquors, Rice differently 
prepar'd, and other Meat Offerings, to 
appcaſe their Diſpleaſure. As for the 
332000000 Gods mention'din our Books, 
and the 48000 Prophets that art in the 
World Dewalogum or the World 
where the Gods reſide | where Dewen- 
diren rules as King, we have indeed ma- 
ny Books that treat of ſuch Subjects; 
but the Names of all theſe Deities are 
known to few or none; and therefore 
0 tell their * Employments 
| ens a be 


98 An Account of 


mn a methodical Order, as you deſire we, 


: 
| 
l 
l 


— 
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is altogether impracticable, for there 
wou'd be no End to be hop'd in ſuch 
an Undertaking. The Book Nee-»d 
will give you the fulleſt "Account ot 
their Employments, Order, and Gene- 
alogy, of any Writing that is extant a. 
mong us. Schalam. 
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herein 1s ſhewn the manner 'f 


dividing Inheritances, 


To the Prieſts (that preach inte!“ 


1 gibly to all Men, and ſhew the 


right way of attaining Salvation and 
Happinels) living in Tranquc har, I N. 
Wich all Happineſs and Proſperity t 

your Requeſt 1 fend you a ſhort Ac- 
count how Inheritances are divided a- 


mong us, and *tis as followeth, If a Fa- 


ter has ten or twelve Children, he divides 
his Hate among them; but 'tis to be ob- 
ſerv'd that Daughters have no Shares, but 


8. o 
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their Brothers are oblig'd to maintain 
them, and employ them in che Affairs of 
Houſe-keeping. But if the Father ſhou'd | 
happen to die before this Diviſion is 
made, the Children folemnize in the 
firſt Year their Father's Funeral with 
all the uſual Ceremonies; and if they 
can't live friendly together, then they 
call fome of their Friends and Relations 
o divide their Father's Subſtance into 
equal Shares amongſt them, and thoſe 
dat are unmarried, have the Marriage 
Expences,over and above their Share, al- 
lowed to them, Bur if they live loving- 
together, the Elder Brother by com- 
mon Conſent is declared Head of the 

Family, and they eat and drink out of 
the common Cath, every one following 
nis own Employment. But if the Fa- 
ther dies indebted, every Son takes a 
Part of his Father's Debt upon himſelf, 
and fo the Debt is paid. But ſome- 
times the ſecond Brother, if he is abet- 
ter Economiſt, is made the Head of 
the Family, and the wiſeſt of the Fami- 
iy is the Junge and Arbitrator in all their 
Differences, but if they will not ſtand 
to his Deciſion, they appeal. to the Or- 
mary Courts of Judicature. 
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 Shewing how Women are brought 


up in the Pagods to attend 40 
their Lives ou the Pagod's Sor. 
Dice. 


1 Nethe Yeur Nandanawaru/chum, the. 
.. 25th of October, I ſend Greeting to. 
the Prieſts; you deſire me to give you 
ſome Accouut of the Manner of Educa- 
ting our Religious Women call'd He- 


olaſchigol. In ſhort take this for An» 
ſwer: They muſt be well ſhaped, they 
muſt learn toread at five Years of Age, 
then go to the Dancing School, where 


they wear Under Garments, and anom 
themſelves daily with Oil to make then 
Members more pliable; they learn fi1it 
a Jig or Dance call'd Tagu Deri Kirata, 
Dadintinuteu; and having perfected them 
ſclves in all torts of Dances, by the Dan- 


cing Maſter that is maintain'd at ihe 


Charges of the Pagod, they go back 


again to the firſt School ro ſtudy 3ll 


iort of moral and poetical Books, and 
having exercis'd themſelves thus till nine | 


C. 
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er ten Years of Age, they are to give 
1 Pablick Specimen of all their Dances, 
| and other Exerciſes they have learnt, be- 

bre all the World in the Pagod or Church, 
and this ſolemn Act is call'd Aranteddnta- 
gnum, or the Woman's Marriage Day, 
and the Prieit betroths her ſolemnly 
with a Nuptial Chain ro Kumara-Schaw- 
mi, one of the God U/rrex's Son, a 
great Lover of Women. The Prince is 
there preſent to repreſent Rumara - Schma- 
”m!, otherwiſe call'd Subbiramamen. She 
receives then a new Name, and takes 
one of the chicf Inhabitants of the 
Town for her God-father; they are 
commonly Baſtard Girls brought up to 
the Service of the Pageds, upon the 
Fxpences of rich Perſons, which is rec- 
 kow'd a very meritorious Work. Their 
Under. Garmenrs trail on the Ground, 


| and their npper Garments are very ſtrait; 


their Noſtrils hang golden Rings, 
d on their Foreheads a ſemilunar Plate 
of Gold, their Hair is full of hanging 
Trinkets and Bawbles, in the tip of their 
yars hapg golden Rings, their Necks arc 
adorn'd wich Chains of Gold or of Pearls 
or Coral, about their Arms are tyed 
iiiver or gold Ribbany, and many other 
Ornaments for their Feet, which is te- 

F 3 dicus 
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dious to deſcribe here. In this Dr 
they go and attend the Service of 
Pagods, and being now arrived to he 
Age of Marriage, they are marry'd | 
Appearance the ſecond time, obſerving 
all the uſual Marriage-Ceremonies, 11 
after this they lead the moſt ſcandals 
Lives, proſtituting themſelves ro a 
- Comers, by keeping Publick Stews; 
for the Order forbids them lawful Mar- 
riage. They are oblig'd to go to their 
Pagode, Morning, Noon, and at Even- 
ing, the ſet times for burning of Inc: 
by the Prieſts; for then they ſhew Ge- 
itures with their Hands, and dance uv. 
Lamps in their Hands before their Ido, 
the Muſicians playing at the ſame time 
on their Inſtruments for the Space ot 
one hour; fuch as are made of Wood, 
Braſs, Leather, or Skins, which 15 42 
ſort of a Drum. All theſe Ceremonics 
being at an End, every one goes to her 
own Houſe, which is kept in Repair at 
the Expences of the Pagod, and they 
themſelves receive their Daily Portion 
of Rice And the Muſicians receive 15 
Fanos a Month for a Sallary. Thus 1. 
have given you a ſhort Account of what 
you deſir'd me to inform you in. 
— 2 Schalam. 
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LETTER XXII. 


herein 1s an Account given of 
hat the Women learn and do. 


bk 4. 7 FS >. 
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1 N. ſend greeting to the Prieſts in 
1 Tranguebar, the zoth of Ofcber, in 
the Year Narandacvaruſchum. Sirs, our 
Daughters, till the Fifth Year of their 
Ze, are carefully ſerv'd without ap- 
plying their Minds to any ſort of Learn- 
ing or Buſineſs; and from that time they. 
accuſtom themſelves to all ſort of Houſe- 
_ wifery, if their Parents have Buſineſs for 
them; and poor Folks put them to Ser- 
vice, as to go on Errands; and When 
they are Seven Years of Ape, they 
learn to boyl Rice, to ſpin, and to make 
Mats; and when Nine or Ten Years 
ot Ape they are eſtcem'd Marriagable, 
2nd thenceforth they are not permitted 
to go Abroad, unleſs Accompanied with 
two or three other Women; and when 
once Married the keeps cloſe in her 
Father-in-law's Houſe, and does the Buſi- 
nels of the Family, in which conſiſts 
all their Education: For no Girls are 
1 „„ 
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ent to School but thoſe that are 


ſign'd for the Service of the Pagode, or 
the King's Daughters who learn al] 
ſorts of Sciences. Poor Women cn 
their Living by pounding or biuifing 
Rice, and ſuch other Employments. |f 
the Husband dies ſhe is taken under 
the Protection of the Husband's Bro- 


ther, who takes care for her and her 


Children; but if ſhe has no Children, 
ſhe rakes the nuptial Jewels, or What 
elſe ſhe brought with ber, and retires 


to her Father's Houſe, or to fome of her 


own Relations. This is the way of 


Living that Women obſerve with us. 


Schalan. 


— 


: a . x £ 9 . 97 8 5 5 
3 « 1 " ” 4 * * — * - # . 1 4 . af k 
» ng "xz k ( * * 1 94 MN. 44 . 4 79 * * 4 N " 2 
X ha . 2 . [4 . p . 4 Fe * 7%* K 
; . f p — 4 C 4 þ 4 y 1 N ; % a 77 N L * 2 4 4 SS 4 
7 * ow =» . 


LETTER” XXIV. 
Hherein ON, ſbewn the way of pre- 
paring the Aſhes. with which 
the Iichiwapaddikarer beſprini!: 
themſetver, and what Cerca znc- 
nies are uſual on that Occaſion. 


TN the Year Nandarawaruſthum, the 
1 zd of November, I N. preſent boch 
the Prieſts my moſt hum le Scha lam 


You 
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You wou'd, I find, be inform'd how the 
Dirimuru is prepar'd with us. I Aniwer, 
i:'s diverſly prepar'd ” Bramans, Panta- 


and Antigol, but the genuin and tru- 
et way of making ir, is thus. We 
take à Cow all over Black, and fed not 
with Grafs, but with green Straw, and 
take her Dung, and with repeating ſome 
formulary of Prayers we form it into 
Jumps, and for four or five Days dry 
it in the Shade, and then in the Sun, 
dil] it's harden'd z then they take it to a 
holy Place {Famous for Miracles done 
there by Iſcburen) call'd T{ch:wadalan- 
e and lay à great deal of Chaff in that 
Place, and put Fire to it, and when 
dhe Fire is quench'd they take the Aſhes 
a a Veſſel, and with ſome Formulary ot 
Words they ſprinkle it with Water, 
and fir it, ſift itrhree Times thro' a 
Cloth, and make it again into Lumpe, 
which they dry, and ſeaſon it with all 
forts of odoriterous Blooms or Flowers, 
and bring before their Idol, and make 
vie of it in all ſort of Offerings; this is 
the Dirunamun (or Aſhes prepar'd by the 
Bramans and ober Prieſts) ; but the or- 
inary and common Dirunuru, may be 
ade by any Man without any preliminary 
Ceremomiesz it being but Earth found 

MH on 


them Earth thence, but while 


Mixture. And the third Time, 
| His Thoughts to Ruddiren and Anoinis 
dis Breaſt; che fourth Time he thinks. 
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on a certain Mountain, which they 


allay in Water, and bruiſe it ſmall, and 
— it thro' a Sieve; they that go 
ilgrimage to Dirrappodi har; With 
am no 

#iſchtnupadikarer I can't tell you the 


Way of preparing it, nor what Cercmo- 
nies are us d in beſtrewing themſelves 
with theſe Aſhes. But the Ceremonics 


us'd in the Dirunuru are theſe, firſt the 


Man waſhes all his Body with great Di- 
votion, then takes the Aſhes in his 
Hand, reciting devoutly the Prayer 
Namat/chinusia, and other Forms learr'd 


of their Prieſts, and likewiſe takes up 


in his Hand ſome drops of Water, and 


waſhes his Body therewith, repeating 


n Form of Prayer: And if 'tis in ehe 
Morning he turns his Face towards the 
Eaſt, and if in the Afternoon he turns 


it towards the Weſt. Then he takes 


the Aſhes in both his Hands, and rubs 
it together, e his Thoughts 
the mean while to 

his Head with it, and the Perſon thinks 


of the God Tychivens in particular, aud 
beſmears his Ferchead with, the ſame 
e directs 


ON 
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on Wiſthtnu and Anoints the Navel. 
be fifth Time he Anoints his Back, 
addreſſing his Contemplation to Bruma, 
beſmearing likewiſe the Neck, Knees, 
and the Arms, And ail this Anointing. 
is to keep-off Emadudato] (or the 110 
ſenger of Hell) who comes to fetch a- 
way the Dead, which is effectually done, 
as we believe, if we repeat the Prayer 
twenty Times that we have learn'd of 
our Prieſt. When this Action is ended, 
one ſings a Hymn in the Praiſe of ſome 
Idol that he has choſen then for the Ob- 
ect of his Devotion, cithet in one's own 
Houſe, or by a River's fide. Why they 
Anoint the Body with three Fingers, 
i becauſe it's order'd in our Law; the 
Advantages of this Anointing, and the 
marking one's ſelf with the Dirundauum, 
am not capable to give you ſufficient 
Satisfaction in; you may if you pleaſe con- 
ſult Perſons that are more Learned than 
my ſelf in this Point. 1 


Schalam, 5 
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TER XXV. 
Of Husbandry. 
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N the Year NMandanawaruſchu m, the 


6th of November, I N. ſend greet 
ing to the Prieſts. In Anſwer to your 
Demand, take this following Account 


In the firit place, they that make Pro- 
feſſion of Husbandry, muſt have Cows 
and Oxen in their” Poſſeſſiun, à Plow, 


and Plow- ſhare, Joke - cords to tye the 
Cows or Oxen together, Forks, Sickles, 
and ſuch other like 4nſtruments. They 


muſt Ployy their Ground in the Month 


of July, and Sow in it their Karnel/s 


which they have moiſten'd in a Poo! 


of Water a great part of the Day, and 


Sow it; they make the Ground even 
und pv by a Board drawn over thc 


Field by the Oxen, upon which Board 


the Plow-Man fits, to preſs the Seed 
the better into the Earth. If it's any 
other ſort of Seed, then they Harrow 
the Ground with a Branch of white 
Thorn which we call Tarei, When 
the Neliu (their ordinary Corn) 

a docs 


the Place where it was fir 
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does ſhoot about a Span above Ground, 
then they prepare another Field by 
watering it well, into which the Vella 


to be T ran{planted. There are {-veral 


{orts of this Karnellu, ſome kinds of it 
Ripen in September, ſome in October. 
As ſoon as this Harveſt is over, then 
we Sow the Piſchuma Nellu, which is 
the beſt fort and more wholſom than 
that of the firſt Sced, for now the Rains. 
fall and ſoke the Earth plentifully. A- 
mong all the ſorts of Grains among us, 
there is but that which we call Han- 
tamittan that js not Poms mgm from 
ſown. Of 
this kind of Corn we have nineteen 
different Species, as Arinviagen, Kuru- 
wei, Porkal; Se Beſides the Nellu we 
have many other kinds of Grain, which 
have their different Culture and Sea- 
ſons for my We have in our Gar- 
dens Saffron, Ginger, a ſort of 'Tur- 
nip calla Tſchirukiranty, Onions, 
Sugar Canes out of which we preſs our 
Sugar; and Wy Tobacco Leaves grow 
with us plenti ully , _ which is a Plant 
but lately known to the Europeans. Out 
of all our Nel/z or Corn we pay three 
Parts out of Five to our King, and the 
half of all othe Brains. 


„„en AXVIL 

IV herem is fhewn how unwillino 
the Pagans hear their Religion 
cry d down, and how they find as 
many Faults with the Chriſtian 
Religion. _ 


N the Year Nandanawaru/chum, the 
1 8th of November, N. N. preſents his 
humble Schalam to the Prieſts at Tau- 
quebar which teach the way of Holine!+, 
and fight with the Weapons of the 
Holy Spirit. I have obſerv'd, Sirs, that. 
all your deſign and end in Preaching is 
to deftroy our Religions affirming that 
all contain'd in our four Law Books, in 
our ſix Saſtriangol, and in, the 18 Puranen 
is altogetcher falſe: And that we, by read- 
ing ſuch Books, are drawn away fron: 
God into groſs Errors, for all our Hiſto- 
_ ries (ſay you) and our other poetica! 
Fictions, arc Inventions of Devils, whom 
we Worſhip in our Images. You af- 
firm moreover that we ſuppoſe the Ex- 
iſtence of fourteen Worlds, and chat 
| „ 11 
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m the World Dewologum there arc 
23000000009 Gods, 48000 Prophets, 
and very many Muſicians, which you 
ook upon as ridiculous. That we at- 
tribute viſible Shapes, Wives, Children, 
and Comedies to our Gods, ſeems co 
you abſurd. Our Offerings, Caſtings, 
and Pagod-worſhip, poo eftcem ſinful 
Actions: And you elleem it both ſin- 

ful and fooliſh, that we carry about 
us the Nuddiraſchangol, (or a ary'd Fruit 
which the) hang about their Necks as ſome- 
thing contributing to Holineſs, beſmear'd 
with Aſhes of Cows Dung. You blame 
us allo for the Reſpect we have for 
Cows, the Worſhip we ſhew for the 
Sun, that we look upon ſome Days 
lucky and ſome unlucky, and you are 
diſpleas'd with us for ſtudying the Ma- 
gick-Art. You laugh at our Pilgrima- 
ges, Waſhings, Formularies of Prayers, 
manner of doing Penance for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins, our Diſtinction of Fa- 
milies, our manner of Eating and Li- 
ving, and that of our Alms- giving: Un- 
dier pretence that we are Heathens 
and Enemies to God, under the Curſe, 
having no repenting Hearts, and in a 
ſtate of Impoſſibility of pleaſing God 
with all our outward Works of Righte- 
Hr BEG ouinels, 
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ouſneſs, becauſe they are not the way 
of ſerving God according to his own 
Will, but Ways en 
own Brains. Fe OR | 
*Tis true ſome Things there are in 
our Worſhip that may be reprov'd, 
and we confeſs there are many Immoral:- 


ties rife among us; but does it follow 


that therefore there is no Good among 
us, or no Virtue exercis'd among Hca- 


thens? This is notircaſonable to con- 


clude. But were we, as you fay, Wo. 
ſhippers of Falſe Gods, we could have no 
Virtuous Actions at all ** us; but 


we have in Effect ſuch holy Men a- 
mong us, as no Man could ever hac 
accus'd of the leaſt Sin. Is it poſſible 


then that our Law can de falſe, that 


commands all that is Good, and chrea- 
tens to puniſh Evil, and that we can't 


be happy in the Obſervation of it? In 


ſhort, every Nation has its own Man- 


ners and Faſhions, which to another 
Nation ſeem Ridiculous; and ſo dis 
with Religion. God is manifold and 
various in his Creatures, and in all his 


Works, and it's his Will and Pleaſure 


to be diverſly worſhipped by diver!: 


Nations. Our Law is good in it fel}, 


but that it's blam'd by you, it's our 
; 5 Th OW 
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own Fault, While we do not Live 
ſtrictly according to it, or that we do 
not ſtudy the Grounds of it to be more 
ready to defend it. But on the other 
ſide, if we are to judge of the Excel- 


rr ene r 


lency of the Chriſtian Religion, by the 


Life of Chriftians that come to hve a- 
mong us, we can't have any great E- 
ſtcem for it. For we ſee little Juſtice 
or Chaſtity exerciſed among them. 
iſe good Works, or 
1bes very will- 


Mar 


I murther living Creatures 
and ext them, obſerve no Cleanlineſs, 


deſpiſe all other Men, and are very 
Covetous, Proud, and Angry. Our 
Bramans (ay that the white Nations 
have no Notion of Vice or Virtue, 
have no Regard either for Good or E- 
vil, but are meer Adamess, that is Men 
that mind nothing but ſinning. But 
thoſe among us that have read your 
Books, confeſs that your Law is very 
good. But it ſeems to us very ſtrange 
that you worſhip a God murther'd by 
his own People. But who am I, te talk 
of theſe Things ? and did we diſpute 
all our Lives, it muſt at length come 
to this, chat we are all God's pany 499 
have 
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have the ſame way of entring into, and k 
the tame Exit out of this World. B30 tir : 
God exerciſes his Mercy on us, fo x p 
we are happy; and as he ispleag'd to g- 
vern us, ſo we muſt obey him, and can 4 
do neither more nor leſs then What e 
his deſtin d and decrecd for us. Schals 
Ne e | 
LET TER: XXVE. 7 


5% PT TO GRAN 
IV herein is declar'd the Difference 
between the Chriſtian and Mala- 


* 


bariſh Neligion. 


IVV. with Health and Peace to the | 
. Prieſts at Tranquebar, who preach 
the Law of God the Creator of al 
Things, and pray that their Doctrine 
may be profitable to many 
In reading your Books J find this Diffe- 
rence between your and our Books. Flirt, 
your Books are writ in Proſe, and pro- 
poſe things very clearly, but our Books 
are moſtly poetical or in Verſe, which 
Stile is hard to be underſtood by ſuch 
as do not underſtand Poetry; and alſo 
your Books arc chiefly treating of the 
- Things 
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Things relating to the other World, 


and as every Man is concerned in his 
own Salvation, ſo he may caſily under- 


{tand the Doctrine of Salvation. But 
our common People underſtand nothing 
n Religion, which the Bramans mono- 


polige to themſelves; and our Religious 


len or Prieſts do not explain the Law, 
but fing ſome Verſes of it, which are 
{uired ro their own Imereſt. But there 
are ſome of our Bramaxs that underſtand 


our Law, as well 8 you do underſtand 


yours z as for Example, how the World 
is governed, and how a King is to go- 
vernghis People, and how every parti- 
125 
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cular Perſon is ro carry himſelt; what 


we are to believe of the other World, 


why ſo many Gods are to be worthip- 
ped, and why we make uſe in our Wor- 
mip of cary'd and graven Images. of 
Stone and Wood, and other things of 
that Nature. But the Bramans keep 


theſe things to themſelves, and tell us 
ach things only as regard their own. 
Advantage, for the procuring to them- 
ſelves a good Maintenance. This is 


what I had to communicate to you. 


LETTER 


—_— — 


Tea 
LEASE TT TER XXVIR 

 Wherein an Account is gi ven of 
Prieſts and of thew Diſciples, 


Shewing how each are to behave 
' themſebves. „ 


PF the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 
4 oth of November, 1 greet the Prieſts 
who wiſh me ro inform them, how 
Priẽſts and Diſciples are to behave them- 
ſelves; to whom I return this Anſwer in 


an Hiſtorical Paſſage. In the time when 
the three Royal Families T/cheren, T/ch- 
ren and Pautien ſway'd the Scepter it 


theſe Countries, the King then rulin- 
order'd it to be enquir'd A Common- 


n if there was any Karankaru near 
at 


Hand [that is a Prieſt quite wean d 
from all the Concerns of this Life and 
a Prieſt in that Town hearing the Cry- 
er's Voice, he got the ſame Cryer tocry 


throughout the Town, if there was a- 


ny where to be found a Karanar/chiſchon, 
or a Lay-manor Diſciple that was quite 


diſengag'd from all worldly Ties «nd 


earthly [nterefts. Whereupon ſome in- 
OT, 1. - forming 
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forming the King, ſay ing, Sire, did nat 
your Majeſty order the Cryer to cry out 


fi Karanakuru, and be cries for 4 
| Karanat{chiſchen? Lhe Cryer was call'd 


tor by the King, and being ask'd who 


put him upon crying for a holy ſancti- 


iy'd Lay-man, whereas he order'd hun 
to cry for a holy Clergyman; the Cry- 
er told rhe King that twas ſuch a Prieſt 
that put him upon it. Then the King 


as ed him, Can theg, ſoccy me that Pries? 
He anſwer'd, yes Ste; whereupon the 


King laid down his Royalties, and put 
up another on the Throne, and went to 


the Prieſt in his Kingly Robes to be onc 


of his Difcipics. Then the Prieſt ad- 
| drefling himſelf to his other Diſciples, 
laid, This Mas has not advanced ſo far in 
eit denial, that he can bid adieu to bis 
Royal Robes, whereupon he took him 


_ with him to a Banker; to whom he ſaid, 


3 Jir, take this Man under thy Inſpefti- 
ou, and advance me two bundred Rixdollars 


abon hims The Banker ſeeing that be 


was richly cloath'd, and glorioufly a- 
dorn'd with Jewels, counted out to the 
 Prieft the ſaid Sum; whereupon after 


ſome Inſtructiom given his Diſciple, he 
Dent his way. The Banker for ſome 


Days admired the Coſtlineſs of this 


Diſciple's 
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Diſciples Jewels, and therefore treated 
him magnificently. But after ſometime 
he bid him lay down thoſe fine Jewels, 
which he voluntarily did, giving them 
to the Banker, and was then thruſt ou: 
of the Houſe, and was forced to lye in 
the Streets, the Banker's Maid carrying 
him ſome Meat. Then the Diſciple reffect- 
ing upon his Maſter's Documents lifted up 
his Heart ro Ged. And having ſuffer'd 
many Hardſhips in this Manner for forme 
time, at length Jſaren had Regard 
to his Prayers and Sufferings, and de- 
ligning him for Happineſs, ſent one of 
his Meſſengers to adminiſter Conffel:ti- 
on to him, encouraging him to follow thr 


Prieſt's Advice in every Point, and ſtand 


faſt in his Faith and Love, Hereupon 


came the Prieſt and paid the Banker his 
two hundred Dollars, and re-rook his 


Diſciple, when fitting together unde 
Tree, and telling his Prieft by whom 


he was comforted, and that the time of 
his Redemption was at hand, the 


Prieſt gave him more wholeſome Inſtru- 
tions, and led him into a Foreſt where 
they pray'd together, and where //urcn 


and ſur; appearing to them viſibly, car- 


ry'd away both Prieſt and Diſciple unto 
Paradiſe, And this is an Example 10: 
Cer Og 3 Matter 
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Maſter and Diſciple to ſteer the Courſe 
of their Lives accordingly, that is, the 
Prieſt muſt be knowing and fincere in 
giving good Inſtructions to his Pupil, 
and the Pupil muſt obey cheerfully with- 
out gainſaying his Maſter's Initructions. 
This is what I had to communicate to 
you at this time, 


Of the Flood, of the Morld's Con- 
 flagration, and of the final Judg- 
mem, and of a New Creation. 


on” 


TN the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 
k 11th of November, I preſent my 
S$chalam, with Hands up-lifted, to the 
Prieſts at Tranguebar, who defire me to 
inform them in what I am not vers'd 
in my ſelf, that is, what we believe of 
the Deſtruction of this World, and of 
that which has been deſtroy'd already. 
What I know of theſe Things is as fol- 
loweth. One World is deſtroy'd by 
Water, of which Flood, Miſchtuu foretold 
the Inhabitants, and afterwards lent them 
his Aſſiſtance: As for the Duration ws 
_ mw TO ads 


432000 Years will be the Duration or 


m 


this World, you muſt know ha 


the Kaliujum of it, of which time 


4337 Years arc already paft, and then 


the World is to be deſtroy'd by Fire, 


after that every one is to be judged, and 


God will begin a new Creation. This 
is all that J have heard of thele Things, 
If it was not for the Care gf this Lite 


to get a Livclyhood, I would apply my 


ſelf ro know more of theſe. Matters ih: 
are paſs d and that are to come; but 


we muft only mind the preſent, becauſt 
of theſe dear Times, and becauſe of ou: 


Families, for whom we mult take Care. 


But you are free from worldly Cares, 
you have nothing to trouble your Minds 
and en age your Thoughts, but hea- 


venly things; and yet you live comfort- 
= and can help others with your Aims, 
and we mind nothing bur this World, 


and yet are not the u Mep we 
are born in Pain, broug 


ä f It up to the 
great Affliction of our Parents, and 


when they dic we Inherit all their Mi- 
feries in the maintaining of our Bodies, 


which in a little time are to be burnt to 


Aſhes. Schalam. 
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LETTER XXL. 


 Wherein the Correſpondent dleclures 
his Inclination and Deſire to em- 


brace the Chriſtian Religion. 


N the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 
11th of October, I N. ſend Greeting 
to the Priefts. Fit ſome time ſince | 
came to this Land from the Coun- 
try of Marawerſchen, and join'd my ſelt 
to you; and the laſt time you ſpoke with 


me, you bid me'go to your School, to 


underitand the Grounds of Religion, 
that 1 might the better capacitate my 
lelt for Service among you: thereupon 1 
put my ſelf to School under the Care of 
your two School-Maſters, and have been 


obedient to them, and have not only 
read throughout ſome of your Books re- 


liting to Religion, but 1 have read our 


the Takkaſaſtiram' and Maudiratſe hwari 


(ora ſhort Syſtem of Dini iy) and have 
cotamitted them all to Memo y, and in 


ii Weeks time have learn'd Accompts 
and all that great Boys uſe to learn, and 


have aſſiſted at their Sermons both in 
. 3 .--- their 


r 
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their Houſe and at the Church. I bad 
lome Piacture and flight Knowle 
before of your Religion, but knowing 


the Grounds and Nature of your Do- 
Frine I am reſolv'd to be Member ef 
your Church, and to embrace your le- 


ligion as the fure way to Happi ne. 


Pray God in my behalf that he may 
graciouſly bring me out of Paganiſm, 


You know chat in this Country I have 


none to help and aſſiſt me, but God on- 
ly, upon whom I throw my feif who!!v; 
what Meaſures I ſhall take, I am pot 
yet refoly'd, therefore be pleas'd ro belp 


me with your Counſel, as one of your 


Diſciples. Before I came to you.! 
thought my felf very learned, but after 
J converſed with you, 1 ſoon percciv”.! 
thar I underſtood nothing, and bad necd 


to go to School with little Chili:cn, 


Morcover I know not how long Ih 
to live in this World, and when the Da. 
of my Death will come, therefore Ig. 
{ire I may be further inſtructed and pc-. 
_ pared for receiving the Holy Baptin, 


that I may leave the way of Sin and Page. 
niſm, and convert my (elf by fincerc Me- 
penterice to an honeſt and holy Convcr- 


ſation. I beg of you alſo to give me 
further laſtruftions, how 1 may continue 
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in well-doing, that I may, together with 
you, enjoy the 5s Cor of the other 
World. My Mother is very old, and 
always brought up in Paganiſm, and 'tis 
with difficulty ſhe can comprehend the 
| Grounds of your Religion, and has hitherto 
learn d no further than the Command- 
ments. This I was willing to acquaint 
you with, pray pardon me if I miſtake 
in agy Point. The Grace of God the Fa- 
ther, the Redceming Power of God the 
gon, and the illuminating Virtue of the 
Holy Spirit. the increaſe of Wiſdom, 
the Propagation of Truth, and blame- 
ic's walking according to God's Com- 
mandments, an Ho'y Eloquence to preach 
the Word of God, and that powerful 
Efficacy in ſhewing all Sinners the way 
of Salvation, all Bleſſings, Spiritual 
Riches, in this World Victory, and in 
the next Happineſs, that all theſe things 
may remain and abound with you rich- 
ly, is my earneſt and fervent Prayer for 
you all, 7 . 
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LETTER xXXXI. 


herein the 2 declares; 


what are the 


pes 2 bis Sal- 
Vat ion. ene 


N the 1 Nandanawaruſchur, the 


14th of November, I ſend greeting 
to the Prieſts in Tranquebar, who cn- 
deavour to drive away the darkneſs of 
Paganiſm, by reaching the D.Etrine ct 
true Wiſdom z; and according to your 
Deſires 1 fend you the Grounds upon 
which 1 hope to be ſaved, and this in 
ſhort is what 4 firmly believe, That there 


is but one God and Supream Being, 


who is Lord of All, having created thc 
World, and all that theren is. More- 
over when 1 ſee a holy Prieſt, I revers 
and reſpect him, by lending an attentive 
Ear to the ir Inſtructions, and receiving 
them with al! my Heart; and as for our 
| Pagods, Images, Offerings, Feaſts, and 
other Ceremanies in uſe among u, [ 
| hold them for meer Inventions of Mens 
Imaginationsz but I make my Religion 
to conſiſt in conſidering Morning and 
| Evening 
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Evening that there is but one God wo 
creited me, and then I cry out, O Lore, 
all that we do is Sin. This 1 reflect 
upon with Sorrow of Heart, and then 
break out and cry, Lord forgive us our 
Sins z then I ponder with my ſelf the 
Sayings and Deeds of wiſe and uner- 
ſtanding Men, and conſider the Nature 
of both Good and Evil; and all the 
Heatheniſh Worſhip of many oppoſite 
Gods is nothing but the extravagant 
Whimſie of Mens Fancies, and receiv'd - 
in the World becauſe accompany'd with 
the Splendor of outward Pageantry, and 


becauſe of that blind Reſpect we pay 
fs 


to the Cuſtoms of our Anceſtors, 


zs for your Doctrine of the Nature aud 


Remiſhon of Sins 1 comprehend very 
well, as alſo the Nature of good Works, 
all which is darkly and unintelligibly 
taught us, for the Bramans will let no 


Man know the true Contents of the 


four Books of the Law, and of the ſix 
Saſtriangol : How then can we know 
theie things? Bur I have impreſt this 
preat Truth in my Heart, that there's 
but one Creator of all Things, and pray 
him to forgive me both my known and 


vnknown Sins, and do ſtudy to know 
wat is the Will of this God my Creae 
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tor. This Progreſs l've made by read. 
ing your Books, otherwiſe I had remain. 
ed ſtill in Ignorance, How God will 
diſpoſe of me the remaining part of my 
Life, I know not. 1 ſay often with m. 
ſelf, thou art not worthy to enjoy cver- 
laiting Happineis hecaufe of the daily 
Tranigreſſions which Lam guilty of by do- 
ing, hearing and acting; bur rotwith- 
ſtanding all my Unworthineſs, I know 
that your Prayers for me to God will 
be of great Uſe. This. is all I had to 
@Cquaiut you With, 1 


Aherein is contained an Accoiint 
of a Prieſt and his Diſciples that 
did eat Cows Fleſh. 


TN the Year Nandenewaryſchum, the 
1 14th of November. I V. grect the 
Priefts living in Tranquebar. You on. 
der that eating of Cows Fleſh is decmd 
io great a Crime among us here, but 
there have been Men of your Opinion 
among our ſelves that thought it law- 
ful to kill Cows, and eat their Fleſh ; it 
1 8 | WI 
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will appear from a Prieſt much eſteem'd 
for his holy Living, and who had many 


Diſciples that eſteem'd him very 
highly, He took a Reſolution to 
g2 a Pilgrimage, in the mean while 
viving all neceſſary Leſſons for his Scho- 
lars to obſerve in his Abſence, for en- 
tertaining Faith and Love among them- 


ſelyes: Then he began his Pilgrimage, 


to whom two of his Dilciples ſaid We 
vill turn Pilgrims alſo and bear you 
Company, and coming into a great Fo- 


reſt hungry and wearied, thence they 


went to a Village inhabited by Zargier . 
(or @ ſort of poor Pepe that eat all fort 
of Fleſb and otber things which. other: 
deem unclean) who offer'd tit Prieſt 
Cows Fleſh boil'd, which he did car, as 
did alſo the two Diſciples; but the 
Prieſt, not aecuſtom'd to eat Fleſh, vo- 
mited ir up again in the form of the 
Flowers of a Tulip, and the Diſciples 


vomited pure Fleſh, and the reaſon of 


the difference was the great Faith the 
Prieſt had on God: For he that hath a 
ſtrong Faith, Love, and Conſtancy, a'l 
things are clean unto him, Jet him car 
what he will, for 'tis Faith, Truth 


1 and 
Love are the Virtues that God f 
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LE T TE R XXXII. 


of Alms given yearly by the Ss 
for their Fathers Souls, and of 
Funeral Ceremonies, call'd Didi. 


| *, the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 
th of November, | N. greet the 
Priefl at Tranquebar, You ask me an 
Account how the yeaily Alms upon a 
Father's Death are diſtributed among 
433 to which Tanſwer, When the Auni⸗ 
verſary Day is at hand, the Son or Sons 
of the fleceaſed provide themſelves all 
ſorts of Eatables and Garden Fruits, 
Bloſſoms, Santal-wood, and all ſorts of 
Spices for Incence, and moreover about 
ten Meaſures (Marakal) of Rice, ſom: 
more, {ome leis, according to the Ab- 
lity of the Maſter of the Feaſt, who 
mutt get Milk and other things in rea- 
dineſs; and muſt cleanſe all his Houſe 
the Day before the Feaſt, and the Rooms 
muſt he ſmear'd with Cow. dung; all 
Cloaths muſt be waſh'd, and all the Fa 
milly wear clean © Noaths. Then preſent 
chemfelves cigh ty ten, twenty or thirty 


Bramaii:, 
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vent, whom you muſt invite to fit 
down. The Son that undertakes in his 
Father's Name to deal out the Didi, per- 
forms all his ceremonious Purifications, 
and when he has done, he finiſhes the 
whole Work: The Braman: take of 
this conſecrated Water and ſprinkle him 
with it three different times, throwin 
allo Flowers on his Head, this is done 
by three or five Pramans. When this is 
done, then he lays before them Fig- 
leaves, upon which he ſets ſeveral ſorts 
of Meats, calling upon the Name of 8i- 
ruma (God) Wiſchinug I fchiven, and gives 
the Braman: (who ſtrow'd Water and 
Flowers on his Head) new Cloaths, and 
to the other Bramens their reſpective 
Portions. Then he falls at their Feet 
and Revercnces them, falling on his Face 
_ before them; then he brings Rice and 
all fort of Fruits unto the Place where 
the Bramans are, and makes a mixture 
o! all by kneading it together and form- 
log it into Lumps, three or four of 
which he lays upon a Fig-leaf, and thinks 
on his deceas'd Father, Mother, and 
Grandfathers, and behaves himſelf fo, as 
if they were there preſent eating of his 
Fealt, en he takes all away and keeps 
it; laſtly, he makes another Preſent to 
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the Bramans, and diſmiſſes them, Then 
he calls his Friends, Relations, and 
Strangers, and deſires them to eat, and 
preſents them with Bezel Areck, and dif- 
miſſes them with all demonſtration of 
Reſpect and loving Kindneſs, and ſo 
much of Didi. As for our Funeral Cere- 
monies take the following Account. 
Before a Man dies, he endeavours ycr, 


tho' at the Extremity, to do good Work, 


conſiſtig in Corn, Cloaths, Mony, 


Fruits, and other Fatables to be diftti- 


buted partly to Bramans, and partly to 
the Poor and to other Strangers. 


The Bramans per form all Funeral Co 


remonies which the Law commands 
be done on ſuch Occaſions; as Fi, 


As ſoon as a Man is dead, the Braman 
is ſert for to waſh the Corps with Wa- 
ter taken out of the Pagcds, or Tem- 


ple, then they make Burat-Offerines. 
In the mean While the Ceremonies are 
per form'd with the reading of the Law ; 
then the Corps is carried to the Fune- 
ral Pile to be burnt, where all thc 


Friends and Relations follow with their 


Heads cover'd, throwing ſome Grains 


of Rice on the dead Corps, laying it on 
the Pile, the Son of the deceas'd taking 


Santal- Wood and fires the Pile, near 
5 5 where 
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where the Head lies, and then the whole 


Pile is ſuddenly all on a flime. The 
next Day the Son accompany'd with his 
Friends come to the place to gather 
the Bones of the deccas'd, and car'y 


them into a River, This 1 write to you 


very compendiouſly, knowing none of 


theſe things are hid from you. 
Sebalam. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
Of the Diet of Children preſerih 


by the Rramans in onder to have 


a wholſome Conſtitution. 


IN the Year Nandanawruſchum, the 


& I7th of November, I N. greet the 
Priefts, Younsk what is the wholiom- 
eſt Diet for Children aud ur . 


o which 1 anſwer, Children of five 


Years of Age arc to get up betimes in 
the Morning, and two Hours afterward 
they ſhould Breaſtfaſt on what was boil- 
ed the Day before. At Noon they muſt 
eat freſh boil'd Victuals well ſeaſon'd 


with hot Spices, as Pepper, Fc. alſo give 
them cool Milk, and Batter-milk with 


Rice 
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allow'd ſomething to ſtay their Stc- 


machs; at eight a Clock at Night give 


them Milk and Rice, and if you hay: 
no Milk at hand, make them a cop 
with Samarni and Pepper, and let them 
cat it with Rice, Let them waſh the 


hole Body once a Week without fail, 
anointing the Head and all their Mcm- 
bers wirh Oil once in four Days. Give 
them the Drink whole Preparation is as 
followeth, Take the weight of a Pez11- 


of Pepper, and three Sprigs of the 
Tree Webbamaram, to which add hal! 
the. weight of a Pagode of Fennel; mix 
theſe in Powder and boil them together, 


But thus Children muſt be dieted when 
they have attain'd the cleventh Year of 


their Ape, they muſt learn their Leſſons 
for three or four Hours every Morning, 
perform their Devotion according to the 
Law, and every Morning before Sun - ri- 

fing cleanſe their Teeth with a piece of 
Lirae-tree, or of any. other Tree, rub- 


| bing chem allo with Athes, {or (is very 


wholſome. After they have perforn'd 


their Devotion, they may learn till nine 


a Clock, and then eat of what was let: 


the Night before, and then dine about 


one of the Clock z but. let all their Vi- 
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Auals be well ſpic'd with hot and bitter 
Spices, but let theni not eat their Meat 
while *cis very hot, for *tis not whol- 
ſome unleſs very well butter'd. Sleep is 


not allow'd to Children in the After- 


noon, for tis very prejudicial to their 
Health; after eight a Clock they may 
eat Suppers; thus Children are to be 
dieted till the ſixteenth Year of their 
Age, and then let them Exerciſe them- 
ſelves tor bodily Health two Hours every 
Day, parge once a Month without fail, 
which is good like wiſe for more tender 
Years, once a Week let them wath 
their Bodies, and anoint their Heads and 
Members very well with Oil, waſhing 


the ſame afterwards with Water. Drink 


once in four Days of the above-mentio- 


ned Drink. If you diet them thus, they'll. 
{eldom be troubled with Sickneſſcs. If 


was to give an ampler Account of this 
Matter, I muſt write out two or three 
hundred Sheets of Paper. This I have 
_ writ compendiouſly and in haſte. Let 
them go to Bed at ten a Clock, and ac- 
cuſtom themſclves toawake in the Morn- 


ing three Hours before they get up. If 
you would know more of thoſe things 


icnd me a Man than can write in Mala- 
2@riſp, for, I can write in Telinkiſh only, 


1 
i 1 
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and 1 will diftate unto him what i: 
worthy to be known further on thi; 
Matter. d4dacbolam. 
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rw ES RN IXXY: 
Of their ſuperſtitious Obſervatio:: 
of Signs and Wonders, to fore. 


know the had and good Succeſs of 


12 both the Prieſts in Tranguebas, 
1 who preach the way of Happineſs 
to the Inhabitants of this Land, | pre- 
ferr my moſt humble Schalam in the 
Year Nandanawaruſchum, the tnth of 
Nodember. You cefire ro know what 
are the Cuſtoms of this Coumry in Re- 
lation to Prognoſticatione, or Signs fore» 
running and pointing out as it were bid 
or good Succeſs. Did you, Sir, bur 
conſult the Learned that make Profeſſion 
of theſe Sciences, they could in all things 
give you a full Satisfaction, to all th: 
_ Circumſtances of your Queſtion, in 45 
much as they have all the Books that 
deſcribe all thoſe Signe, ſignificative c 
ther of Good or Evil; but ſuch en 
n LG; that 
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that are illiterate like my (elf, can give 
you but a very imperfe& Account of 


ſuch things. Vet, however, that which 


is commonly known among us, as 4 re- 
ceiv'd Opinion, is this. When any Man 
has an Undertaking to begin, 'tis thought 
neceſſary to chuſe a lucky Day for that 
purpoſe, and fays this Project of mine 
will mect with good Succeſs, when he 
goes out of Doors; after this, he ob- 


ſerves all that meets him, or happens 
unto him, very ſerupulouily. If he hap« 
p*ns to ſneeze, he turns in the Book of 


Prognoſtication to the Chapter of Sneez- 


ing; if a Crow croaks, to the Chap- 
rer of Crows or Birdsz and in general 
'ris interpreted as a very bad Sign if a 


blind Man, a Braman, or a Wathcr-Woe 


man meets one in the way; as alſo when 
one meets a Man with an empty Panel, 


or when one fees an Oil-mill, or if a 


lan meets us with his Head uncover'd, 
or when one hears a weeping Voice; 
or ſces a Fox croſſing the Way, or a 
Dog running on his right Hand, cr when. 


2 poor Man meets us in our Way, or 
when a Cat croſſes our Way; and many 
other ſuch Signs are all portending bad 


Succeſs. Morcover when an Eathen- 


Pot-Maker, or Widow meets us, we 
3 inter- 
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interpret it in the worſe Senſe. When 


one ſprains his Foot, falls on his Head, 
or is call'd back, preſently the Profeſſors 
of theſe Sciences are coalulted, and they 
preſenily turn to the proper Chapter for 
ſuch a Sign, and give the Interpretari- 
on of it. This is all 1 know of this 
matter. | Sebalam. 


LETTER XXXVI. 
FW hat manner of worſhip the W;- 
men perform in Malabar. 


FN the Year Nandanamaruſchum, the 


1 18th of November, to the Prieſts in 
Tranquobar | V. fend greeting. You 
ask me, Sirs, what manner of worſhip 
our Women perform in order to obtain 
everlaſting Happineſsz to which I an- 
ſwer, when a Girl is 7, 8, or 9 Years of 
Age, ſhe gives herſelf a Diſciple to her 
Farents Prieſt, and when the is Married. 
ihe lets herſelf be liſted in the Catalogus 
of the Prieſts Diſciples, and hears rhencc- 


_ forth their Diſcourſes and Documents, 
going into their Pagods, and makes her 


| Schalams or Salutations to the Images, and 
3 to 
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to the Bremans, If ſhe is yet Young 
ſhe goes alone, but it ſhe is Marriageable, 
ſhe is always accompanied with two, or 
three other Women, who every now 
and then beſtrew themſelves with con- 
fecrated Aſhes, and pre: fent their Offe- 
rings, in the mean while repeating the 
ſorm of Prayers they have learnt of their 
P:i-(ts; What they have offered in their 
Houſes to Pulletar (an dul) they give 
among the Poor, Moreover they ob- 
ſerve Faſtings and Vows, and if a Wo- 
man is of gocd Undegſtanding, the per- 
forms the Ceremonial Purifications com- 
manded in the Malabariſb Law in honour 
of their Gods, Some go often unto 
the Pagods, others pay their Devotions 
to the Images in the Streets when they 
are carried about on Feaſt-days; for then 


| every one at the door of his Houſe pre- 


lents the Idol with lifted up Hands, and 
a very profound Schalam. They do the 
ſame if they hear that there is any ſuch. 
tolemn Feaſt kept in the Countrey a- 
bout, but into maritime Towns our Wo- 
men do not go, becauſe of the European. 
 reliding there, whom they mightily fear, 
Therefore our Women that diftinguiſh 
themſelves from the reſt, ſeldom walk 
in the Streets, fearing to meet European: 
1 i | 
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or Moors, The Women carry theix 
Cenſor with them to make their Offe. 
ring. In general, they are very Chari. 
table; when the Prieſt comes to their 
Houſes, they hear bis Inſtructions in the 
firſt Place, then they ſet before him 
Meat and all forts of Fruits. In onc 
Word, the Women obſerve all that che 
Men do in oder to attain Happine%. 
This 1 had to communicate to Fo 
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 Wherein is ſhew'd, that theſe Pes. 
Pele judge all the outward Cere- 
monious Worſhip, without the iu. 
ward Worſhip of the Heart, 10 
be unprofitable and to ub purpoſe. 


I XN. wiſh the Prieſts Health and Pro- 
ſperity, with all the neceſſary Elo- 

quence and freedom of Speech to preach 
the Doctrine of Holineſe. You have 
deſired me to inform you by writing, 
it all our Religious Worſhip cor ſiſts 
chic fly in the Performance of externa! 

Ceremonies, ot Whether it be our Opi- 

nion 


r 
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nion that it conſiſts alſo in the inward 
Devotion and frame of the Mind? to 
which I anſwer, that moſt of what we 
do in Religion are outward Performan- 
ces, as viſiting the Pagods, puriſying our 
ſelves with Water, and ſprinkling our 
ſelves with Aſhes, hanging about us the 
Rrddiratſchango!, Pilgrimages, worſhip- 
ping of Images, Offerings, bathing our 


elves in divers Ponds, building Alms- 


houies, Monafteries, Convenicnces for 


Travellers, Pagods and Waggons for the 


Images, faſting and doing Fenances, all 
which Works are external Performan- 
ces: bur the internal part of Worſhip 
conſiſts in Love, Faith and Sincerity, 
whiek is the moſt effential and excellent 
ſort of Worſhip, without which all the 
reſt is nothing at all in the fight of God; 
for when we Pray or Offer, our Hearts 
full of Love ſhould be directed to God. 
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LETTER XXXVIW. 
WW herem is ſhewn the Difference 


between the Supream Being, and 


the other Gods. 


TN the Year Nandanawaruſchur, 


the 19th of November. As for the 


Difference we make between the Su- 
pream Being and other Gods who arc 
worſhipp'd in this Land, take this for 
an Apſwer. In the end of the World 


all theſe Gods, Prradiar, Ayanar, Peria- 


tampiram, Elarimen, Mariammen Du 
Lei. Bayabani, Tanmer, Mannarſchwami, 
 Ankalammen, Wirabaddiren, will then 
ceaſe to be ſuch, for in the beginning 
they were but the Servants and Chick 
Miniſters of the only Supream Being; 


but becoming Arrogant and Proud in 
their own Imagination, pretending to 
the Power of creating Man and other 


Creatures, God to puniſh their Vanity 
thruſt chem into this World, where they 


addrefs'd themſelves to the Almighty, 


ſaying, O God when ſhall the time of our 
Redemption core? to whom Cod Almigh» 


ty 
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% anſwer'd, Go into the World, and le 
Kings over Devils and evil Spirits, and ſee 
that they do no harm to Mankina, and for 
cur Proteiiion Men ſhall celebrate yearly 
Feaſts to your Honour, and preſent you Of 
ſerings, Stay as You are until the end of 
the World, for *tis my Will it ſhould be ſo; 
t in the end of the World you ſhall be re- 
ei ved 19 Happin: J. And while 'tis 
thus written in our Law, tis for this 
Reaton we Honour thele Gods with 
ycarly Feaſts and Offerings, and there- 
fore there is an infiriiie Difference be- 
tween theſe Gods and the Great Supream 
Being But as for the Gods Iren, Pe- 
nal, and Kuddiren, they are the ſame 
with rhe Supream Being, differing only 
Nominally, We ſay alſo, that Subbira- 
1anien is God's Son, who was created 
for this reaſon. There was chen a King 
call Tſchurapadbiama ruling over 14 
Worlds, entertaining a thouſand Miriad 
of Soldiers, and offering many Injuries to 
_ the other {ſubordinate Gods thit were 
under th» Supream Being; and therefore 
a joint Complaint being brought azainſt 
him to the Almighty, he created Subbira- 
nauia Schwami, and ſent him with Or- 
ders to kill that King call d J ſebura- 
padbama. Hereupon Subbiramanien 
| | mount- 
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mb unting ona peacok's Back came, kill. 


12 &- id 


and geſtroy 'd this King, and all his Race, 


upon which Account he obtained rhe 


higheſt Degree of Happineſs, as a Re. 
ward of his Proweſs and great Service, 
in ſubduing the Enemy of the 
Gods. We fay further, that ſeeing vil 
theſe Perſons 45 call Gods are compes. 


bhended in the Divine Eflence, we think 
there is no great Difference between then. 
and the Supream Being, who is ſtill che 
lame, Unchangeable, and Immortal, a. 
in the end of the World all thoſe God“ 
| ſhall return again into the Eſſence of the 
Supream Being. Wiruma, Wiſchtnu, Rud- 


diren, Tſchatai| chiwum, Maceſchuren, an 


Gods of five Faces, or the Supream Bc- 
ing's five Aſpects, which five Faces «©: 


Ate, i in the end of the World will 
be made again one. This is what I have 
to return you tor an Anſwer. 


Schalam. | 
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"LETT ER XXXIX. 
herein is an Account given of De- 
moninks in Malabar. 
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N the Year Nandanawaruſchum,gthe 
z 20th of Novemberz being ask'd if 
there are Men poſſeſſed with Devils a- 
mong us, and of the manner of curing 
ſuch, to this Queſtion of yours I (end 
you the following Anſwer. There are 

without doubt poſſeſſed Perſons amon 
„ for there is in this Land a ſhe Devil 
called Ratrert, who poſſeſſes ſeveral Per- 
ſons, eſpecially handſom young Women, 
and m*kes them neglect the Affairs of the 
Fa cgily, their Husbands and Children, 
aud do nothing but turn their Heads 
adhout, and ſing continually, and ſcold at 
a thoſe that approach them, beating 

dem with Stones and running about 
like mad. They talk without Coherence, 


have no Appetite to Rice, or to any o- 


ther fort of Meat, run into the Woods, 
«nd paſs their time there, or in old Pa- 
pods which are in the Power of the 
Devil, with whom they play and ſport. 
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Thus they ſtrowl about, and when they 


_ are. pinch'd with Hunger they cat an; 


thing that comes in their way; if any Mar 
undertakes to ſpcak them fairly or admy- 


niſn them, they rail ar him and beat him, 
excrciling all Miſrulineſs and extravagant 


Practices; moreover there is among vs 1 


Devil call'd Periatampiran, who poflciic; 
Mien in ſuch a manner that they can't d.. 
geſt their Meat, but vomit it up again, 


turning always their Heads awry these 
fort of Men we lead unto the Pagods of 


the God Proreftor againſt the Devils. and 


offer unto thoſe Gods, He-Goars, Swine, 


Hens and ſuch like Eatables, and pur the 


poſſeſſed Perſon to fit under the lmage f 


the God Protector, in order todrive out the 
Devil, and ſpeak thus to the Image, What 
will you have more, Mother ? will you laue 


any other ſart of Meat-offerins, for ] an 


willing to give it you? and the Poſiciio, 
fitring before the Image, Drums ear 
and other forts of Muſick are play'd upon; 
in the mean time they ſtrike the polici- 
ſed Perſon with a Cudgel to threaten 
the Devil, and thereupon being tright- 
ned at this Treatment, he gets ou: of 
the poſſeſſed Perſon, who 1immediate!; 
comes to himſelf, and ſpeaks ſoberly, 45 
he was wont to do when in his right 
N bene 
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There are ſome among us poſſeſs'd 


with the Devil E!:/chipi/cha/chu, others 


with Bareipiſchaſchy Bramanap!/chaſchr, 
7/-hurakatupi/cha,nu, and ſome with Bi- 


rumakatſchad; and Wettunipiſchaſchu, If 


one leaps voluntarily into the Fire or 
Water, or lays violent Hands on him- 


{-1f, or commits any Capital Crimes, 


we look upon all ſuch as poſſeſs'd De- 
moniacks. There are likewiſe Witter 
Devils, who fright Men in paſſing over 


great Rivers, in order to haſten their 
Und. Now, all Devils can be driven 
vut and difpoſſeis'd, except Brama- 


napiſchaſchn, Bareipiſchaſchu,*and Biruma- 
"2! /chagi, for none of theſe three De- 


Vils can be driven out of a poſſeſſed Per- 


ion, tho? you bring him to the Pagods, 


before the Images of the Gods by whoſe 
Name you uſually Conjure them our, yea 
tho" we Conjure by the Name of the one 


only God the Supream Being, yet the 


poſſeſſed can't be deliver'd of his Plague 


ri!l he dies. The other Devils that can 
be conjur'd, cry out in Anger when they 
are threaten'd to be driven out, promiſe 


to be going, and to aſſure thoſe that 


are preſent, that he is departed from 
de Patient, he ſtrikes a Pail of Water 


lay'd 
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yd there on purpoſe to affure hen 
of his Diſpoſſeſſion, complaining in le 
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mean while of Injuſtice done him. in 
driving him out of his Poſſeſſion. 


LETTER«XL. 


Wherein is given an Account of 
WW itchcaft prattis'd among . 
 #Heathens, 1 


JN the Year, Nandanawaruſchum, be 


1 21ft of November. You ask 1 if 
there are Witches among us; to which 
1 anſwer, Ayanar, Pattirakali, Hair 


en, Piratampiram, Katteri, Rinacwirab ad. 


firen, Mariammen, Aulalammen, Rattariu- 
nen, Munnariar, Antareutawirabada: , 


all theſe are Protectors and Patron ot 
Towns, and Kings over the otht: De- 


vils. To theſe tutelar Gods, we bing 


 He-Goats, Swine, Hens-Eggs, itruny 
Liquors and other Eatables for Offerings, 


then we vow to give twenty Perdous, 


theia. Then one Swears by the Pri | 
meſaren to obſerve this very rehgiov '7, 


JN: 
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in a folemn Formulary of Prayer, ſayin 


Bebald I dwell with theeg dwell thou alſs 
with me, and having contracted thus 


with the Tutclar Gods, we honour 
{em with Sacrifices twice or thrice a 
- >. 0 A 
Year, and they on their fide perform 
all they have promis'd us. When the 
Contract is fimiſh'd, the Conjurer, or 


che Perſon contracting, takes black 


Thread, and rubbs it in his Hand, 


and then looking upon it, he ſees as in 
a Mirror all thoſe Tutelar Gods and 
Goddeſſes, and calling them by their 


Names, asks them their Pleaſure, and 
what would they have, and immedi- 


ately he ſees in his Hand the expreſs I- 
mage of that thing they have a mind 
to; chen he detains thoſe Gods that arc 


or his purpoſe, and moſt for his Service, 
and diſmiſſes all the reſt. Theſe he 
keeps, ſends them here and there upon 
Errands; and by their help, ſuch a Con- 
jurer can cauſe the Head-ach, or the 


Gripes, break the Leg or Arm of any 


Man, make Men out of their Senſes, 


make them hideous in their Looks, and 


frightful in their Aſpects, torment Men 


with Pains, and Sickneſſes, and benum'd 
Members, till at laft they, loſe their 
H Lives. 


* 
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Lives. In the Night he ſends out hi; 
Devils to torment Men with frightful 
Dreams, for Men imagine they have 
their Bowels torn to pieces, their Nec!.; 
broken, they ſee themſelves threaten d 
with Swords, Muskets, and Halbar:, 
and at other times, that Serpents bite 
and ſting them. The Devils do- 
theſe Drudgeries for fear of the Oa:! 
which the Conjurer ſwore them by, 
in the Name of the Tutelar Gods, who 
would puniſh ſeverely theſe interior 
Demons, if they had no Regard to an 
_ Oath ſwore by their Names; the ſame 
happens here very often in Civil Al- 
fairs, * for when a Creditor ſwears by 
the Prince, or by ſome other great M 
giſtrate, that he will have his Debt 
paid him upon the ſpot, the Debtor 
oblig'd immediately to give him Sat:/- 
faction, or to be dragged before th 
Perſon by whoſe Name the Creditor: 
ſwore. There are Men here who b. 
the help of a Formulary of Words c 
aſſemble the Fiſh in the Sea in gre: 
Sholes, and with other Words _— 75 
2 5 * 1 
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iſh can be taken in Nets, and that 
i'ows and other Beaſts can't eat their 
bodder; all theſe things the Conurer can 
perform, as long as he obſerves the Let- 
er of his Contract, which if he tranſ- 
Zreſſes he is murder'd by the Devil. 


LETTER XLII. 


herein theſe three Queſtions are au- 

er d, viz. What is a Heathen? 
hat Nations are accounted Hea- 
 thens? and if the Nation of Ma- 
| labar is Heathen or no? © 


N the Year ee e the 

zyth of November. Lou ask me what 
is Paganiſm, or wherein it does conſiſt? 
Who are Pagans? and if we in Malabar 
re ſuch? To your Firſt Queſtion len- 
wer, That thoſe are Heathens or Pa- 
gans, Who do not love God, nor believe 
in him, do not go to the Pagods, or 
to the conſecrated Water; but cheriſh 


2 ſinful Heart and wicked Mind, and 
iead ſuch a _ as is diſpleaſing bot 


to 


conformed themſelve ur Ma 
manner of Worthip; yet eſteemed us 
© as Heathens. In Anſwers to your laſt 
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to God and Man. Moreover they ar- 


Heathens that keep Company with lew- 


Women, follow Gameing, that LI. 
Drink and Steal, debauching other Men, 


and making a Contract with the Devils; 


all ſuch Men, in our Malabariſo Dialect, 
are call'd Heathens. Now I come t: 
your Second Queſtion, and ſay that all 
thoſe Sects of People in this Land ate 
Hcathens, that do not make uſe of the 


 Wipudi, [conſecrated Aſhes} and of the. 
* Pant/chat/charum, as allo others thut 


neither Pray, Offer, nor obſerve Feaft- 
Days, but live a Life of Sin without 


Love, Humility, Patience, or Mercy. 
There was formerly 4 Nation call“ 
Schammaner, who made mo uſe of con- 


ſecrated Aſhes, but in all other things 
@ themſelves to our Malabar; 


Queſtion, While the Nation of 
Maltbar beſtrew themſelves, with con- 


ſecrated Aſhes of Cows Dung, and re- 


peat the Formulary. of Pamutchat{charum, 
it can't be ſaid by any means to be H- 
. OE. theniſh; 


r 
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neniſh; but there are Men among us 
that obſerve none of theſe things, and 
live as Brutcs, having no Senſe of any 
Religion at all. Theſe, tho' they pre- 
tend to be of our Religion, yet in Truth 
hey are real Heathens, for Heatheniſm 
ſignifies a ſinful and a Savage way of li- 
ving, and ſuch as are blinded in their 
Inderſtanding belong to the Heathens.. 


. r ENR Mn 
herein is demonſtrated that "tis 
impuſſible to do good Works it h. 
out. the Rocleuge of the True 
ingly do lad wicked Liues are 
the worſt of Mortas. 
E. the Year Nandanatvaruſcbhum, the 

27th of November. You deſire to 
know what we think of good Works, 
Alms, Offerings, Prayers, and other Re- 
igious Exerciſes, perform'd by ſuch as 
do not know the True God, under- 
ſtanding neither his Law nor any other 

8 , = 1 
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art of his Will; and on the othe. 
and you defire to know, what we 
think of a Wile Underſtanding Man, 
who has ſtudy'd Divinity out of the 
Law of God, and all other Philoſoph:- 


cal Sciences, yet lives a Brutith Senſu- 
al wicked Life. To both which Q::- 


ſtions I anſwer, That as for the firſt (or: 
of Mer, whatever they do in theſe ou. 
ward Performances can neither be ac 
ceptable to the Gods, nor to A/chyrcr 
Giants or Demi-gods.] And as for the f- 


cond ſort of Men, God deteſts them, 
for they are by far the worſt of all Men 


living. But as for thoſe that are Igno- 


rant of God's Laws, they are capable 
of knowing his Will, and, tho' in Igno- 
rance, yet are they reputed honeſt Men, 

but he that knows him and loves hin 
not, is Execrable, . 


ky 
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LETTER XLII. 
How a wicked Man may be made 


to become Virtuous and uſeful t 
the World. 


IN the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 
1 27th of October. You ask me if the 
Wicked are capable of doing any good 
in his Generation; to which I anſwer, 
that when ſuch a wicked Man forſakes 

his Evil Courles, ſtudies the Law, and 
believes in God, and leading à Life 
conformable to God's Will, con- 

tinues in well Doing patiently unto the 
Fnd, ſuch a Man, 1 ay, may be very 
uſeful to Mankind by doing many good 
Works; for as a good Man may become 
Wicked, ſo the worſt may become the 
beſt of Men. . 


r 3%, 


- 2 * os. Dd. 2 
_ — 22 „ — 7 3 8 r ——— r wh .” - 
: * 0 * 


L E 1 4 R XIIV. 
That all Men are Born with the 
Seeds both of V irtue and Vcc. 
that no Man is without Sin, bu; 
 ſuchas are God's redeemed Ones, 
tho' the Alms of his Friends moy 
tand him in great ſtead, as l. 475 
wiſe the Thſtrutiions of the Pri; 
and tho our 2. outh is ſpent 1» 


Cin, y . ag Repentance he ſhall 


receive or give neſt. 


IN the Year Nandanaiwaruſchum, : 28th 
of October. You ask me if Men were 
Created ſinful, or did they become 0 
afterwards of themſelves; - to which | 


Anſwer, Virtue and Vice are botn to- 
gether with Many it's for this Reafon 


that every Man who comes to Yea: 


— * 


of Diſcretion muſt live according ic 


| his Birth, which is to be underſto: 
thus. We here believe that a Man 
Born ſeveral Times, and if in his 


mer Life he did good Works, Pray, 


m1 
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and offer'd d iligently to the Honour of 
the Gods, then he wall be Born nowa 
virtuous Man who will have good Suc- 
ceſs in all Things, and 1thall have Want 
of nothing. But if he lead his former 
Life in the Practice of Sin and Vice, 
then he will be by this Birth a Sinner ſtill, 
until he comes to reflect upon his for- 
mer and preſent ſinful Life, and by Re- 
pentance begins to lead a Virtuous Life, 

then without being ſubject to another 
Birth he obtains perfect Happiness. 
But as to your Queſtion, if any Man is 
Horn or lives without Sin; My Judg- 
ment is, that no Man is without Sw, 
for as ſoon as we are Born, we Sin ei- 
ther by doing, ſeeing, hearing, ſpeak- 
ing, or thinking. God alone, the ſu- 
pream Being, is without Sin; for the 
Braſts alſo are Born and live in Sinz all 
the different Species of living Creatures, 
which amount to 84959000, from the 
imalleſt to the greatett Elephant, all 
and very one ot them have their re- 
ſpective V:ices and Virtues. Bui to an- 
iwer your Queſtion wherein you ask me 
"what I believe of a Redecmer that 
will deliver Man from Sin; To this 
Heply, chat God alone, the Supream Be- 
5 „ - 
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ing, can redeem Man from Sin. Butt: 
Man it's impoſſible, tho' he can te 
what Sin, is and what Virtue is; they 


know likewiſe what Works are help- 
ful to redeem Man from Sin, and ſhey 


how one mult lead a Virtuous Life; 


but no Man can deliver or redeem anoth: - 
from Sin, tho' Alms giving and feedit- 
the Bramans by the Sinners Childr-r 
and Relations, may be ſomething help 
ful roward his Redemption from Sin. 


And when a finful Man is obedient 


his Prieſt in all Things, and turns to 
God through Repentance, God fo 


gives ſuch a Man his Tranſgreſſions, and 


redeems him from his Sins, tho” ſuch a 


one had led his Life in the exerciſe of 
Vice and Prophaneneſs to the "Thirty 
ſeventh Year of his Age. One of ou: 
wiſe Men, called Diruwgll«wer, is of 
Opinion, that Vice and Virtue are no- 
thing elſe but the genuine Productions 


of worldly Carcs, and of the rovins 


Thoughts of an unconſtant Mind, and 
there is no Deliverance from this Un- 
ſeitledneſs, and Inconſtancy of Mind, 


till one is chang'd into the Eſſence of 
the Supream Being, and ſtrictly unite! 
to him. | : HY | ; 1 | 
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4 ET TER XLV. 
herein tis ſhewed that Forgive- 


neſs of Sins is to be attained by 
good Works. of 


I% the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 
28th of October. You ask me if Par- 
don of Sin, and Happineſs is attained by 
good Works, or by the tree Grace of God. 
To which I anſwer, that every one is 
do expect to receive Forgiveneſs of Sins 
| here, and Happineſs hereafter, | by his 
ood Works, ſuch as Offerings, Prayers, 
Faith, Love, and by ſuch other Vir- 
ruous Deeds, as feeding the Hungry, 3 
educating ſuch as are Sbiftleſs and Poor, 
and treating other Men as he would be | 
treated himſelf, as diſtributing Cloaths, 
Cattle, Money, to the Repairing of 
Temples, and repoſing Houſes for Tra- 
vellers, ſacred Ponds for Ceremonious 
Waſhings; ſuch as do theſe good Works 
with a deſign to pleaſe and love God, 
lifting up their Minds always unto him, 
ihalFreccive the pardon of Sin, and ob= _ 
| 7 | tan 
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ing: 


tain eternal Happineis. But as theſe 


| Works can be done only by theRich and 
_ Wealthy, tell us, 8 ou, what will be- 


come of the Poor. uſtver, the Poor 


muſt earneſtly endeayour and ſtrive to 


pleaſe God above all Things, and in 


conſideration of his Love and Obedience, 


God will pardon this Sins, and receive 
him to Eternal Happineſs; for we muſt 
not think that God will beſtow Par 


don and Happineſs upon any Man grati; 


for nothing, for he will ſhew no Grace 
or Favour to ſuch who, like Beaſts, are 


flothful and negligent of their Welfare, 


* E T TER XI. VI. 
| Containing 64 Leſtions, 


N the Year Nandanawaraſchum, the 
29th of November. You have, S175, 


Jodi time to time ſent me many Quc- 


ſtions, to which 1 have Antwer'd ac- 
cording tothe beſt of my Underttanc- 

Now: ſhall rake the Liberty to 
propoſe to you ſome Queſtions. And I 5 


| How pany 1 88 of Men Lid. God cr 4 
| Ag 
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ate in the Beginning ? Secondly, How 
and in what manner did God create 
this World? 3. What was his End 
in Creating it? 4. What are Men ob- 
lig'd to do towards God? y. How and 
by whom is Sin come into the World? 
6. What is it that you call Vizxtue? 
What was before Heaven and Earth? 
5. Who worſhipped and honour'd God 
before the Creation of Man? 9. Of 
What is Man's Soul created 10 Where 
is the Soul placed in the Body of Man? 
ir, Where is che Activity of the Soul 
while we fleep, and where does ſhe 
reſt? 12. What is the original of Light? 
23. Whence do Sounds and 'Eechoes 


derive their Original? 14. Whence | 
comes the Wind? 15. What is the Ori- | 
ginal of the Elements? 16. What Co- | 
lourhave the Elements? 17. How many 
Fold is Life, or how many kinds of : 
Life are there in the World? 18. How 1 
ſhould Men hve in the World? 19. 
What are the Means of attaining Hap>2  _ 
pineſs ? 20. Wherein conſiſts the Obe- | 


dience of a Diſeiple toward his Teacher? 
21. What muſt a Teacher do in Behalf | 
of hjDiſciple? 22. Whence comes it 
that among Men ſome are Rich and tome : 
Poor? 23. How can one make a ue — 


. 
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ſiſtent one with the other? 39. ,Ho 
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Man to become good? 22. When Chil- 
dren are born either Lame, Blind, o 
with ſome other Imperfection, whenc- 
comes that? 27. Some Children die in 
the Mother's Womb, ſome at one, 
ſome at three Years old; pray whence 
comes that? 26. How comes it that ſomc 
are of quick bright Parts, and ſome very 
dull and backward? 28. When a Man 


dies where is his Soul? 28. What is Hap- 
neſs? 29. What is Hell? 30. Will the 
Soul of a dying Man be again united to a- 


nother Body, and be Born an other Time ? 


hat Reaſon do you give that the Sou! 


, ſhould be united to the Body in the 
Birth, and keep Company with the 


Body for ſome Space of Time, and at 


laſt abandon it? 33. Have the living 
Creatures a Soul, Will, and Underſtand- 
ing ? 34. Does God look upon Men alike 
 withoutany reſpe& efPerſons?35 When 
comes the great diverſity of Religion; 
in the World? 36. When had the Chri- 
ſtian Religion its Beginning? 37. How | 
is Chriſt God's Son? 38. How can the 


Unity of God, and the Trinity, be con- 


N proper Form has the Soul? 32. 


7 
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bas Chriſt conceiv'd without Sin in 
the Womb of Mary? 40. If Chriſt is 
God, why did not he come into the 
World ſome other way than by Birth? 
41. What was Chriſt's Deſign in being 
born, and in coming into the World? 
42. Why was he born of fo poor a Maid? 
43. Why did he ſuffer himſelf to con- 
tinue in fo great Poverty? 44. Why 
did he take poor Men for his Diſciples? 
45. Why did not he travel over all the 
World, that all Mankind might hear 
his Doctrine? 46. What is properly the 
Sum and Subſtance of his Doctrine? 
47. Why was he deſpiſs'd and mock'd 
of many in the World ? 48. Why did + 
not the Fews themſelves receive him as a | 
God? 49. What was his Doctrine in 
reſpect to Sin and Virtue? yo. What 
Mark did he give his Diſciples to di- 
[tinguiſh themſelves by? Fi. What 
Vorm of Prayer did he give his Diſciples? 
#2, What is the Way that he ſhewed 
| Men to lead them unto Happineſs? 73. 
bes ua all his Diſciples be ba ind ? 
4. Why was he himſelf at laſt hang'd 
as a Thief on a Croſs? 55. He being a 
true God, how could he have died? 
76, Why did he deſcend into H ell? 
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7. How is he riſen again from the 
Dead? 578. How is he alcended into 
Heaven? pe. How comes it that hi: 
Doctrine is every where contradifted ? 


60. Why do ſome Chriſtians lead ſuc}: 
bad Lives? 61. How is it poſſible that 
all Souls will be re- united to their ow:: 
individual Bodies at the End of the 
World? 62. How will that Judgmer.: 


be order'd, that Chriſt will paſs upon 


all Men ar the laſt Day? 63. Thoic tha. 
will be condemned into Hell, will they 
lye there for ever, or ſhall they in time 


_ attain to Happineſs? 64. Will no otbe 
Men be made happy but Chriſtrans 


All theſe Queſtions are partly qut of o 


225 Law, and partly out of yours, which 
ſend you, 3 obtain d your Perm. 
ſton and Leave ſo to do. If you find 


ny thing amiſs in any of them, I hope 


you will forgive me, for you know tha: 
*ris one of the brighteſt Per fections . 
God, in Kings and Princes, to pardo:. 


the Faults of their Miniſters and 8 
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LETTER XLVV. 
/F herein is fhewn that no Man is 
without Sin, and how the Good 
may fall into great Sins. 


£ N the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 


firſt of December. I am of Opinion 
that none is born without Sin, and tho? 


God has a Son among Men born unto 


him, por he is not without Sin: For he 
broug 


wittingly and willingly commits no Sin, 
yet he commits many Sins through Ig- 


norance. Therefore afſure your ſelf, 


chat no Man in this World is without 


din. As to the other Point, I give you 


my Opinion in few Words, There are 


ſome good Men that continue in well 


doing till the Day of their Death; there 
are others that at firſt are good, virtucus 
Men, but in the midſt of their Courſe, 
by ſome intervening Temptations, they 


abandon themſclves a Prey to Sin, and 
o 
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tin his Birth, Sin wich him into 
the World; and tho' as God's Son he 
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make a very ſhameful Cataſtrophe, and 


therefore merit not to be called good 


Men. Thoſe only that begin well, 2n« 
end well, merit to be called io, 
There are ſome who, while poor, 
are {cemingly very good Men, bu: 
becoming rich, they are proud, ar 
rogant, unjuſt, forgetting to love G. 


and believe in him as they did before; 


which if viſited with AMiction, Povecr- 
ty and ſuch other Plagues to exercil- 
their Patience for ſome time, and hap- 
pen tobe made rich again and continue 
to love God and believe in him till the 
End of their Lives, theſe Men are ac- 
ceptable to God. But all theſe Things 
are but neceſſary Conſequences df every 
Man's Birth, according to what is deſt:- 


nated to every one while he is yet in his 


Mother's Womb. 


C eee 
LETTER XVIII. 


That more go to Hell than to Hea- 


Den. 


N the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 


4th of December. You were plcaſed to 
ask me if there are more good than bad 
Men in the World? Or if there are. 
more that run in the way of Sin, than 


:hoſe thay ſcek after Happineſs; to which 
j anſwer; Thoſe that ſcek Happineſs 


in the way of virtuous Actions are but 
very few, but thoſe that walk in the 
Paths of Sin and Vice, which lead un- 


to Hell, arc very many. For here in 


Malabar, there are many Sorts of Reli- 
gious Sects, and many hve as they liſt, 


and never hear a Prieſt's Inſtructions, 
nor put themſclves in the Number of 


his Diſciples, nor ever concern them 
teives to know the Difference between 


Vice and Virtue, nor to know the dif- 


ferent ways of worſhipping the Gods, 


walking in Contradiction to the Dictates 
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of their own Minds: All theſe & Ming 
_ therefore. any. conſider'd, we m: 


juſtly conclude that very many go 


} 
Hell. In this preſent Duration of te 
World there is but Cheats, Lies, 


the Reverſe of Virtue and Honeity 4 
mong Men; 'tis therefore Sin has 98. 
the upper Hand, and rules every wh: 


Wich deſpotick Sway. 


LETTER XLIX. 


7s that Men wy, 


N the 1 N the 
4th of December. That Men perth 
and run upon Deſtruction, tis purely 


their own Fault; for while they have 
the Law of God in their Hands, 
they negle& to live according 


its Precepts, by practiſing good Wor! 5 


but are arrogant, proud, and w:: 
edly prophane, wG 


piſing the Exhor- 


rations of wiſe Men, thinking then 
[eives. more owns than the oy. of 
8 Man 
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Mankind, ſpeaking evil of others with 
Backbiting Words, running after other 
Men's Wives and Goods, inclin'd to 
Treachery and rebellious Practices, talk- 
ing ſpightfully and 3 of Su- 
periors on whom they depend for Main- 
te nance: All theſe Things Men com- 
nit willingly and deſignedly, therefore 


we may juitly conclude, that Man's De- 
fins comes of himſelf. 
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LETTER L. 


V herein i is demanded whether it is 
better 10 ſuffer Mäliction in this 
Worla,or to enjoy the 8 rer 


n 


N che Veat, 1 u hes the 7th 
of December, your Queſtion 1 reſolve 
chus, and ſay that 'tis a very melancho- 
Story to be born into this World; 
or tho' born. a Man, it happens yet ve- 
often that one's Birth - is attended 
with Lameneſs, Blindneſs, or ſome o- 
cher n * z or if you 1 
| dhe 
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the Caſe that a new born Child be 


| happily bleſs'd with a ſound wholeſome 


Body, Integrity of Parts, ſet off with 


the Luſtre of excellent Beauty, yet for 


all this one may be unfortunate and ut 
lucky in all his Enterprizes, or want 
Knowledge, and Wiſdom, and other 


intellectual Endowments , but if you ſup- 


poſe a Man richly bleſſed at once with 


all theſe Advantages continu'd to him 


all his Life, we call him a dear Child of 


God, a happy Man; he practiſes Chari- 


ty and good Works; ſuch and more other- 


like Epithets of Praiſe the Mord 


beſtows on ſuch a Man, and he is not 
only ſtyled happy, but has in deed ard 
in truth attain'd. the higheſt Degree of 


$ 


Happinels that is to be. hop'd for in this 


World, for he Ts in Favour with Gd 


and N an. As for thoſe that are poor, 
deipis'd, ſick, diſtreſs'd, and ſubject 
many other Afflictions, they are not 


ſteemed happy, tho' all their Pains and 
Ailings, all Troubles and Wants will end 
with their Lives. Of theſe Men we 
may fay however, that they are dear 
God, and that they will be feated © 
the higheſt Form of Glory and Hapf- 
. nels in the Kingdom of Heaven: 


thei: 
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theſe Afflictions are but the Puniſhments 
ſent him ſor Sins committed before his 
laſt Birth; and when they are atron'd 
for, by a long Series of Penances, God 
pardons him and receives him unto Hap- 
pineſs; tho' ſometimes God only tries 
the Faith and Love of good Men by 
Afflictions, and finding by their pati- 
ent ſuffering his Corrections, that their 
Love and Faith is true and fincere, God 
ceaſes to afflitt them any more, and 
makes them perfectly happy; and that 
theſe are God's Ways of dealing with 
his Children, is beyond all Peradventure 
very cenny trye-” ES oe 
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n 
God does not rule er to the 


Fancies of Men, and why; and 


1 N the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 
Arth of December. God alone rules the 
Vorld, and all that therein is; 'tis he 
| «lone rules the 840000 Kinds of living 
J erg a ae. ot 
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; Creatures; but becauſe of his different 
4 and various Appcarances, he has many 
different Names, as T/chiven, Barabirs- 
ma, Iſchuren, Ruddiren, Wiſchinu, Thel 
lat ſchiwuuum, Malſchuren, and Birume 
Hence we ſay that Biruma creates, Hiſch: - 
uu rules, Iſchuren annihilates; all which 
different Expreſſions denote but one 8 
Pream Being: And when we attribrute 
the Protection of Towns and Villages to 
"Twtelar Gods, our Meaning is, that the. 
great God docs mediately protect Towns 
and Countries by his Vicegerents ard 
'Governours. For there is neither Go- 
vernment, nor the leaſt Motion in che 
World, without the Will of the fünft 
prime Cauſe or Supream Being, Indecd 
there are many Gods, but they of them- 
ſelves can't as much as move aStraw 0 
of its Place without the Aſſiſtance of the 
prime Cauſe, dis therefore he is juſtly 
called the Lord of the World, for 'tis 
his Power and excellent Majeſty thi: 
rules all Things; and his Power is ink- 
Ta nite and incomprehenſible. But if you 
| further urge me, and ſay, Why docs 
God rule fo as to give more Satisla- 
ct ion to Mankind for all his Proceeding; . 
40 this 1 anſwer, Ged dp 
553 e 
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therefore is not obliged to rule aecord- 
ing to Man's Caprichio, but according 
to the Order which he propos'd ro him- 
ſelf in creating Man and all other 
Things. For did God rule the World as 
Menwould have it, univerſal Naturewould 
be in Danger, and the World could not 
ſubſiſt for one Moment. But God has 
order'd every one, while in the Womb, 
what he muſt do, and how long he is“ 
to live, and Man lives to no greater In- 
tent than to execute thoſe Orders of 
his Maker. In the firft . 
Things God put himſelf to Rule as Men 
would have it, reſolving to ſatisfie all; 
but fioding this to be lolateiy impol- 
ſihle and unpracticable to Omnipotence 
it ſelf, he ever ſince rules the World ac 
cording to the Order and Method pre- 
{crib'd by infinite Wiſdom, If you ask 
me how it comes that there is {o much 
Sin and Wickedneſs in the World, Ire- 
ply, it comes hence, becauſe of ſo ma- 
ny Evil Spirits and Devils, who endea- 
vour to delude Men, drawing them a- 
fide from the Paths of Virtue. If you 
Ask me further, whom do they delude 
ind exerciſe their Malice upon, I an- 
wer, upon the proud, the arrogant, thoſe © * 
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who live at random, extravagant, and 


careleſs in all their Days; for the De- 
vil cannot hurt thoſe that believe in 
God and love him fincerely with al! 
their Hearts. Beſides the want of Un- 
derſtanding cauſes much Evil in the 
World: For he that can rightly di- 
ſftinguiſh Good from Evil, to ſuck - 


Man no Evil will happen. But the 


Ignorant, that knows not to diſtinguiſh 
Accurately between Good and Evil, 
is every now and then reiterating and 
ultiplying the Number of his Tran- 


* 


greſſions. 


FWS 


How long this Mord has laſtes” 


and what Kings have Ruled 
bo; nll an 


1 % Yai Niche the 


-th of December. How long the 
World has laſted 1 can't tell you pre- 


eiſely: The Duration of this preſe!.. | 
MN eds e ord.” 
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World, called Kalivium, | 1s 432000 
Years, whereof 4337 Years are alrea- 


dy paſt; in which Duration of Years 


time that he was to be born, which 


theſe following Kings have rul'd 


nere among us, Manumandari, Manu, 
Muſchuwandatſchakkarawadda, of whom 
tis ſaid, that he being a Barber by 


Profeſſion, pray'd God that he might 


be born of a Royal Family the next 


God promiſing to do for him, he 
immediately leap'd into the Ganges 


and was drowned, and ſoon after was 
born again of a Royal Family, and 


| became the King of this Land. Tan- 


nabuddiradi, who built many Pagpods. 


| Nalen , Wikkiramaiiten, Paſcharaſcha, 


who was ſucceeded by King T{bigen, 
from whom the Period of Time cal- 
led T/chigattum had its Name, whence 


we date our Letters, that it may ap- 


pear in what Year ſuch a Letter 
is Dated. After him came Nanden, 
and then Mananidit/choren, from whoſe 
Family we have had three hundred 
Kings ſucceſſively, and theſe are the 
Kings that have Reigned in this 


World, After them the Kingdom 


go © Os 
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; was chang'd and became an Empire 
govern'd by twelve Emperors, ſuc- 
_ ceeding one the other, and at laft 
the Empire came to be divided un- 
to ſeveral Principalities. But if you 
defire an exact Account of ſuch Mat- 
ters conſult the Mathematicians who 
are only capable to give you a full 
Satiafa Lon in theſe Things. 
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LETTER III. 
 Wherein the Correſpondent wiſhes 
4 happy ve Tear to his Friends. 
TN the Year Nandans ee ee the 
1 8thof December. I receiv'd yours, and 
have underſtood thereby what your | 


Meaning is. I have been for Fifteen, 
or Twenty Days very ſick a-bed, bur 
thro! God's Grace, and the Mediation. 

of your aſſiſting Prayers, I am reftor'd 

to perfect Health, ready to do you all 
kinds of Services that I am capable of; 
and tho' I have nothing to write bu: 
what you know, yet I catch at every 
Opportunity to write, that you my 
6.» 8 
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aſſure your ſelves you have a Diſciple 
in the City N, now the New-Year is 
approaching, that we may forget all 
the unlucky Days of Adverſity ; for 
God helps thoſe that cali upon him. 
May be you doubt of the Truth of 
What I gay at preſent, but in few 
Months Time 1 hope your Eyes ſhall 
be Witneſſes that what I fay is very 


true. *Tis now two Years, that no 


Ship is come from Denmark, which 
renders your Circumſtances uncaſy with- 
out doubt, and therefore I ſee before 


my Eyes the Sorrow of your Hearts, 


which has exc:ciſed you for fome Years. 
But take Courage, God will fend you 
Aſſiſtances; and ſuch Helps as will ca- 
pacitate you to aſſiſt others. N. ſalutes 
you heartily, and I am ready to receive 
your Commands. on oi 
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LETTER buy, 

Therein is ſhew'd that both the 
good and vicious Tnclinations in 
Children, is in a great Meaſure 


due to the good or bad Diſpoſition 
heir Fareats.. 


= | y 
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IN the Year Nandanawaruſchum, the 

. 9th: of December. You were pleaſed 

to. ask me, whether by vertue of the 
bodily, or by means of the ſpiritual Birth 
is. made a Son of God. My Anſwer, 

Sirs, is this. There are ſome good and 
virtuous Children born ſo, from good 
and pious Parents. As, there are others 
who are Born of good and honeſt Pa- 
rents, who yet themſelves are at thei 

Birth impioufly Inclin'd; and on the 

_eontrary ſome, tho' Born of vicious 
Parents, are themſelves diſpos'd' to walk 
in the fair Paths of Virtue: Bur if you 
further urge me to tell you why God 
ſuffers them thus to be Born, I con- 
ceivc chat his proceeding thus docs 2 
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nifeſt very much his glorious Omni- 
potency, and the Efficacy of his great 
Goodneſs, for we often find that Chil- 
dren tho' Born of the beſt Parents, as of 
Prieſts and Schoolmaſters who ſpare 
no Pains to ſeaſons their Minds with 


_ virtuous Principles, are for all this, 
ſometimes the worſt of Men. 


Hour remarkable. The half of the 
Sun was darken'd. I do not pretend to 
underſtand theſe things, yet what I 
hae heard from others I ſhall com- 

| i muimcate 
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municate to you. There is a Serpent 
call'd T/{cheſchen, ſuſtaining the Moun- 
tain Raliaſchum (Eſteem'd to be Paradiſe, 
and the Refidence of I{churen) and the 
14 Worlds on her Back, the has roco 
Heads which ſtand together making 
but one Head. When this Serper: 
is 1000 Degrees (Joſchinei) diftant from, 
but oppoſite to the Sun, then its thou- 
ſandfold head covers the Sun, whencc 
comes the Solar Eclipſe z as the Lunar 
Eclipſe alſo, when this Serpent with 
her Head covers the Moon; but Mathe- 
maticians here know better things, who 
can to a Minute Calculate Eclipſes 4 
At the Time of ſuch Darkneſſes, poiſon- 
ous Vapours are ſpread over the Face co: 
all the Earth, and therefore upon ſuch 
| Days all of us from the greateſt to the 
leaſt, faſt, and taſte nothing at all. And 
if any Rappers a be tainted with any 
poiſonous Influences, during that Dark 
neſs caus'd by the Eclipſe, they Bath 
themſelves in the Sea, which is a ſo- 
vereign Cure, and withal they receive th 
Re miſſion of all their S ins. There are to- 
tal Eclipſes cevering the whole Di. 
cus or Body of the Sun. At other 
times Three fourths, half, one we | 
; Pert; 


muſt ſupply the Match v. 
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Moon is to be Eclipſed; and what it 
portends, and to what Creatures E- 
clipſes are us d to be Noxious, as it is 
to be ſeen in their yearly Almanack. 
The King of Tanjeur is now breaking 
up at the Appearance of this Eclipſe, 
to go to Bath himſelf at Tchankumugum = 
a Place a Mile diſtant from Tranquebar 
much reſorted at ſuch Times, as is all the Sea 
Shore every where] he is already Arrrv' d 
at Kombakonum, and wh a great deal 
of Damage to the Inhabitants by thus 
- marching thro” the Country, for they 
Jafrcl 5 all Neceſ- 
ſaries; and tho all is upon the King's 
Expences, yet for all this the Horſe 
and Foot riffle and ſnatch away all they 
can come at; as Field and Garden 
Fruit, and beat the Boors into the Bar- 
gain. There are Captains indeed ſet 
over _ Hundred, and over. _—_ 
Thouſand Men, to prevent or punifſ 
the foreſaid Inconveniences z but no 
Body dares make a Complaint, When 
the King Baths himſelf in the Sea, he 
4s accompanied with a great N __— 


1 
Part, and ſometimes but the eighth Part 

is darkened. The Bramans know be- 
fore- hand exactly, when the Sun or 
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of other Noblemen of the Country, * 


the Country People muſt bring in to 


ſuch Bathing Places 200 Cows, upon 
which the Bramans transfer the Sins of 
the People; then the Cows are their 
own. At ſuch Times the Bramans re- 
ceive very 7 Preſents in Clothes, 
Money, and Victvals; and then every one 


returns Home. This is what I had to 


Inform you of at this Time. 
"Schalam. 


